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The HONOURABLE 


The Lady C A VE 


1 
-— 


by ry wh O1 ibi B 
HE generous Encourage- 


1 ment you gave me in this 

Wndertaking will ſuffici- 
ently excuſe the Freedom of this 
Addreſs; and if I could believe 
the Publick would as fayourably 
overlook the Errors in the Per- 
formance, as I flatter my ſelf your 
Ladyſhip will be inclin'd to do, I 
mould reſt ſatisfied with the Plea- 
ſure this Opportunity affords me 
of expreſſing my Gratitude, with- 
out apprehending the Mortifica- 
tion 1 otherwiſe muſt dread, of 


A 2 baving 


iv DEDICATION. 
having layd my ſelf liable to Cer- 
ſure and Reflection. However, 
ſince Jam engaged, I muſt hope 
the beſt; and as I doubt not, but the 
World will at leaſt juſtify me in 


| the Choice of a Patroneſs, I am 


ſo far happy, as I may expect every 
thing from your Goodnefs. _ Iffhall 


forbear, Madam, even to attempt 
to do juſtice to your Character, 
ſince I am as fearful of being 

thought preſumptuous, as I ſhould 
be of giving offence. Give me 
leave, only to tender my Acknow- 


ledgments for the many Favours 
I have received, and beg your Ac- | 
ceptance of this Aſſurance of my 


being, with the greateſt Reſpect, 

MADAM, _ 

Your Lapysnie's = 
Moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant. 


ADVENTURES 


MELINTHU 5 


BOOK I. 


SR OM E having patiently en- 
dured the Vices and Extra- 
& Vagances of NERO's Youth, 

began to grow very uneaſy 

under his Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion; and the Romans, 
enriched the Spoils of the whole World, 


groancd under the inſupportable Cruelties 
Vor. I. B of 
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of this Prince; when Fortune unluckily 
croſſed the moſt virtuous Loves upon the 
earth, and permitted the Circus, deſigned 
only for Combats of Pomp and Diverſion, 
to be ſprinkled with blood by a deteſtable 
Treachery. But this Baſeneſs did neither 
ſucceed, nor go unpuniſhed : for by the par- 
ticular direction of a ſuperiour Power, the 
Aſſailants were ſeized with ſuch a terror, as 
deprived them of their Courage, and ſaved 


the Lives of thoſe whoſe ruin was re- 
{olyed. 


ITW O young J:c//zans, walking about 
the City at night, with four or five of their 
attendants, one guided by Love, and the 
other out of complaiſance to his Friend, - 
whilft they were claſhing their Swords near 
the Circus for ſome deſign they had in hand, 
they were attacked by a company of armed 


Men, who, by their diſorder, appeared more 1 


like Perſons frighted, than as they had been 
reſolved to take away the Lives of theſe 
Strangers. However, being much ſuperiour 

in number, they would ſoon have made 
themſelves a free paſſage, had they not met 
with a vigorous reſiſtance: for thoſe who 
were aſſaulted, being ignorant of their de- 
ſign, ſhewed ſo much skill and courage, 
that after an obſtinate fight, the Aggreſſors 
were obliged to tell them, the Empe- 
ror was in their company. At the * 
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of the Emperor's name, the Sicilians let 
their Enemies retreat, after a thouſand actions 
too brave to be witneſſed by the light of the 
Moon only, and made the beſt of their way 
off: but ſo wounded, that one of them 
fainted away with the loſs of blood, and 
the other endeavouring to help his Friend, 

ſwooned away in like manner. Their Ser- 
vants, who could not refrain from tears to 
ſee their valiant Maſters reduced to this ex- 
tremity, were preparing to remove them 
from thence to their Lodgings, when two 
Ladies richly dreſs'd, whoſe Beauty received 
a greater luſtre from the light of the Flam- 
beaux carry'd before them by two Pages, 
came attended by their domeſticks to inquire 
the reaſon of the noiſe they had heard near 
their houſe. But looking on thoſe that lay 
extended on the ground, they knew them to 
be the brave MELINTHUSs, and the handſom 
PALAMEDES. EMILIAs love for MELIN- 
THUS cauſed her to lament bitterly the de- 
plorable condition ſhe ſaw him reduced to 
upon her account. And CAMILLA could 
not help ſhedding ſome tears for PALAME- 
DES, whom ſhe knew ſo paſſionately and 


ſincerely loved her. Theſe two Siſters, af- 
ter having expreſſed their concern, ordered 
them to be brought to their ouſe, to try 
if remedies would not recover them, and 
had them laid in different Apartments, the 
Beds and Furniture whereof ſuited the Pomp 
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and Luxury of that Age. MLINTHus, by 
the care and aſſiſtance of EMILIA, recover 
ing out of his Swoon, like one awaked out 
of a profound ſleep, asked where PALA- 
MEDES was? EMILIA, who was not igno- 
rant of their Fricydſhip, anſwered, that he 
was not far off, and was as much wounded. 
as himſelf. He then begged he might go to 
ſec his Friend, which ſhe refuſed, becauſe his 
Wounds would not permit him to rife; but 
aſſured him that he was in the next room, 
and had no leſs necd of reſt than he: and 
MELINTHUS having deſired to be left alone, 
turned himſelf to the other ſide of the Bed, 
not being able to endure the ſight of her. 


EMI LI A being gone, he began to be- 
moan himſelf in the following manner :- 
Alas! PALAMEDES, how hasyour Friendſhip. 
made me act againſt the purity of my Love ! 


Was not the feigned Paſſion I ſhewed EM I-. 


LIA at your requeſt, inſupportable enough 
without this misfortune ? What couldft thou 
expect but a puniſhment from the Gods, af. 
ter having ſo often betrayed my Heart, by for- 
cing my Words to contradict my Thoughts? 
Inſtead of fixing my adoration on one only 
Object, I paid homage to another. Thus: 
did I facrifice to falſe. Deities, while my 
Heart only adored one that was perfect. But 
could I refuſe any thing to PALAMEDES? 
could my Love deny any thing to him, _ 


of MELINTHUS: 's 


firſt gave it: a. Being? When he deſired me 
to aſſiſt him, could J excũſe my Ingratitude 
to my Friend, by alledging, tllat the ſtricteſt 
Ties of Love would not permit me? Alas! 
how difficult is it to keep our Lives free 
from blame! Ho- often do we ſacrifice 
one Duty to acquit ourſelves of another? 
But O thou Deity, who knoweſt my Thoughts, 

thou art witneſs, that when my Tongue has 
mentioned love to any other, my Heart has 

ſecretly diſapproved it; and always deſpis'd 

the Object as far inferiour to that I love. He 
dwelt ſome time on ſuch like Reflections, 

then looking on his Wounds, he reaſoned in 
this manner. Muſt the Wounds of the true 
and ſincere Paſſion that diſquiets me be in- 

viſible, whilſt I bear theſe viſible ones for a 
feigned Paſſion? Wounds arc ſometimes 
marks of Honour, but theſe load me with 
Shame. O how can I hide them from my 
Injured Love! Fortune has taken this op- 
portunity to revenge herſelf on me, when 
my Actions might juſtly be taxed with In- 
conſtancy; and Lhaving by theſe wounds left 
a laſting remembrance of this Rencounter, 
ſhe has bronght me into this bed I fo carcfully 
avoided. But Fortune do thy worſt, thou 
ſhalt never ſhake my Conſtancy. I am 
ſufficiently revenged of thee by deſpiſing 
thy fayour, ſo courted by others. At one 
time thou allureft me with the prevailing _ 
Charms of Pleaſure and Happineſs : then 
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thou wouldſt enſnare me by unavoidable 
accidents, uſing all thy Arts to root out 
that Virtue, which deſpiſes and laughs at 
thy power. But I need only oppoſe the re- 
membrance of the Beauty I love, to render 
all thy baits ineffectual. No, treacherous 
Fortune, deſpair of ever making me quit this 
Conſtancy, thou art ſuch an Enemy to. Thou 
mayſt render me unhappy in my Love, but 
thou ſhalt never abate its ardor. 


THESE different Thoughts ſometimes 
tormented, and ſometimes eaſed his mind, 
and entertained him all the next day; when 
he was obliged to keep his bed, tho his 
Wounds were not mortal. But PALAMEDES | 
was much longer without ſhewing any ſign 
of Life: however, by the help of remedies 
they brought him to himſelf; and his 
wounds being ſearched, were found dan- 
gerous. Theſe two Friends were in great 
repute at Rome, for their Births, join'd to 
a thouſand excellent Qualities, which had 
gained them the eſteem of all who were 
Friends to Virtue. A deſire of ſeeing the 
Empire had engaged them to accompany 
the Embaſly the Syracuſians ſent to NERO, 
to be caſed of ſome new Taxes; and they 
were juſtly thought the moſt accompliſh'd of 
the Age, tho in very different Characters. 
MELINTHVUSs was ſolid, wiſe, and perfectly 
courteous and affable, but ſomewhat reſer- 
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ved, and he never diſcovered his extraor- 
dinary Genius but as occaſion required. PA- 
LAMEDES was more active and undertaking, 
yet in ſo graceful a manner, that his Deſigns 
generally ſucceeded, and came off with 
applauſe. They were both exceeding hand- 
ſome. MELINTHUS was the taller of the 
two, and of a more eaſy Shape, his Hair was 
long, brown, andcurling ; hehad an agree- 
able Sweetneſs and Majeſty in his Counte- 
nance, which created love and reſpect in 
all who beheld him. PALAMEDEs was fair, 
always gay, chearful and pleaſant, and 
ſcemed an utter ſtranger to care. 


OT HO, a Roman Knight, who was after- 
wards Emperor, and at that time in very 
great favour with NERO, cheriſh'd their 
Friendſhip, and favour'd the growth of their 
Reputation in Rome, by ſpreading about, 
that theſe were the two Sicilians fo often 
mentioned in the news brought to Rome of 
the Victories of CoRBULON, the Emperor's 
Lieutenant in Parthza, where they had gi- 
ven many proofs of a ſurprizing Valour, ha- 
ving often been the firſt to begin an Aſſault, 
or ſcale the Walls of a beſieged City, to lead 
the Soldiers the way. They had been chiefly 
inſtrumental in winning ſeveral Battles, 
ruſhing into the thickeſt Squadrons of the E- 
nemy with irreſiſtible fury, for which they 

were — by the Nobility, and admired 
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by the People, it being known that they 
deſcended of the moſt ancient Families of 
Greece, and being beſides adorned with many 
ſhining Qualities, which commanded Love 


and Reſpect from every one. 


BUT Fortune, jealous of ſo high a pitch 
of Virtue and Merit, took a pleaſure in 


croſling them; and not being ſatisfied with 


ſeeing them ſo near death, ſhe raiſed NERO 
fury, and made him reſolve to have them 


killed in their Lodgings, to revenge himſelf. 


of the Accident that had happened the night 
before. MELINTHUS was but juſt awake, 
when he was acquainted with this cruel De- 


ſign, which they concealed from PALAME- 
DES, who was in too bad a condition to 


liſten to any thing. MELINTHUs was alſo 
informed, that thcir late Fight was an ambuſh 
laid by NERO himſelf; and that the Empe- 
ror had been wounded in the Hand, and 
MARCELLINUS in the Arm. - This Man, 
who was one of the chief Miniſters of NRROꝰs 


Paſſions, and whoſe Love for CAMILLA had 


excited his jealouſy againſt PALAMEDES, 
engaged the Emperor in this Enterprize to 
be rid of them both, and to divert NERO, 
who took delight in walking about the City. 
by night, killing or wounding all who were 
ſo unhappy as to fall in his way. MARCEL- 
LINUS having failed in his firſt attempt, 


and ſeeing the Emperor bent on revenge, 


would 
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would not let ſlip ſuch an opportunity, 
but adviſed him to ſend a Tribune with 
ſome Guards to maſſacre them at night in 
their Lodgings, where he 8 8 
were.” 


T HI S news, which would have daunted 
the moſt heroick Courage, did not move 
MELINTHUs, whoſe great Soul, not fearing . 
death, prepared to receive it, his Wounds 
rendering him unable either to reſiſt or fly: 
for tho' the Emperor did not know where 
they were, it was impoſſible it ſhould be 
long concealed. All theſe Incidents filled 
the whole houſe with grief and confuſion. 
EMILIA and CAMILLA were diſconſolate, 
and could not hide the exceſs of their Sor- 
row. MELINTHUs alone remained un- 
moveable, amidſt ſo many misfortunes, and 
| filled with admiration all who ſaw him fo 

reſi igned tothe moſt cruel ſtrokes of Forte. 


ANC As the Slave of TRINITY who 
Wy accompanied him from his infancy, 
and had conſequently been witneſs of his Vir- 
tue and Courage, ſeemed to have improved 
from fo bright an Example; for he was 
naturally brave, and had contracted ſo great 
an Affection for MEL IN THus, that nothing 
could equal the Ardour he expreſſed to ſerve 
him. This Slave could not behold the un- 


| 1 Looks of his Maſter, nor conſi = 
the 
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the greatneſs of his Misfortunes, but his 
ſympathizing Heart, overwhelmed with Sor- 
row, forced the Tears from his Eyes. At 
length, inſpired by ſome Deity, or rather 
incited by his own Courage, he ventur'd 
to propoſe, that if it were poſſible to con- 
ceal the place where they were for ſome 
time, he did not doubt ſecuring their Lives, 
and prevent their being further enquired 
after. Whereupon they were very urgent 
with him to know what Stratagem he had 
formed; but he declin'd gratifying their 
Importunities, and only bid them mind 
what he had ſaid, and they ſhould ſoon 
ſee the effect of his Reſolution. Then 
leaving immediately EMILIA's Houſe, he 


went to that of Max1IMvus, to his Maſter's - 


Lodgings, taking with him Nisus, PALA- 
MEDES's Slave, whom he knew to be a dear 
lover of his Maſter ; and being arrived there, 
he declared to him his deſign to ſave their 
Maſter's Lives. I have made choice of you, 
ſays he, for my Aſſiſtant; for my part, I 
reſolved to die for MELINTHUS, and ſurely, 
if thou wanteſt not courage, thou canſt not 
refuſe to die for PALAMED ES. NISUs, not 
in the leaſt ſurpriſed, asked what he was 
to do? Why, replied ARcas, we muſt put 


on our Maſter's Clothes; and to prevent 


our being known by any of NRO Guards, 
we will put on a Helmet, arm our ſelves 
with Swords, and be ready prepared when 


they 
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they enter the Room, as deſigning to defend 
our Lives, or ſell them very dear. After 
ſome reſiſtance, we may ſo disfigure our 
Faces with Wounds and Blood, as to be 
taken for them; and by that means ſatisfy 
NERO's Rage, and prevent his making any 
farther enquiry after them. But NISUS 
pauſing a little, and conſidering on the ex- 
ccution of this project, ARcas thought he 

had not reſolution enough for ſo brave an 
Action, and ſaid to him, What N1svs doſt 
thou ſtand to conſider whether thou ſhalt 
die or no in ſuch a Cauſe, as will immor- 
talize our Names for Patterns of Courage 
and Fidelity? Hadſt thou rather live in the 
moſt ſervile condition of Mankind, than 
dic like one of the greateſt? We who have 
ſo long had before us ſuch bright Exam- 
ples of Fortitude and Virtue, have we not 
yet learned to imitate them in one Action? 
Ceaſe thy perſuaſions, replied Nisus, for 
I am as fully reſolved to die as thou art. 
In vain have I always ſhewn ſuch an Affecti- 
on for PALAMEDEs, ſhould I now think 
even my Life it ſelf too much to ſave his. 
I ſhould die contented could I but know 
my Maſter was in ſafety. Let us do our 
Duty, ſaid Arcas, and leave the Event to 
the Gods: which way ſoever it happens, 
Death is beſt for us; for if they die, how 
can we ſurvive the loſs of them? And if 
by dying we can fave their Lives, what 
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an Honour will it be to be praiſed by them 
as long as they live? Tho Fortune has 
made us Slaves, let us once act as free; 
and:thew her that ſhe. cannot deprive us of 
_ the privilege of dying. Here theſe two 
faithful Servants embraced; and having diſ- 
aguiſed themſelves as ARcas had propoſed, 
they ſat in the apartment waiting for Death, 
and encouraged one another by diſcourſing 
5 of their Maſters excellent 8 8 | 


2 2A ＋ length Night came on, and the 
Houſe was ſurrounded: with Soldiers; the 
Fribune with fifty of the Emperor's Guards 
demands entrance, and tho MAxIMVus told 
them the Strangers were not in his Houſe, 
the Tribune purſuant to the Emperor's or- 
der commanded him to open all the doors; 
and coming into MELINTHUs's Apartment, 


they found theſe two worthy Slaves, whom 


they took for MELINTHUS and PALAMEDES. 
The Tribune who had entered the room 
with only three Soldiers, ſeeing the Stran- 


gers, as he thought them, prepared to make 
reſiſtance, cryed, What. do you dare to 


oppoſe NERO Orders? But they, without 
returning any Anſwer, attacked the Soldiers, 
and fhewed themſell e deferving Servants 
of ſuch valiant Maſters. However, their 
Intention being to die, and not to defend 
themſelves any longer than would be ne- 
ceſſary to carry on their deſign; they were 

ſoon 
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of MELINTHUS. 13 
ſoon overpowered by a greater Number of 


Roman Soldiers, who neither wanted skill 
nor courage. Nisus, the” near * expiring, 


F till ſeemed to defend Anus; the better 


to repreſent the Friendſfip of their Maſters, 
and at the ſameꝭ time wounded and: disfi- 
gured his Face without their Perceiving sit⸗ 
At that inſtant a Voice Was heard:: from: 


without, ſaying; that NERO commanded 


their Lives ſhould: be ſaved ; this put a ſtop 
to the fury of the Soldiers, and OTHo. 
coming into the room, told 'them he had 
brought the Emperor's Pardon ; then run- 
ning to ARcas, he embraced him, rejoicing 
at his having eſcaped this imminent danger. 
But Nisus that very moment breathed his 
laſt, which made Oro very much lament 
he could not come ſooner to their reſcue. 
ARcas deſired him to order the Soldiers 


to retire, that he might ſpeak with him in 


private. Being alone, he took off his Hel- 
met, and diſcovered himſelf to Oro, telling 
him the deſign Nisus and he had formed. 
OrTno admired this uncommon piece of Fi- 
delity, and having given orders about the 
Body of Nisus, he defired AxRcàs to carry 
him to his Maſter. At their arrival at 
EMILIA's Houſe, the whole Family was 
alarmed, for OTHo had a great Attendance, 
and they took them for NERO's Guards, 
who had found out where the two Friends 
lay concealed. But Orho and ARCas ha- 
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ving made themſelves known, they were 


immediately conducted to MELINTHUS, to 
to whom Ornio firſt preſented ARcAs; and 
perceiving he was ſurprized to ſee his Ser- 
vant dreſt in ſuch a manner, he gave the 
whole account of his generous Reſolution. 
MELINTHUS called ARCas to his Bed-ſide, 
and embraced him ; but this faithful Slave 
was ſo overjoy'd, rather to ſee his Maſter 


out of danger, than that he himſelf had 


eſcaped Death, that he could not ſpeak 


one Word. Then Oro told them how 


lackily he happened to hear of the Order 
that was out againſt them, at the Inſtiga- 


tion of MARCELLINUS, and that he imme- 


diately waited on NERO, and repreſented 


to him the Merit of thoſe he had ordered 


to be put to death; that he was very ſure they 
would not willingly affront his Majeſty, 
that there was reaſon to ſuſpect MARCELLI- 
Ns deſigned to take away their Lives for 
ſome private pique he had againſt them, 
and that he was more guilty than they for 
engaging the Emperor in his quarrel, without 
conſidering what a ſtain it would be to 


the Reputation of ſo great a Prince to put 


the innocent to death, and beſides Perſons 


of their Rank and Merit. In ſhort, having 


- prevailed upon him to repeal the Order, 
he flew to their relief. He then told them 


how much he had been concerned to find 


one of them dying; how he embraced 
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7 Arcas for MELINTHUsS; and added, that 
Z Arcas deſerved to be well rewarded. Mr- 
3 LINTHUS after returning him thanks for 
the great Obligations he had to him, freed 
*Z Axrcas, and promiſed him a much greater 
recompence when he returned to Sicily. 
This Change of Affairs cauſed a great Joy 
to 1 the Sorrow that reigned there 
before; and what ſtill added to it, was the 
Aſſurances Oro gave them that they ſhould 
be ſafe as long as he had any Intereſt in 
Nome. MELINTHUs ſo ſenſibly obliged, 
and rejoicing more at his Friend's Safety 
than his own, acknowledged all thoſe fa- 
2 vours in the moft obliging Terms. Oro, 
who was one of the nobleſt and moſt ac- 
compliſhed among the Romans, anſwered 


MELINTHUS in the like obliging manner, 
and perceiving it was a pain to him to ſpeak, 
for fear of diſturbing him, he took his 
leave without ſeeing PALAMEDES, who was 
not in a condition to receive Vilits. 


As ſoon as he was gone, MELINTHUs, 


Who was impatient to ſee his Friend, and 


to acquaint him with what had paſſed, roſe 
from his bed, tho EMILIa, who was very 
careful of him, ſaid all ſhe could ro diſſuade 
him from it : but being come into the room, 
he was deſir'd not to talk to him, the Sur- 
geons having given their opinion, that he 
was dangerouſly ill, and deſired he ſhould 

| „ ä be 


16 The ADVENTURES 
be kept very quiet. MELINTHUS could not 


forbear curſing in his Heart thoſe Womer, 


who were like to be the occaſion of his 
loſing ſo dear a Friend; and even the ſight 
of the beautiful CAMILLA was odious to 
him, tho ſhe was always by PALAMEDES's, 
Bed-ſide, and ſpared neither care nor pains 
to aſſiſt him. However PALAME DES opened 
the Curtain, and ſeeing MeLINTHus, he 


deſired CAMILLA to leave them alone 


and MELINTHVUsS being ſat down, he Yoke 
to dim as follows. 


I never thought I could be afraid of 
Death, yet never did any one dread it 
more, being at ſuch a diſtance from the- 
beſt of Fathers, and the tendereſt Siſter ;- 
and dying in a Cauſe which will always 


be diſapproved by MELINTHUs. What f 


makes Death ſtill more unwelcome, 1s, that 


I did not follow the advice of ſo prudent 1 | 


a Friend, but perſuaded him, againſt his 
Inclination, to engage with me in my wild 
Caprices. If the Gods have determined I 


ſhould die, rather than live, and grow wiſer 1 


by the experience of this Accident, I ſub- 
mit to their Juſtice, and wiſh you a Friend 
as ſincere, and who may know better how 
to moderate and govern his Paſſion: But 
if you cannot ſo eaſily forget our former 
Friendſhips, I have a ſecond Self to recom- 
mend to you; one much more perfect _ 

1 e- 


of MELINTHUS' 17 


deſerving. I leave a Siſter, whom I deſire 
you will love, and be a Friend to; if, as 
I have ſometimes fancied, you have not al- 
ready thought her worthy your Eſteem. I 
know you deſerve better, but I am aſſured 
ſhe will never conſent to have one leſs de- 


ſerving. I ſhall at leaſt have this Satisfaction 


when I die, if with the Riches I leave her, 
ſhe could poſleſs the TT 1 I could 


| A 
p 2 
= ever find. 
1 3 
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THE beginning of this diſcourſe filled 
MELINTHUS with grief; but the latter part 
very much ſurprized him, not imagining 
that PALAMEDES had the leaſtknowledge of 
his ſecret Paſſion for ARIANA, and being un- 
willing to own it, ſince ſhe ſeemed not to care 
it ſhould be known, he only anſwer'd him 
in this manner. Nothing could equal my 
Joys in receiving ſuch evident Proofs of your 
riendſhip; did not my Concern for your Wel- 
fare more than counter-ballance it. I can 
only return you thanks for thoſe marks of 
your Eſteem, and lament the melancholly 
cauſe which occaſions them. But I ſtill hope 
the Gods will not part us ſo ſoon, and that they 
will ſhortly put an end to my Affliction by 
ſparing your Life. If your Condition did per- 
mit, I would be angry with you for imagining 
I could blame your Actions; if I ſometimes 
ſeemed to diſapprove of them, it was ra- 
ther an — of my Humour, than that 
Vol. I. & they 
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they were repugnant to Reaſon : take care 

of your ſelf in order to your recovery, and 
think not of any other to ſupply your place. 


THE greatneſs of MELINTHus's Love 
for ARIANA was accompanied with ſo much 
reſpect, that he did not dare to mention 
her Name. PALAMEDES having ſtayed ſome ©: 
time expecting a fuller Anſwer, ſaid, What 
think you of my Siſter? She is, anſwer'd 
MELinTHus, ſo. much above what I can 
pretend to deſerve, that it would be pre- 
ſumption in me to entertain ſuch a thought; 
beſides, as your Father has doubtleſs much 
greater views, I am content to reſpect and 
eſteem her as much as poſlible. PALAMEDES 
would have replied, but MELINTHUS pre- 
vented him, alledging that in his Condition 
talking would ſpend and fatigue him too 
much, and deſired him to wave this diſ- 
courſe for fear of the worſt. I have, how- 
ever, one favour to requeſt of you, ſaid 
PALAMEDES, that is, to write into Szczty 
to my Father and my Siſter ; perhaps I may 
live till they come, and I ſhould earneſtly 
defire to ſee them before I die. MELIN- 
THUS took this opportunity to leave him, 
telling him he would do it that inſtant; 
but that he hoped when they came, they 
would have reaſon to rejoice at his reco- 
very, and not to bewail the loſs of him. 
Then conſidering how to write without 


frightning | 
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frightning them, he reſolved to diſſemble 
his Grief the beſt he could, and wrote the 
following Letters. 


ME LINTHU Ss Letter to ART. 
e 
SIR, | 


I could not refuſe PALAMEDES, when be | 

deſired me to * you that he has 
been wounded in a Skirmiſh. He begs of 
you, by the love you have for him, to come 
to Rome, and bring his Siſter with you; 
his fear of dying without ſeemg you, ren- 
ders all I can ſay of the Fright and Ap- 


 prehenſion it will put you into meffettual ; 


at the ſame time that you comply with his 
requeſt, pray leſſen your fears, and be- 
lie ve that your Son, not truſting to Re- 
medies, will only owe his recovery to the 


Satisfaction of ſeeing you. 


The Letter from MELINTHUS to 


e * * 
MADAM, | 
by po. 1 5 with regret that I ſend you 
news, that will affiict you; 

hover when you hear that your Bro- 


ther, who is ſo dear to you, is afraid his 
Wounds are mortal, and that he deſires 


to " you, believe not his Condition ſo 


ba as he would have it ** 


12 
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but rather that your happy Deſtiny has oc- 


cafioned this 5 to bring the greateſt 
Beauty of the Age into the fi feſt and 
ſtatelieſt City of the World ; and you muſt 
not wonder 7 = he puts you to the expence 


of a little Fear, to gain ſo great a Fame 
as you will certainly acquire here. Tou 


will find thoſe whom Love cannot be fa- 
vourable to at ſuch à diſtance from Syra- 
cuſe, and who only expect their recovery 
from the fight of you. In the mean time, 
fear no misfortune, for I cannot eſteem 
that a bad Cauſe, which produceth ſo good 


an Hect, as the Happineſs of ſeeing you. 
MELINTHUS, who had not yet dared 


to make any great diſcovery of his Paſſion to 


ARIANA, had taken this liberty of writing to 
her ſince he left Syracuſe, and had her leave 

that ſhe might hcar from them the oftner, 
for PALAMEDES was too negligent to give 
her that Satisfaction; ſo that MELINTHUS 
had an opportunity of mentioning his Paſſion 
in ſuch a manner as left no room to be 
accuſed of too much freedom and diſreſpect. 
She was alſo very well pleaſed to receive 
proofs of his Love, without engaging her 


Honour, feigning to be ignorant of his 


deſign. Thus they agreeably deceived each 
othice, if this diſcreet manner of diſcover- 


ing a virtuous and inviolable Aﬀection may 
* called ne 


WHEN 


Is, 


of MELINTHUS. * . 


WHEN Mrlivrnus had ſealed the 
Letters, he gave them to ARrcas, his en- 
franchiſed Servant, with orders to make 
what ſpeed he could, and to deliver his 
meſlage in ſuch terms as not to put them 
into too great a Conſternation, and ſay he 
would have wrote himſelf but for a Wound 
in his Hand; then returning to his Friend, 
he hers gens d ARCAS betors his Face. 


MARCELLIN US, who made an outs 
ward ſhew of Friendſhip to MELINTHUS 
and PALAMEDES, upon the account of their 
being ſo generally eſteemed; was vexed 
they had twice eſcaped him ; and not think- 
ing they knew him to be the Author of 
the deſign againſt their Lives, he feigned 
himſelf ſick, and ſent to enquire how they 
did; and underſtanding that his principal 
Enemy was the worſt, he ſent him an 
Ointment, as an excellent Remedy for 
Wounds. © But MELINTHUs would not ſuf- 
fer his Friend to make uſe of it, as com- 
ing from ſo ſuſpected a place. CAMILLA 
ordered a Dog to be wounded with a Knife, 
and applying the Ointment, he died in four 
hours, the Compoſition having envenomed 
the Wound, and penetrated to his very 
Heart. This piece of Treachery made her 
hate MARCELLINUS more than ever ſhe had 
loved him, and when he came to ſee her, 

0 ſhe 
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ſhe received him ſo coldly, that he touch | 


he had ent irely loſt her favour. 


MELINT HUS being troubled for 
his Friend, tho' he was thought paſt dan- 
ger, and ſceing himſelf obliged to ſhew a 
Paſſion for a Lady he could not love, grew 
very uncaſy in EMILIA's Houſe, who, on 
the other hand, not imagining that his Cold- 
neſs and Melancholly proceeded from the 
little Love he had for her, aſſigned the 
Cauſe to the Misfortune that had happened, 


or to a deſire of being revenged of MaRr- 


 CELLINUs, One day as he lay in Bed ſhe 
ſaid to him, I am concerned, MELINTHUS, 


to ſee you ſo thoughtful in a Place, where 


nothing that lies in our power ſhould be 
wanting to make you otherwiſe. Madam, 


ſaid he, my greateſt uncaſineſs is to ſee 


how much trouble I give you, and I wiſh 
you would let our Servants eaſe you of it. 
No, no, MELIiNTHUS, replied ſhe, that is 
not the cauſe of your uneaſineſs, conceal 
it not from me, for if you loved me you 
would deſire to be beloved; and how can 
I better ſhew my love, than by the care I 
take of you in your Illneſs? If you loved 
me, this would rather be pleaſing to you 
than troubleſome : But ſpeak the truth, are 
you not thinking how to be revenged on 
MARCELLINUsS, who endeavours to deſtroy 
PALAMEDES, by all the wicked ways and 

means 
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means he can invent? MELINTHUS, who 


was glad of ſuch' an opportunity to con- 
ceal the real Cauſe of his diſcontent, was 
pleaſed at her miſtake, and to keep her in 
this opinion, he ſaid, It is true, Madam, I do 
fear his Treachery, and that he will al- 
ways attempt upon our Lives; and it is 
more difficult to be ſecure againſt fo baſe 
a Villain, than to ward off the attacks of a 
courageous and open Enemy. Leave thar 
to me, ſaid EMILIA ; we muſt baniſh him 
from our Company by degrees, and then 
he cannot ſo eaſily hurt us: I have ſo far 
prevailed with my Siſter, by repreſenting 
to her how odious and deteſtable ſuch a 
Man is, and how dangerous an Acquain- 
tance, that ſhe already hates him. It is 
certain, ſaid MELINTHUs, that his company 
is very dangerous; for thoſe who frequent 
Perſons of ſuch ill Principles, do at one 
time or other partake with them in their 
Misfortunes. I begin, anſwered EMIL IA, 
tho” late, to find the Truth of what you 
tell me ; I thought him indeed capable of 
a wicked Action, but he always behaved 
himſelf fo reſpectfully, that I did not think 


he would do any thing to diſpleaſe us. I 


will not, continued ſhe, upbraid you with 
what I have done for you, in perſuading 
my Siſter to like PALAME DES: But only 
to convince you of the Love I have for you, 
and the Power and Influence I have over 

C 4 my 
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my Siſter, having changed into Hatred the 


Love ſhe had for one, we are highly ob- 
liged to, If you are diſpoſed to hear it,! 


will relate the ſtory as. briefly as I can. 
MELINTHUs, who was glad to let her talk, 


deſired ſhe would tell it, if it were not too : 


much trouble. 


4 T is now about three Years, ſaid ſhe, 
ſince my Siſter and I were both married on 
the ſame day to two Roman Knights; my 
Siſter to DEcrus, and I to ANTONY, But 


Decrvs's great Fondneſs for my Siſter, ſoon 


wearing off; he pretended love to me, 
which I reſiſted as diſcrectly as I could, to 
prevent its coming to the knowledge of 
my Husband and my Siſter, that it might 
not leſſen the Friendſhip that was betwixt 
us ; hoping that in time he would deſiſt of 
himſelf. This mild Method made him believe, 
I might at length be won, and that I had 
no other reſtraint but my love for my Hus- 


band. On the other hand, judging others 
by himſelf, he fancied AnToxy was in love 


with my Siſter, becauſe, without any de- 


ſign, they converſed together with ſome 


freedom; which raiſed ſuch a jealouſy in 


him, that he reſolved to make away with 


them both, which he thought would be of 
ſome ſervice to him in the Love he had 
for me: for he imagined I might be per- 
ſuaded to marry tym, if they were both 

dead. 
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dead. Being one day at Dinner at his 


Houſe, and going to help my ſelf to ſome- 


thing that looked very well, and whereof 
there was but little, he held my Arm, and 
feigning he had thought of ſomething he 
had to ſay to me, he kept talking to "me 
till ANToNY and CAMILLA had eat the 
2? beſt part of what was in the Diſh, and 
then he ſent it from the Table. Soon af- 

ter Dinner my Siſter grew ſick, and had 
the good luck to expel the Poiſon ; but my 
> Husband, who was in Years, and had eat 


the moſt, was ſeized with violent Pains, 


and tried ſeveral times to bring it up, but 


in vain; and all Remedies proving ineffec- 


tual, he died the next day. This Crime and 


> Deſign of Dxcrus being very viſible and 
apparent, I leave you to judge of the ex- 
coeſs of my Grief, and with what fury I 


* undertook to be revenged of him; nay, 


he afterwards pretended I ought to be ob- 


> liged to him for this Action, and would 
have me impute it to the violence of his 
Love for me; and not ſatisfied with the 
horrid Crime he had already committed, 
he was fully bent on my Siſter's deſtruction: 


ſo that I had no other means left to ſave 


her Life, but by taking her home to my 
2 Houſe, where I was reſolved to be at li- 
berty, and never think of a ſecond Marri- 
age. At this time MARCELLINUs fell ſo 


deeply in love with CAMILLA, that he 
Would 
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would have done any thing to oblige her: 1 


and ſceing us always in Tears; ſhe, becauſe 
DEclus ſought all means to kill her; and I, 


for the loſs of my Husband ; he undertook Þ 
to revenge us both, and deliver us from ſo 


cruel an Enemy. Sometime after we heard 
that DEcrus was found dead upon the Road, 


and MARCELLINUS hath ſince owned, that 


it had been done by his orders for our ſakes, 
which was a great ſatisfaction to us; and 
my Siſter, in gratitude, not miſliking his 
Perſon, has ever ſince received his Addreſſes. 
From that time he has been always ready 
to ſerve us in every thing that lay in his 
power to do; for which we are certainly 
very much obliged to him. But to his ſor- 
row, continued ſhe ſmiling, MELINTHUS 
is come from Syracuſe with ſuch irreſiſtible 
Charms, that for his ſake I have alienated 
my Siſter's Affections from one ſhe had the 
greateſt Obligations to, and fixed them upon 
PALAMEDES. I do not fay this to ſhew 
you how much you are beholden to me, 
nor to deſire you to pardon MARCELLINUS 
upon our account: but to convince you, 
that as I had influence enough over my Siſter 
to baniſh him from her Heart, I can eaſily 


light. 


MELINTHUS, who had been 
very attentive to this diſcourſe, and re- 
—_ 


prevail with her to baniſh him from her 


<> 
1 
of 
= 
bs”, 
2 
1 
£528 
9 
1 
85 
$165 
'% b 
"oy 
Beg | 
22 
1 %% 
* 3 
va 
0 
- 
7 


NN rw. 


4 
* 


< 06060 . 0600 2 wy 


* 


* 


O 


—— - 


9 


2 bs”: Er £27 25.” Dons 4 
8 £498 e 

2 1 #53 "3 7 
8 NY og SI, 4 6 


f MELINTHUS!. 27 


acaung in his mind on the Conduct of 
N theſe Women, who had been the Cauſe of 


8 ſuch tragical Events, believed not thoſe 
333 to have been altogether ground- 
leſs; knowing that thoſe who live in re- 
{ puration, and ſquare their Actions by the 
Kules of Virtue and Diſcretion, meet with 
no ſuch diſorderly Accidents. However, 
ilembling his thoughts, he anſwered, Ma- 
1 you daily give me ſo many repeated 
inſtances of your Love and Friendfhip, that 
| while I live they will always remain freſh 
in my remembrance ; but it is not reaſo- 
] nable to expect you ſhould be ungrateful 
to MARCELLINUS for our ſakes. I had ra- 


4 cher forgive MARCELLINUS upon your ac- 
4 count, than that you ſhould hate him upon 


mine. But I have one apprehenſion, ſince 


it appears by what you have ſaid of Man- 


* CELLINUS, that he ſcruples not to take a- 


[ way the Life of any perſon, that we ſhall 


+ be obliged to leave Rome, or at leaſt be de- 


1 Y prived of the happineſs of ſeeing you, to 
avoid the dangerous effects of his Rage; 
and you may judge what a trouble this will 
be to us. MELINTHUs, replied EMILIA, 
think not of leaving us; I had rather loſe 


* 


MARcELLINus for ever, than part with you. 


for a moment. Perhaps, ſaid he, CAM ILL A 
is not of the ſame mind. I am ſure, an- 
ſwered EMILIA, ſhe will follow my di- 


rections. However, Madam, replied he, 


L 1 
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it will be the beſt way to diſſemble with him, 
and at the ſame time be upon our guard. | I 
therefore deſire you will adviſe CAMILLA 1 
to give him a better reception, leſt he ſhould F 
openly declare himſelf our Enemy, and 
then we ſhall be obliged to leave this City, 
where he is too powerful for us to withſtand, 3} 
and ſo loſe you for ever. EMILIA, taking d 
him by the hand, ſaid, we will do — 3 

ever you deſire, and in return love as paſ- 
ſionarely as we wiſh. Madam, replied he, 
I call the Gods to witneſs, who know the 41 
Secrets of my Heart, that it is impoſlible for P 
me to love you more than I do. I believe ſi 
you, ſaid ſhe; then left him, to go and ac 

quaint her Siſter with the meaſures they 

had concerted together. Sg 


h 
. | 7 3 x 
MELINTHUSY being alone, thus 2 
amuſed himſelf with his own thoughts: 
Charming ARIANA, what wouldſt thou ſay 1 
if thou wert here! Wouldſt thou blame me 
for diſſembling a Paſſion for EMILIA ? or 
wouldſt thou pity me for this violence I 
do myſelf? It would be cruel and unjuſt to 
blame me, ſince Diſſimulation is ſo neceſlary 
at this time; and why ſhouldſt thou refuſe 
me thy pity, ſince it is for thy ſake I ſuffer 
ſo much? But all theſe Complaints are vain, 
ſeeing ſhe cannot hear them, nor know the 
torment I endure. She knows indeed her 
abſence is a pain to me, but ſhe cannot e 

| O 


0 of this additional load. Vet Wh ſhould 
ſhe, not know what I ſuffer? If I love her, 
ſhe is in my Heart; and if fo, ſhe is witneſs 


of all Iundergo for her ſake. This lovely 
nanner, tho ſhe has forbid me to diſcover 


id | q y Paſſion to her, however ſhe does not 
y, deſpiſe or diſapprove it; but being willing to 
d, judge the better of it, ſhe has taken up her 
1g welüne in my Soul, where finding herſelf 
t- loved and adored with ſo great reſpect, ſhe 


beholds with pleaſure theſe croſſes which 
e, affliet me, as ſo many proofs of my Love 
1e and her own Merit: Were it not for theſe 
Ir pleaſing Thoughts, my Life would be an in- 
e ſupportable burden to me. 


y 2 INthemean time, EMILIA coming to ſeek 
her Siſter in PALAMED ESS Chamber, inter- 
rupted them in a diſcourſe which was very 
agrecable to them. PALAMEDES's Love and 

taking Behaviour had won CAMILLa's. 

A Heart, who being moved with pity to ſee 

4 him in ſo deplorable a condition upon her 

= account, ſhe thus addreſſed nerielf to him. 

ls there any thing that can divert your Mind, 


3 ; 


9 3 O 
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3 or caſe your Pain? The ſight of you, Ma- 
am, ſaid PALAME DES, hath both thoſe ef- 
Z feats; for tho' Fortune has uſed me ſo ill, I 

cannot complain of the terms on which ſhe 

1 was pleaſed to bring me here, to have the 

12 of ſeeing you every moment. I 

Would not, ſaid _ have you often Pay ſo 

car 
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dear for my Favours; for at that rate they | 


would be more cruel than the greateſt rigour. 
But think of any thing you can ask or de. 
fire. Your Love, Madam, ſaid he, Which 
I ask as a Favour, tho I think I have pur. 


chaſed it with my Blood. You would not 
be here, replied CamiLLa, if my Heart 

were not already yours; and to convince 
you of it, I ſolemnly proteſt that I will 

forſake all to love you alone. He thanked 
her, and raiſed his Head from the Bolſter ? 
to kiſs her Hand. CaMILLa, feigning to 


lay his Head caſy, ſtoop d and kiſſed him; 


and the moving of his Head having made 


his Wound ſmart: What envious Devil, : 


cried he, thus mingles pain with aleatare | 
Then CAMILLA ſtooping and kiſling him 


5 ] 


again, ſaid, I will not let pain be the laſt 
that remains with you. Madam, ſaid he, 
were I but well, you ſhould not be thus be- 
fore-hand with me. One ſhould, anſwered ®* 


ſhe, have pity on the ſick. Madam, ſaid he, 


if you will ſometimes favour me with a 
Kiſs, I promiſe when J recover to pay ten 
Kiſſes for one. I will not, replied ſhe, en- 
gage you ſo deeply in debt. I proteſt, ſaid 


he, they ſhall be the firſt Debts I will dif 


charge. Here EMILIA interrupted them; 
and after a little common diſcourſe, told 


them what MELINTHUs and ſhe had con- 


ſulted concerning MARCELLINUs. At the 


fame time came a Meſſenger to PALa- 
MEDES from his Father, with theſe Leters. 
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= 


ARISTIDES wo PALAMEDES. 


Do not doubt, Son, but Rome has charms 
eno to detain you, your whole Life; 
but remember that you have an affectionate 
and loving Father, who would be glad to 


ſee you; and a Siſter, whoſe Marriage with 


AMINTAS ig near concluded, and we only 


7 wait your return to determine the Happineſs 
2 4 your Siſter's Life. For our ſakes then 
7 /eaveRome, and come and enjoy our Friend- 


Hip, if you ſtill value it. 


ARITANA, who loved MELINTHus, 
tho' ſhe did not care he ſhould know it, fore- 
ſaw how much this news would troublehim ; 
and therefore took care to write to her Bro- 


ther at the ſame time; knowing that he 
= would ſhow both the Letters to MELIN- 


THUS, 2 


Letter from ARIANA to PAL A. 


MEDES. 


DEAR BROTHER, 
YOU will wonder that my deſigns differ 

from my Fathers; but I deſire you 
would not haſten your return upon my ac- 
count; for I only wait your arrival to de- 
clare that I never will marry AMINTAS, 
for ſome reaſons I ſhall tell you: it is in 
5 i 
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your power to ſtay or come, as it will one day | 
be in mine to chuſe with whom I will 
live. n l 1 
PALAMEDES judged, that theRea- 
ſons which induced his Sifterto write this Let- 
ter, muſt have been very great; and de- 
ſiring to ſee MELINTHUs, who immediately 
roſe out of his bed, and came to him, he 
gave him the Letters to read, and obſerved 
he changed colour ſeveral times; but know- 
ing MELINTHUS was deſirous to conceal his 
Paſſion, he was willing to favour his diſ- 
cretion, and reſolved not to mention any 
thing about it, till MELINTHus ſhould think 
fit of himſelf to declare it; fo great a re- 
ſpect had he for this wiſe and virtuous Friend. 
When MELinTHus had read the Letters, 
PALAMEDES, to prevent his ſuſpecting that 
he had perceived any thing, ſpoke to him 
as follows. The Letters you ſent ſince *? 
theſe came away, are a ſufficient excuſe for 
our not returning. They are very lawful 7 
Excuſes, replied MELINTHUs, but they will 
not be very agreeable to them; and now 1 
ſee you out of danger, I repent having o- 
beyed you, ſince it will give them ſo much 
uncaſineſs and apprehenſion. My Siſter, ' 
faid PALAMEDES, will not be ſorry that! 
have given her this opportunity of ſeeing 
Italy. But that ſhe may find us both well, 
I deſire you will go to bed; for I am ſure 
you 


F 
2 
"SY 
DT. 
HY 
* 
2 
7:38 
> 
2 


pgs Bnps e . e ks kw a: 


„ MELINTHUS. «AE 


u want reſt, after all the trouble you have 
E. upon my account. MELINTHUS be- 
ing returned to his Chamber, he thanked 
ARIANA in his Heart for ſending that Let- 
ter, to caſe him of his fears; for he eaſily 
perceived, it was more deſigned for him than 
her Brother; and having more rcaſon to 
rejoice than he had ever dared to hope, he 
reſolved to bear with patience the conſtraint 
he was obliged to uſe in EMILIA's company. 

And his Wounds being cloſed, he ſpent moſt 

of his time with his Friend, of whom he 

took ſo much care, that PALAMEDEs, with 

the aſſiſtance of the Ladies, ſoon found 

himſelf able to riſe, tho' not without ſome 
pain and difficulty. | 
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0 to ſee his Friend on the mend- 
ing hand, he himſelf was ſeiz- 
ed with a violent Fever : the 
=D loſs of Blood he had ſuſtained, 
his fatiguing himſelf with the 


Care of his Friend, and the great uneaſi- 
neſs upon his Spirits, had ſo Weakned him, 


that he was in more danger than PALA- 


ME DES. EMILIA, who was very anxious | 
for his recovery, and had been very care- 
ful and tender of him, blamed her ſelf for 
having ſuffered him to be fo much with * 
his Friend; however, by the help of Re- 
medies, the Fever abated very much. Juſt | 
at this time word was brought them, that 
ARISTIDES and ARIANA were arrived and | 
deſired to ſee them. PALAMEDES was hard- 
ly yet able to walk, but had been carried 
to MELINTHUs's Bed-ſide, and was very | 
glad his Father would happen to find him | 


there, to leſſen his Fear and Concern at 
their firſt Interview ; but he was very much 
troubled 


U 
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troubled for his Friend. EMILIA was by 
the Bed-ſide, little imagining how hatctul 


and odious the Sight of her was to ME- 


LINTHUS: and CAMILLA was talking to 
PALAMEDES, when ARISTIDES came into 
the Room, followed by the beautiful A- 
RIANA. After he had cmbraced his Son, 
and expreſſed his Joy for finding him ſo much 
better than he expected, ARIANA took off 
her Veil, and diſcoverd ſo much Beauty, 
as dazzled the Eyes of the Bcholders. She 
had a Sweetneſs and Majeſty, which crea- 
ted Love and Awe at the ſame time: Her 
Skin was delicately white, her Eyes lively, 
her Shape tall and caſy, her Gait and Air 
grave and modeſt, and the S7c//zan Habit 
was ſo exceedingly becoming her, that it 
was impoſlible to ſee her with indifferency. 
She was attended by a Woman Servant, 
named EPIcHARIS, who might have paſſed 
for agreeable, had not An faxA been pre- 


ſent. PALAMEDEs had formerly been her 
Lover. 


THE ſight of thoſe new Viſitors, had 


very different Effects upon the Company. 


PALAMEDES was overjoyed to ſce his Siſter. 


MELINTHVUSs was no leſs ſo, but very much 


aſhamed of being found among thoſe La- 
dies, who tho' extreamly handſome, he 


thought very undeſerving of his Love and 


Eflcem, : and was under an Apprchenſion it 
D 2 | would 
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would leſſen AxIANAs good Opinion of 
him. EMILIA and CAMILLA viewed her 
with Envy and Indignation, rather than 
Admiration. But as ſhe was Siſter to CA- 
MILLAa's Lover, ſhe left the whole ſhare of 
Uncaſineſs to her Siſter, who did not fail 
to make her Obſervations on the Looks 
and Bchaviour of MELINTHUs and ARIANA, 
and put ſuch Conſtructions as grieved her 
to the Soul, and deſtroyed her moſt darling 
Hopes: Even ARIANA would have had 
much ado to recover her ſelf from the diſ- | 
order her Thoughts had put her into, had 
ſhe not been favoured by the Opportunity ' 
of talking to her Brother, while Ar1STIDES | 
Was diſcourſing with MELINTHUs. Then A- 
RISTIDES taking his Son aſide to ſpeak to | 
him, ſhe addretled her ſelf to the ſick Per- 
ſon, who, at her approach, felt a thouſand | 
different Paſſions. She thanked him for | 
the Care he had had of her Brother, and de- 
fired he would accept of the ſame Care | 
from her in return for ſo great Obligations. | 
Charming ARIANA, faid MELINTHUS, you | 
arc dom to command, and not to ſerve, 
your Preſence is ſufficient to drive away 
all Pain and Grief; already ſince your Ar- 
rival I find my ſelf much better, and 1 
hope I ſhall not any longer be troubleſome | 
to theſe Ladies, from whom we have re- 
ccived abundance of Civility. Though all 
this Diſcourſe Was death to EMIL IA, yet 


CT ſhe 
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Temptations. 


of which you are the Cauſe : 
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ſhe anſwered, that People of their Merit 
could not be thought troubleſome, and that 
it was much more likely they were weary 


of being with them; that ſhe plainly ſaw 


ARIANA would deprive her of him, whom 
ſhe had taken ſo much Care to preſerve, 
but that let him be where he would, he 
could never find a Heart more affectionate, 
nor ready to ſerve him. In ſpeaking theſe 
laſt words, ſhe ſeemed angry and provoked, 

which obliged MELINTHvus to ſay to her, 
Own ingenuouſly now, Madam, that you 


have not ſo indifferent an Opinion of your 


ſelf, as to think we can ſo eaſily eſcape 
from you. Seeing ſhe remained ſilent, to 
give her time to. recover herſelf, he con- 
tinued, I am ſure, ARIAN A, ſeeing here 
ſo much Beauty attended with ſuch Advan- 
tages of Wealth and Power, is in pain for 
us, and fears the ill Conſequences that may 
enſue, judging rightly that it is very diffi- 
cult to guard our ſelves againſt ſuch violent 
The Indiſpoſition that de- 
tains us here, is the leaſt we feel, you would 
not be ſo careful to cure our greateſt Pain, 


but IWill 


not reproach thoſe to whom we are ſo much 
obliged; I will content my ſelf with telling 
you, that you are too ſenſible, how much 
we are engaged to you; ſince beſides what 
is owing to your Merit, Fortune has brought 
us under ſuch Obligations for ſo careful 
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and ſcaſonable an Aſſiſtance. This Diſ- 
courſe ſcemed to pacify EMILIA, and ME— 
LIN THVs ſaw it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
diſſemble, and not anger her, that he might 
the eaſicr get from thence; yet he ſpoke 
in ſuch. a manner, that ARIANA might 
caſiy perccive all this was only a Compli- 
ment, and otherwiſe he would not have 
ſpoke ſo freely in her hearing: however, 
ſhe feared what EMILIA's Anſwer might 
be, but AkISTIDES, who had been talking 
with PALAMEDEs, interrupted them. 


THIS good Father was overjoyed to 
ſee his Son out of Danger, but was not at all 
pleaſed with the State and Magnificence 
he lived in, nor with his being in com- 
pany with thoſe Ladies, whoſe Conduct 
and Behaviour was very different from the 
ſtrict Virtue and Modeſty of the Hicilian 
Ladies: but Diſcretion, .and Good-nature 
made him conceal his Thoughts at that 
time. Then asking his Son how he came 
to be there, he adviſed him to return to 
his own Lodgings as ſoon as poſſible he 
could, to avoid giving thoſe Ladics any 
more trouble than needs muſt. In com- 
mon Civility he returned EMIL1a- and Ca- 
MILLA abundance of Thanks for their 
Care of his Son. PALAMEDES ſeeing that 
 MELINTHUS was going to give his Father 
an Account of their Adventures and Tra- 
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vels ſince they left Sicily, deſired his Siſter 
to walk into another Room, if ſhe would 
hear the Particulars of what had happened. 


PALAMEDE Ss Story. 


DEAR SISTER, 


A S you are no Stranger to my Humour, 
I believe you already prepared to hear 
the many Follies, and mad Exploits in the 


relation I am going to make of what has 


happened to me ſince I left Sicily. I thank 
the Gods for having given me a Siſter 
whoſe virtuous Example has often been a 


RKeſtraint to my wild Extravagancies, and 


a Friend, who, by his good Advice, has 
often prevented the Dangers I might have 

fallen into. From Syracuſe to Rome, no- 
thing remarkable befel us, the Voyage was 


pleaſant and agreeable enough; for wherc- 
ever MzLintavs i is, he never fails of being 


entertaining: ſo that our Ambaſladors would 
never be without our Company, and per- 
ceiving his Vivacity and Prudence, and my 
open and free Humour, would never de- 


liberate any thing without conſulting us.. 


After our Arrival in this City, MELINTHUS 


| was not long cer he was known, and ac- 


quired the Eſteem and Friendſhip of all 


__ that reſpect a good Birth, and great Merit. 


At length we became acquainted with Peo- 


ple of the greateſt diſtinction, and there 
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were few who did not court or ſeek our 
Company and Acquaintance : They would 
often fetch us out to the publick Diver- 
ſions; to have the pleaſure of our Conver- 
ſation, in all which I could but admire the 
extraordinary Force of MELINTHUS's Me- 
rit, which could command and gain both 
Reſpect and Love from ſo n and 
luxurious a Pcople. 


I muſt own that the ſtately Mognificence: 

of Rome dazzled my Eyes, and 1 deſpiſed 
all the fineſt Buildings and Cities I had 
ſcen in Greece and Afa. Nothing can ex- 
ceed the majeſtick Grandeur of the Em- 
peror's Court, the grave and auguſt Sena- 


tors, the rich Dreſſes of the Raman Ladies, 


Who ſeemed to me like ſo many Princeſſes; 
in ſhort, I forgot every thing I had ſeen. 
formerly, to admirc what was, preſent be- 
fore my eyes: but inſtead of thinking the 
meaner of my ſelf, in conſideration of their 
Grandeur, my Courage aſpired to an E- 
quality with them, and I was ambitious of 
being eſteemed by the moſt illuſtrious a- | 
mong them, MELINTRHUs viewed all thoſe 
things with another eye, and inſtead - of 
admiring them, he thought them below 
him, not by an auſtere and rigid Wiſdom, 
but a right Knowledge and Underſtanding . 
of the Nature of things, which he could 
no otherwile value or «Niger, but as they 


were 
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were inſtrumental to or ſerved for an Orna- 
ment to Virtue. : 


I. O VE, you know, is the predominant 
Paſſion of my Heart; and I being abſent 
from my Miſtreſs, as well as my Country, 
it was not long before I ſought an engage- 
ment with one of thoſe great Ladies. One 
day in particular, being at the Theatre, 
we happen'd to ſit near two Ladies, whoſe. 
Beauty immediately drew my Eyes. ME- 
LINTHUS, perceiving them fixed upon the 
Ladies, put his Hand before my Eyes; You 
ſeek your own Danger and Ruin, faid he: 
believe me, you had better look another 
way. I was conſidering which I would 
chuſe, and this interruption diverted my 
Thoughts, but not my Deſign. 1 own'd to 
him, I thought them very handſome, and 
_ Wiſhed I was near enough to ſpeak to them, 
but the Croud was ſo great, that it was 
impoſſible; thoſe that were near, treated 
them with abundance of Reſpect, which 
very much increaſed the Love, and Eſteem 
had for them, She who ſat neareſt me 
ſcemed much the moſt affable, and free in 
her Carriage ; the other ſeemed too haugh- 
| ty and imperious for me, who am an Ene- 
my to trouble and difficulty. I fixed upon 
her whom I thought not only the moſt 
affable, but the moſt agreeable; then ask- 
ing their Names, 1 was informed that one 
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was named EMILIA, the other CAMILLA, 
two Siſters, both very much admired in 
Rome for their Beauty; that EMILIA had 
no particular Favourite, but treated her 
Lovers with Contempt; and that MAR- 
CELLINUS, one of the Emperor's chief Fa- 
vourites, was entirely poſſeſſed of the other. 


I was a little ſurprized at the Authority 
and Greatneſs of my Rival, but it did not 
abate my Courage; on the contrary, I 
thought, I might more caſily obtain a Fa- 
vour that was granted to another. When 
I came home, I began to be very penſive: 
MELINTHUS, who had obſcrved how I fixed 
my Eyes upon CAMILLA, ſeemed as thought- 
ful as I; at length breaking ſilence, he ſaid, 
tell me your Thoughts, and 1 will tell you 
mine. Never, ſaid I, did I conceal any thing 
from you. I will tell you, ſays he, that 
within theſe two or three hours, I am be- 
come violently in love. I anſwered, and 
ſo am I. That's very poſlible, ſays he; but 
may 1 tell you the Object? As freely, ſays 
I, as I will tell you. I love, ſays he, one 
of thoſe Ladies that ſat near us at the Play. 
And fo do I, ſays I: but pray which did 
you like beſt? That, ſays he, that you like 
leaſt: I muſt then, continued he, tell you 
that I like CAMILLAa. I anſwered him, a 
little ſurprized, So do 1; then ee. 
my ſelf from my Surprize, I told him * 
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if he would aſſiſt me in getting the other, 


IT would quit my Love and Pretenſions to 
_ CaMILLA. For my part, ſays he, I will re- 


ſign all Intereſt with cither of them. Then 
perceiving that he bantered, I told him, I 


imagined neither of thoſe Ladies were 


agreeable to him; that for my part I was 
not ſo nice nor difficult, that I always ſought 
Diverſions ſuitable to my Humour, and 


what was in my power. I fear, ſaid he, 


your Humour will lead you where you 
will want Power to gain acceſs. Then he 
ſeriouſly, and like a Friend, repreſented to 
me the ill Conſequences that might attend 


ſuch a Purſuit, that this Lady was already 


engaged to a powerful Rival: but theſe 
weighty Reaſons did not ſo much diminiſh 
my Love, as the Difficulty increaſed it. 


I conſidered what means I muſt uſe to 


be introduced into this Lady's Company, 


which I found very eaſy ; for by the aſſiſt- 
ance of a Friend, we were very courteouſ- 


ly and civilly received: they, like others, 


were not long ſtrangers to MELINTHUS's 
Merit; for wherever he went, he was be- 
loved and reſpected, which I never envied : 
but I was vexed that he who had the leaſt 


Deſign, ſhould meet with the beſt Recep- 
tion. However, my gay Temper was not 


diſagrecable to CAMILLAa; ſhe loved to 


laugh, and you know I am not fad: ſhe 


took 
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took delight in hearing me play on the 
Harp, and would often ſing while I played: 
whenever I mentioned my Love, ſhe was 
pleaſed to receive it, as Words of courſe ; 
and deſiring ſhe' would be aſſured of the 
Violence of my Paſſion, I aid to her, 
Madam, is it poſſibl e you can be ſo igno- 
rant of your own Charms, as to think all 
I fay are Compliments? I beg you to be- 
lieve, that as you are the moſt beautiful 
Perſon living, ſo Iam the moſt paſſionate- 
ly in love: and that no Conſideration 
whatever can binder my living and dying 
in your Service To which ſhe coldly an- 
ſwered, ſhe had not known me long enough, 
to be acquainted with my humour : that 
however ſhe would tell me her's was to 


know how to puniſh thoſe who abuſed her 


free and familiar Carriage. I was a little 
confounded at her ſay ing ſo; but I imme- 
diately anſwered, It is my Reſolution never 
to love any other but you, whatever rigour 
you are pleaſed to threat me with. We 
were interrupted by MARCELLINUS's coming 
in, but ſhe left me in as great confuſion as 
ever I was in, in my Life. 


EMILITA, as you ſec, docs not excel 
her Siſter in Beauty, but very much in Wit 
and good Senſe; and knows how to gain 
not only the good Opinion, but an Aſcen- 
vor over thoſe, with whom fhe con- 
verſes, 
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verſes. When MELINTHUs came home, and 
found me meditating and contriving how 


to win EMILI1A's fayour, in order to gain 
her Siſter's, he ſaid to me, without ſeem- 


ing to mind how penſive I was, That no 
one could be happy that was inſenſible of 
Love. I anſwered, This Happineſs is often 
imbittered with torment. Nevertheleſs, 
ſays he, I ſee you paſs thoſe Hours you are 
with CAMILLA, with abundance of Satis- 


faction and Delight; but for me, who meet 
with no Ladies here that pleaſe me, the 


Converſation of Women is a puniſhment. 
Then ſeeing he had much ado to forbear 
laughing, I cried out, ah! MELINTHUs, do 
not ſport with my miſery: Is this the re- 
gard you have for your Friend, and the 


Effect of that Friendſhip you have promiſed 
me, to divert your ſelf at my expence, 
and aggravate my Affliction? My deſign, 


ſays he, is not to torment you, but to let 
you ſee you had better follow my Advice 
for the future. I own'd I was in fault, 


but that now I had given my Heart, I 


muſt endeavour to gain hers. And by what 
means, replicd he? Yours, fays I. Was you 
as ſure of Succeſs, as you are of the Means, 


ſaid he, you need only ſay what you would 


have done. Feign a Love to EMILIA, 
ſaid I; then, having g gained her Ain, 
oblige her to uſe her intereſt, with her 


Siſter in my behalf. Do you imagine, ſaid 


he, 
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he, that I can prevail any more with 
EMILIA, than you can with ws 77 | | 
and that a feigned Affection can ſucceed, 
better than a real one? Try, ſaid 1, if you 
cannot really love her; and then it may” 
be agrecable to you to ſerve your Friend. 
But; faid he, ſhould I be as unhappy as 
your ſelf, what then? I am ſure you will 
not, ſaid I, for EMILIA already ſeems not 
a little to. admire your Converſation, and 
I dare ſay, will receive your Addreſſes. 
I am not ſo vain as to think ſo, ſaid ME- 
LINTHUS; but I muſt own to you, I can 
neither admire nor eſteem her, nor love any 
Lady whoſe Conduct is fo contrary to the 
ſtrict Rules of Virtue, and Modeſty, whoſe 
Vanity and Aſſurance is to me inſupport- 
able. After having let him rail againſt theſe 

two Ladies, as much as he thought fit, I 

conjured him to force his natural Temper, 
and, for my ſake, to feign Love to EMILIA ; 
which he promiſed me he would, ſince it 
would be only his trouble to ſerve me, 
without any apprehenſion or danger of a 
real Engagement: and aſſured me, if he 
had any Succeſs, he ſhould wholly employ 


it in my Service, deſiring no other re- 
Ward. 


SURELY, interrupted ARIANA, ME- 
LIN THUs has a great contempt for Women, 
ſince he could ſo hardly be perſuaded to 

ſpend 
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| ſpend a few hours in their Company to 
oblige yon. No, replied PALAMEDES, it is 
not hae he deſpiſes them, for no one 
ſhews them more Reſpect, or treats them 
with more good Manners ; but I believe he 
has not hitherto met with any that deſerves 
his Love, and that his Honeſty and Inte- 
grity is ſuch, that he does not care to ſay 
what he does not think: and in this he 
gave me a very great Proof of his Friend- 
ſhip; for againſt his own Inclination, he 
feigned a Paſſion for EMILIA ſo well, that 
I my ſelf thought it real. Perhaps, replied 
ARIANA, it might inſenſibly change fo, 
and this Scorner finding an affable, and a- 
grecable Reception, would not deſpiſe the 
good Fortune that offered. You ſhall hear, 
ſaid PALAMEDES what uſe he made of it. 


HITHERTO EmMiILIA had treated her 
Lovers with Diſdain and Indifterency. It 
is certain ſhe is handſome, and has a great 
many agreeable Qualities; and all that ever 
were in her Company, except MELINTHUS, 
admire her; among others, 'TREBACIUS, 
Tribune of the Emperor's Guards, was 
paſſionately in love with her, but ſhe treated 
him with the utmoſt Rigour and Contempt, 
and received MELINTHUS's Addreſſes as a. 
Conqueſt ſhe had deſired, and was proud 
of, and boaſted of it to her rcal Lovers, 


cruelly t to aggravate them: ſo that TREBA- 
CIUS 
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c1Us was obliged to come to a Reſolution, 
never to ſee her more. But Love, who 
would be revenged of her, for all her Scorn 
to thoſe who really loved her, made her 
too ſenſible of the Merit and Accompliſh- 
ments of MELINTHUs, who deſpiſed her ; 
| the began to grow uneaſy at his abſence, 
and had no other Comfort, but in ima- 
gining that he had the ſame Regard for her. 


MELI N THUS perceiving our De- 
ſign had taken effect, judged that to manage 


this rightly, he muſt ſeem to avoid, out 


of diſcretion, what he indeed did deſign 
to ſhun. He informed me of what had 
paſſed, and we agreed together, that to 
prevent provoking MARCELLINUS I {ſhould 
never make the leaſt diſcovery of my Paſ- 
ſion in his preſence, but rather make him 
believe we had too great a Reſpect for him 


to make love where he was already en- 


gaged. This Behaviour, and ſome little 
Civilities we paid him, gained us his Friend- 
ſhip, inſomuch that he ſpoke very much 
in our praiſe to the Emperor, who deſired 
to ſee us. 


NOW was my happy time, for MELIN- 
THUS wanting an Opportunity to avoid be- 
ing alone with EMILIA, found a way to be 
rid of this trouble: for ſeeing MARCELLI- 
NUS pretended to be a good — 

an 


— 
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and ſeemed to admire a learned Converſa- 
tion, when he ſaw him moſt earneſtly talk- 
ing to CAM ILL A, he immediately began ſome - 
ſublime uncommon Subject with EMILIA. 
MARCELLINUS, leſt he ſhould ſeem igno- 
rant of what they were talking, would imme- 
diately quit CAMILLA to engage in this Dif 
courſe, which MELINTHus knew how to ſpin 
out; and begin others, in which MARCELLI- 
NUs would be ſo deeply engaged, that he 
would forget CAMILLA, and leave me his 
Place to my great Satisfaction; and MELIN- 
THUS freed himſelf from that ſort of Conver- 
ſation, which was very irkſom to him. 


MARCELLINUS as1 before obſethult, | 


1 had mentioned us to the Emperor, and a- 


mong other Qualifications MELINTHUS was 
maſter of, had commended him for making 
excellent Greek Verſes, and for playing 
well on the Harp, and that we had beeri 
Victors at the Olympick Games. It is at 
this time the darling Paſtime of this Prince, 


to make Verſes, and repeat them upon the 


Stage; finging, in the preſence of a great 
Audience, vying with thoſe whoſe Pro- 
feſſion it is: After we had paid our Re- 


ſpects to NERO, he commanded us to be 


ready in two days to attend him upon the 
Stage, and diſpute the Prize deſtined fot 


the victori 10Us. 


* 
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IT was with no ſmall regret, that M r- 
LINTHUS reſolved to obey him, to appear 
in an Action ſo little ſuitable to the Great- | 
nels of his Courage; but as ridiculous as it 
was to ſec ſo great a Prince ſo fond of 
things ſo much beneath his Majeſty, ne- 
vertheleſs when I ſaw my ſelf upon the 
Theatre richly dreſt, with the greateſt Men 
in the Univerſe, treading upon Cloth of 
Gold and Purple, ſurrounded with the Em- 


peror's Guards, and applauded by the Au- 


dience, my Heart felt a ſecret Pleaſure too 
great to be expreſſed. MELINTHUS repre- 
ſented OrRenEvs when he petitioned PLUTo |? 
to releaſe EURYDICE out of Hell, and re. 
peated that fine Poem you have often hear; 
with which he ſo raviſhed the Ears of thjhe 
People, that the Houſe rung with their |? 
Applauſe. I was dreſt like AroLLO, near | F- 
me was placed a Laurel, to repreſent him 
when he purſued DaeanE, m.etamorphiz'd d 
into that Tree. At the ſame time I ſung | 
thoſe Verſes you have heard me repeat, and 
play d upon the Harp. EMILIA and Ca- 
MILLA were not far from us; I was more 
highly delighted with a Sign of Approba- 
tion from CAMILLA, than any other. When | 
every one had performed their part, NR Ro 


was declared Victor, nevertheleſs we were 


adjudged the next. They preſented M-. 
LINTHUS with a Gold Crown ſet with i? 
2 Diamonds 


n 


TOI 
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Diamonds and Pearls, and me with a Harp 


ſet with Emeralds; on which was a Lion's 


Head, with the Mouth open, and the 
Tongue hanging out, which was one large 


fine Ruby. I am ſurprized, ſaid ARIAaNa, 
that Strangers had ſo much Juſtice done 
them, for probably NERO had no right to 


the Prize. If the Judges did wrong, the 


Emperor himſelf corrected _ 
by which means he acquired leſs Envy, and 


 MELINTHUs more Glory; for after having 
received the Crown of Laurel, he placed 
it upon the Head of MELINTHUs; and to 


let him ſee how well he liked his Perfor- 


mances, commanded him to ask whatever 


he would. MELINTHUs thanked him for 
ſo many Favours, and without meditating 
what he ſhould ask, deſired (as you know) 
an Exemption of the Tributes paid by the 
City of Sracuſe. NERO, admiring his 
Generoſity, in preferring the Good of his 


Country to his private Intereſt and Advan- 


tage, not only granted what he asked, but 
ſeveral other Privileges to our City ; be- 
ſowing alſo on us many extraordinary 


o 


Preſents, and making us free Citizens of - 


Rome. 


_ THIS Prince has good Intervals, and 

ſometimes docs Actions ſuitable to the Dig- 
nity of his Rank; but they are over-bal- 
lanced by a great number of ſuch enormous 
| : E 2 Crimes, 
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Crimes, and ſavage Cruelty, with which he 1 
is not aſhamed to ſtain the Honours of ſa- 
cred Majeſty; nay, he even takes delight 
to exerciſe the greateſt barbarity on his Fa- 


vourites, or thoſe whom he has moſt fa- 


voured, as his Mother and ſeveral others 


have lately experienced. 


AS PALAMEDES was procceding | in this 


part of his Story, a Servant came to ac- |? 


quaint him that Orho was come to take 
his leave, being going a long Voyage. He 


Was talking to MELINTHUs, when PALa- 7? 
ME DES entered the Room, to whom he 
| likewiſe related his Misfortunes and Diſ- 
grace, that NERO had taken his Wife Sa- 


BINA, and exiled him to the Government 
of Luſitania in Spain: that it troubled 


him very much to leave them in the power | 
f MARCELLINUS, who would riſe the 
higher by his Fall and Diſgrace; and con- 
_  ſequently prove the more formidable Ene- 
my. MELINTHvUs aſſured him, their loſs 
of him was very great, yet he was more 
concerned for him than for himſelf. When 
Orno was gone, MELINTHUs related the 


Story of Orho's Misfortunes to the Com- 


pany, ſuppoſing it was no Secret in Rome. 
Every one was ſorry for him, for he had 
a great many excellent Qualities, and a- 


mongſt others was a generous, diſintereſted, 


and {ſincere Friend. While the Company ! 
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was very earneſtly engaged on this Subject, 
PALAMEDES and his Siſter returned into 
the next Room to make an end of their 
Diſcourſe, and continued as follows. 


I think we were interrupted, when I was 
telling you what Applauſe we met with 
upon the Stage. After we had left the 

Emperor, we were accompanied by our 

Friends, and a great number of People, to 

> Þ our Lodgings, but I thought long till theſe 

eCeremonies were over, and I at liberty to 

Wait on CAMILLA. I deſired MELINTHUS 

e to go with me; we found them alone, for 
XZ MARCELLINUS had accompanied NERO to 

the Palace. Come, ſays EMILIA, let us 

t receive theſe Victors with the Reſpe& that 

4 is due to them. MEeLinTHus, with one 

r | ÞF Knee to the ground, ſaid, We come to 

e lay theſe Victories at your feet. Why, ſays 

„ ſhe, I did not compoſe thoſe Verſes you re- 

cited. Neither can I play upon the Harp, 

(6 fſaid CAMILLA. The deſire we had to 

c pleaſe you, Madam, faid I, has made us 
voanquiſh all Rome. Your favourable Looks 

le alone, Ladies, fays MELINTHvs, are ſuffi- 

- cient: Fortune can refuſe nothing to thoſe 

who are poſſeſſed of this Happineſs. Ca- 

bd MILLA anſwered with her uſual Sprightli- 

a- | neſs and Gaiety; If our Eyes have gained 

4, this Victory, I think them excellent Poets, 
and fine Performers upon the Harp. I an- 

{wered, her Eyes were much more inge- 

| „ nious 


— 
is 
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nious than we, for they knew how to make 
themſelves beloved, which was more than 
we could do. I was afraid to begin a De- 
claration of my Paſſion : however, puffed 
up with the good fortune of my Victory, 


and ſeeing her in a gay Humour, I ſaid, ? 
there was no Satisfaction in this Life, but 
was mixed with ſome Trouble, and that we 
often had moſt reaſon to complain of For- 
tune, when ſhe ſeemed moſt favourable. 
That's very true, replied  CAMILLA, but 
ray what Reaſon have you to ſay ſo! Þ? 
hy, ſays I, this very day the People think 
me happy, think Fortune my Friend; and 
in regard to you, ſhe is my great Enemy. 
If fo, ſays ſhe, you ought carefully to a- 
void my Company, and frequent the pub- 
lick Aſſemblies where ſhe does favour. But 
ſaid I, Madam, I cannot be happy without 
you, and to be happy then, would you 
have me fly, and avoid you? If you deſire 7 
my Friendſhip and Efteem, ſays ſhe, as much 
as a Perſon of your Merit deſerves, you 
need not think your ſelf unhappy. The 
Merit, continued I, is not very great, ſince 
it cannot acquire your Love. The Great- * 
neſs of your Merit, ſaid ſhe, has gained 
my Love. And has not the Perſon too, 
ſaid I? I eſteem him, anſwered ſhe. No- 
thing more? I replied. Yes, I reſpect him. 
O Gods! cryed I, what eſteem, reſpe&t, 


without Love? I don't know what you 
—- talk 
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talk of, ſays ſhe. What you yourſelf have 
taught me, Madam, ſays I undeſignedly. 


Then, ſays ſhe, but do you deſire that you and 
I ſhould agree? Certainly, Madam, ſays I. 


Then pray, ſays ſhe, let us be indifferent oneto 


the other. I expected a more favourable An- 
ſwer, and was at a loſs what to ſay, neither 
had I opportunity; for ſhe left me, to go to 
EMILIA. I followed her, deſiring EMILIA 
to decide our diſpute, but was interrupted 
by MARCELLINUS. So after ſome little 


3 talk of what had paſled that day, [ returned 


home with my Friend. 


WHEN we were come home, he told me 
what ſucceſs he had had with EMILIA, 
who began the diſcourſe herſelf, by asking 
him what he thought of his good fortune 
that day? MELinTHUs anſwered, It has 
been favourable in what I am leaſt ſollici- 
tous for, and frowns where I could with 


| 4 | ſhe ſmiled. And what, replied ſhe, can 


MELINTHvus deſire that he may not cxpet 
and obtain, with all thoſe advantages he is 
poſſeſſed of ? The honour, Madam, of your 
Favour and Eſteem. It ſhall not be my 
fault, ſays ſhe, if you are not as happy as 


you can wiſh yourſelf; for nothing in my 


power ſhall be wanting to make you ſo. 
Are fr ſatisfied ? faid ſhe. Madam, ſaid 
he, I am; and receive ſo high Favours 
with the ſubmiſſion I ought, But I am not, 

| E 4 ſays 
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ſays ſhe: And to imitate the Magnificence 
of the Emperor, and let you ſee how much 
I eſteem you, I promiſe whatever you can 
ask, as far as is conſiſtent with my Honour. 
MELInTHUs, feigning himſelf tranſported Þ 
with joy, told her, that ſince ſhe was pleaſed 
to favour him ſo highly, to give her an In- 
ſtance of his Sincerity in whatever he pro- 
feſſed, either Love or Friendſhip, he asked ? 


no other favour, but that ſhe would uſe her 
Intereſt with CAMILLA to receive the Ad: 


dreſles of his Friend: then, ſaid he, I fhall 
be at leiſure to think of my own Happt 


neſs. Ithink, replied EMILIA, you forget 
yourſelf to take care of your Friend; but 


ſince it is your deſire, I will certainly do it, 
without efteeming it any obligation upon 


you. MELINTHUS thanked her, and repre- 


ſented to her what I ſuffered, and What [ | 


need I had of her aſſiſtance; when CamMiL 
LA interrupted them with leaving me. 


b e leave you to judge, Siſter, how | f 


pleaſed I was with this news, knowing what 


F EY 


rin, hand — jo „e 


an aſcendant EMILIA had over her Siſter, 


and how ready ſhe was to oblige MELIN- 3 
THUS. I thought myſelf almoſt ſure of ſuc- - 
ceſs, and I was not deceived ; for I found 
CAMILLA much more obliging in her Con- J 
verſation, and that I was not hated. As 1 
Love ingrolles a large ſhare of my time, 3 


I muſt omit t great part of my Adventures, 1 


you Þ 


Ge - 
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© yon have not patience to hear that part re- 
h lating to my Amours. But bad as I am my 
in ſelf, I have a great regard to Virtue in others; 
r. and as I know it is tireſome and di ſagreeable 
d to you, ſhallſhorten it as much as I can. But 
d to proceed; Iam not one of thoſe who are 
1- Fungrateful to Fortune, by concealing her Fa- 
0- vours. I began to grow weary of my diſ- 
xd Meretion, and of being obliged to feign a 
ct reſervedneſs before the meaneſt Servant in 
d. the Houſe. However, having CAMILLA's 
11 F Commands to obey, and MELINTHUsS's Ad- 
vice to follow, who feared left it ſhould 
et reach MARCELLINUS's ears, who was a ty- 
ut JF rannical Lover, I forced my natural diſpo- 
it, poſition, and was ſurprized I could be fo 
n much maſter of myſelf. But, alas! what 
e Fwill not Bribery do? CyANE, a Servant of 
at F CaMILLA's, having informed MARCELLI- 
Nous of our Intrigue, he promiſed her a con- 
WM ſiderable Reward, if ſhe would let him 

know the time of the Aſſignation, which 
w | ſhe accordingly did. el 


: ME AN while I had no anxiety upon 
my Spirits; but perceiving MELINTHUS was 
c- FF penſive, I asked him, if he thought the time 
d long as well as I. Your Thoughts, ſays he, 
„are very different; I am contriving how to 

avoid this Aſſignation. I thought it ſtrange 
he ſhould deſpiſe what others ſo much 
courted, He anſwered me, he had a dif- 
8 ferent 
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ferent way of thinking from moſt othe 
Men; and that he could never conſent to 
meet EMILIA. I could not help curſing L 
this Coldnefs and Virtue, which troubleq 

my good fortune, for having had no Succet $i 
but through his means, neither had I aß 
to expect without him. However, ſeeing Wn 
what a Conſternation and Concern I w 

in, he ſaid, I believe you would not oblige Ma 
me to any thing ſo much againſt my Incl- 

nation, neither is it reaſonable I ſhould be b). 
the only bane and obſtacle of what m7 
Friendſhip has hitherto been at ſo much coſt 
and pains to purchaſe for you, and that you WO 
ſo eagerly deſire. We muſt therefore find 
out ſome way to content us both. And 
what means? ſaid I, for I have no hope; Mt 
without your aſſiſtance. If your Paſſion, 
ſaid he, did not blind you, you might have 
imagined I ſhould not have propoſed an Ex 
pedient, if I had not thought of one. We 
will go, ſays he, at the hour appointed 
with ſome of our Servants, and feigning a 
Rencounter at the Gate, we will draw our 
Swords; then having made ſome noiſe, 1? 
will make off as if purſued, and you maß 
go in alone, feigning you thought I was a. 
ready there: then I will ſend you word, not 
to be uncaſy about me, for that I had been 
aſſiſted by ſome of my Friends, Who had 
taken me home with them, and would not 4 
let me ſtir that night. What adeal of =| 4 
leſs | 


_ 
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"Webs trouble you give yourſelf, ſaid I. For 
my part, 1 had much rather wait on a fine 
Lady. So ſhould I, ſaid he, if I was PA- 
KLAMEDES ; but ſince I am MELINTHVs, pray 
Five me leave to live my own way. I think, 
Maid I, it is an odd manner of going ſecretly 
into a Houſe. A very good one, ſaid he, 


by for ſhould there be any Spy, they will cer- 


"Fainly fly; and no one can imagine that 


i. any body would enter ſecretly into a Houſe 


Jy this means. 


BUT obſerve, Siſter, how Virtue and 
Piſcretion meets with its Reward. Had it 
"Mot been for this Humour and Reſolution 
of MELINTHUS, we had been maſſacred with 

the utmoſt Fury and Revenge; and as it was, 


ve were very near being ſo: for CYANE, 
knowing the Hour appointed, gave MAR- 


„ ckLLINus notice; who, animated with Jea- 


louſy, and a deſire of Revenge, reſolved to 


murder us, and engaged the Emperor to be 


preſent as a Covert to his Aſſaſſination. He 


being at Supper with NERO that night, who 
vas heated with Wine, and ſinging ſome 
2X Verſes of his own compoſing, faid, he had 
been very much provoked the day before 


3 with the Inſolence and Ingratitude of one of 


n the Sicilians, who ridiculed the Emperor's 


Verſes. NERo enraged, asked, where I had 
ſpoken ſo contemptuouſly of his Works. 
At a Lady's Houſe, replied MARCELLINUS, 

| who 


— 
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who receives him every night. And can put 
we not, ſaid NERO, meet with this Gal. pf, 
lant? This very Night, ſaid MarceLL: War 
NUs, he is to be there. Whereupon it pee 
was immediately reſolved on, and NERO pf 
with his uſual Attendance conducted by pa 
MARCELLINUS, lay in ambuſh near the Fri 
Houſe. It 
u 


W E did not fail with there at the hou 
appointed; but when we claſh'd our Sword, 
and cried, Kill the Aſſaſſin! NERO and choſt 4 
that were with him thinking they were dil 
covered, and fearing they ſhould be maſſz | 

cred, came towards u us, but as much aſtoniſh: 
ed as we were ſurprized; little expecting | r1 
our jeſt would turn to earneſt. However, Ke 
we received them with Reſolution and Cou- ur 
rage, and wounded ſeveral of them; but n 
their number being much ſuperior to our; 
we were deſperately wounded, which made 
us reſolve to ſell our Lives at a dear rate; 
and they ſeeing us deſperate, were forced to ] 
cry out, the Emperor was there. Hearing 
that, we let them eſcape. When they were 
gone, I fell down, having four great las 
Wounds, from whence I loſt a great l 
of Blood. MELINTHUs came to my aſſi- e 
ſtance, but immediately fainted away him. Rf 
ſelf. This was the Condition in Which tr. 
theſe Ladies found us, and brought us here, | 
where there has been nothing wanting 10 
ony 3 


1 
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Sur Recovery. But my Life being deſpaired 
pf, I had a great deſire to ſee you and my 


ather before I died. But the Gods have 


it Ween better to me, than the raſh Indiſcretion 
Sf my Youth deſerved, and have perhaps 
Aparcd my Life to ſerve you, and this dear 
Friend to whom I am ſo much obliged, and 


ho is relapſed by. means of the aſliduous 


| 1 dare he e on me. 


; { 
4 — * 


THO 1 was not a little pleaſed 


ö 1 ohear the Praiſe and Fidelity of her Lover, 


e diſſembled her Joy, and anſwered her 


brother, If all you have been relating is 
rue, he has ſhewed himſelf the moſt ſin- 
ere and beſt of Friends; which lays on us 
gen everlaſting obligation of Friendſhip to 
him, and I hope ſome opportunity will 
Ipffer, that we may return it. But you have 


ot told me how you came to find out that 
YANE betrayed you to MARCELLINUS, 
e were informed, ſaid he, it was he aſſiſted 


Sy. Nxno, that had laid this ambuſh; and 
ve found out his ill will to us by a Box of 


oiſon he ſent as an Ointment for me to 
uſe; and when we were wondering how he 
ame to know of our Aſſignation, I own'd 


Ito MELINTHUS and CAMILLA, that I had 
h told it to CyANE, deſiring her to take care 
e, the Doors might be open. CAMILLA then, 
x feried ſhe, I know too well is the original 
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Cauſe of all our Misfortunes. That Se: ö 


vant is a Creature of MARCELLINUS, and] 
entirely in his Intereſt ; and after ſhe had her 
puniſhed, ſhe confeſſed it. I omit telling 


you what was done by our faithful Slaves, 
becauſe you have heard it from Arca Þ 
There remains only to tell you, that MAR. 
' CELLINUS being recovered, viſits us as uſual Þ 
that we may not ſuſpect him to be the Au 1 
thor of this Tragedy. But CAMILLA re- 
ceives him with ſo much indifferency and] 
coldneſs, that he begins to find out te caul p 


| of this ill dN 


— 
of 


IT is a particular Providetice; id A 


"RIANA, that you eſcaped this imminent Þ 


-danger : for as it was managed, I tremble; 


yet when Ithink how it was poſſible for you Þ 


to avoid it, and you are not yet out of 
danger, the Emperor and MARCELLINvus, 
who have not yet had their reyenge, being 
ſtill your Enemies, and CAMILLA's extraor- 


dinary care of you, and her ſtrangeneſs to 


him, will undoubtedly be an aggravation to 
his Malice. The Gods, ſaid PALAMEPDEs, 
who have hitherto preſerved ns, I hope 
- will not forſake us. However, I muſt not 
ſleep, but conſult with MELINTHUS and 
you, what means to uſe for my ſafety. 
I think, ſaid ARIANA, a ſpeedy return to 
Hracuſe is the beſt expedient, which makes 
is 2 me 


1 
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me wiſh you were both perfectly well, and 
able to undertake the Voyage, and flee this 
„City, where Wickedneſs and Vice reign 
ine with ſo much Inſolence and Authority. 


The End of the Second Book. 


BOOK III. 


_\Z2 WEE HILE Parazinas was rela- 
Ih WIR ting his Adventures to his 
UN WEI Siſter, ML IN nos had taken 
@N [> 28 no ſmall pains to ſatisfy AR1- 
@X<D $TIDES of all that had hap- 
pened; and uſed all the Ar- 

| tifice and Diſcretion he was maſter of, to 
conceal the real Cauſes, and invent o- 
thers. When the good old Gentleman 
asked him any thing, he was at a loſs to 
anſwer: He feigned himſelf ſeized with 
violent Pain, till he had thought what to 
fay. EMILIA and CAMILLA could not 
help ſmiling, to hear how he diſguiſed the 
Truth: But Ar1sTIDEs was not ſo eaſily 
ſatisfied. However, he believed ſome things, 
and excuſed the reſt. PALAMEDES and 
ARIANA returning into the Room, and it 
being near Night, her Father and ſhe took 
their leave, promiſing to viſit them again 
the next day; and returned to MAax1Mus's 
Houſe, where PALAMEDEs and MELINTHUS 
had lodged ever ſince their arrival at Rome: 
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As ſoon as they were gone, EMILIA and 
CAMILLA began to ſay how exceedingly 
handſome they thought Ariana. PALA- 
MEDES ſaid, indeed he was not a little proud 
of having ſuch a Siſter. MELINTHUs ſpoke 
with indifferency; but EMuILIA obſerved he 
was under a Reſtraint, and ſaid ſhe was ſure 
that would he freely and ingenuouſlly ſpeak 
his mind, that no body could ſay more to 
her praiſe and advantage. 


ARISTIDES was too weary and 
fatigued with his Journey to viſit them a- 
gain next Morning. But ARIANA came 
attended with EPICHARIS, a faithful Ser- 
vant whom ſhe dearly loved; and being 
told that her Brother was aſleep, ſhe went 
into MELINTHUs's Chamber, followed by 


EpicHaRIs: He received her with all the 


Joy and Reſpect imaginable, and faid, Iam 
aſhamed and confuſed, Madam, at the 
Honours you_ do me; when I conſider 
this is a place where Virtue never cnters 
but with you. I can never allow that, ſaid 
ARIANA, ſince I found you here. Ah! 
Madam, replied he, my being found in 
this Houſe, is enough to forfeit your good 
Opinion of me; ; conjure you, Madam, 
not to ſully the brightneſs of your Virtue 
and Innocence, by condeſcending to con- 
verſe 595 thoſe Ladies, whoſe Life and 

Vo I. I. . Conduct 
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Conduct is ſo different from yours. I 
heard, fays ſhe, what brought you here, 


very much againſt your will; and ſo far 


from there being any room to blame you, 
I ſhall admire your Prudence, Virtue, and 
Friendſhip, as long as I live; and tho' I 
may happen to ſec you in bad company, 
I ſhall always think you there to correct 
and amend them by your Example, but not 
to imitate them. I am ſenſible how dear 
your Honour is to you, and am very much 
obliged to you for having ſuch a regard for 
mine: at any time that I am at a loſs in 
what manner to act, or to behave my ſelf, 
I know none whoſe Direction and Advice 
I would ſooner follow. Doubt of your 
Wiſdom and Conduct, Madam! never did 
ſo criminal a Thought enter my Soul; it 
would be calling in queſtion the thing in 
the world I am moſt perfectly aſſured of. 
But pardon me if I deſire to ſee you abſent 
from a Place, where I my ſelf cannot be 
without horror, and where IIlneſs detains 
me ſo much againit my will. The Maxims 
they follow are ſo contrary to yours, that 


all I can do here, is to frame my Mouth | 
to contradict my Thoughts. MELINTHUS, 
faid ARIANA, I would inſtantly follow your | 
Advice, if it were not yet agreater fault to | 


forſake my Brother, and him who did not 
forſake him. PALAMEDES, replied MELIN- 


'THUS, is out of danger, and may be carried 
home 
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home to your Houſe; and ſince your ar- 
rival, I find my ſelf ſo much better, that 
I could very well be carried there too : but 
I beſcech you, Madam, not to ſtay here, 
but grant the Suit I make to you, for the 

greateſt Service I can ever pay. | 


STRANGE Effects of a virtuous Paſ- 
tion! MELINTHUS, inftead of cheriſhing the 
Preſence of the beautiful ARIANA, could 
not bear to ſee her in a Place, where he 
himſelf would not have been. His pure and 
virtuous Love was offended at the leaſt 
„appearance of Vice, and he even ſeemed 
do foreſee the Evil, which their abode in 

that Houſe might bring upon them, and 
indeed that very inſtant one may ſay it be- 
gan; for while he was ſpeaking to ARIANA, 
MARCELLINUS came into the Room. They 
were both ſurprized, MELINTHUS eſpecially, 
to ſee a Perſon he had ſo much reaſon 
to hate; but knowing it was neceſſary to 
diſſemble, he received him civilly. MAR- 
CELLINUS, after asking him how he did, 
caſt his Eyes upon ARIANA with Wonder 
and Admiration ; but ſhe bid MELINTHUsS 
good-morrow, and went into PALAMEDES'S 
Chamber, where ſhe intreated her Brother 
to come home that very day to her Father, 
and then went home. MARCELLINUS im- 
mediately asked MELINTHUs, who that 
beautiful Stranger was; ſo that he was 
1770 . -  a_ 
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obliged to tell him ſhe was PALAMEDES's 
Siſter, who was come from Sicily, with | 
her Father, upon hearing of her Brother's | 
IIlneſs, and that finding him well, they 
were going back directly to Syracuſe. I 
did not imagine, ſaid he, the Sicilian La- 
dies were ſo handſome: I wonder how 
you can prefer the Roman Ladies to your 
own Country-Women. The difficulty of 
attaining what we deſire enhances the value 
of it, ſaid MELINTHUsS, and for my own 
particular, I would leave all the Sicilian 
Ladies for one Roman. And I, ſaid he, 
all the Roman Ladies for this Sicilian. 
This Diſcourſe was not very pleaſing to 
MELINTHUsS, and he could have wiſhed 
they had been all ſafely arrived at Syracuſe, 
foreſeeing that MARCELLINUS, having loſt 
CAMILLA's favour, might take it into his 
head to make his Addrefles to ARIANA, 
and cauſe them no little trouble and un- 
caſineſs; and indeed this was his Deſign. 
What confirmed his Apprehenſion was, that 
MARCELLINUS, impatient to ſee her who | 
had charmed him ſo at firſt ſight, took his 
leave of him, and went into the next Room 
to PALAMEDES ; but not finding her there, 


he was forced to entertain her Brother, 


thinking it neceſſary to keep up at leaſt 1 
civil Correſpondence with him, to have the 
more fayourable opportunity of ſeeing A- 
RIANA. 


A) 


— 
—” I» 


of MELINTHUS. 69g 


AS ſoon as MELINTHUS was alone with 
PaLAMEDEs, he adviſed him, by all means 
to leave the Houſe that very day; telling 
him, he could eaſily perceive ARISTIDES 


Was not pleaſed at finding him there; that 


it was much better to leave him behind, 


than ſtay any longer; that he ſhould tell 
thoſe Ladies, his Father had laid his Com- 


mands upon him to return home, being 


fatigued with his Journey, and out of or- 


der, ſo that he could not come to him; 


| that for his part he would follow the very 


next day, and that their going ſeparately 
would look better, and would be the leſs 
thought of. PALAMEDES was not willing 
to follow this Advice at firſt, becauſe his 
being there gave him ſuch favourable Op- 
portunities of ſeeing and converſing with 
CAMILLA, whom he ſtill loved: but re- 
flecting how dear he had already paid for 
neglecting this good Fricnd's Counſel, he 
reſolved to take his leave of the Ladies. 


EMILTIA, who never had reaſon to think 
MELINTHUs very deeply in love, never- 
theleſs thought him much colder, and more 
indifferent ſince ARIANA's arrival. This 
proud, haughty Woman, who all her lite 
had been uſed to ſee herſelf loved and a- 
dored, was now outraged to ſee her ſelf 
deſpiſed and flighred. No ſooner did they 
i V begin 
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begin to mention their return home, but 
The reproached MELINTHUsS with all the 
fury imaginable: the Extremity of her 
Paſſion broke through all Reftraints of Mo- 
deſty and Diſcretion. What! ſays ſhe, af- 
ter having lighted and deſpiſed the greateſt 
among the Romans, muſt I humble my 
ſelf to a Stranger, belonging only to a 
petty Province? Shall this Traitor, this 
ungrateful Monſter, after having been treat- 
ed with ſo much Tenderncis and Reſpect 
at my Houſe; after I haye, as it were, 
ſnatched him from the Grave, ſhali he dare 
to leave me, and refuſe to ſtay a few days 
longer at my Requeſt? MELINTHUS, en- 
deavouring to ſtop this Torrent of Words 
and Reproaches, ſaid to her, Madam, I am 
no Traitor, neither am Iungratefal, I have 
neither loſt the Reſpe& I owe you, nor the 
Love I had for you. There is no occation | 
to beg, when you may command; and the 
very reaſon for which you eſteem me un- 
grateful is, that I being ſenſible of the Care 
you have been pleaſed to take of me, and 
the Trouble and Inconveniency it has been 
to your Family, am willing to rid you of 
it as ſoon as I can: Would you ſtill heap 
Obligations upon me, Madam, and never ſuf- 
fer me to have it in my power to return them? 
Think you that my Love will be leſs, be- 
cauſe Jam at home? If it has been hitherto 
a pleaſure to you to take care of me in 
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my Illneſs, envy me not the Satisfaction 
of obliging you: Nothing can be more 
irkſome to a generous Mind, than to be 
always receiving, and never have it in our 
power to return. EMILIA, a little com- 
poſed with this Anſwer, looking fixedly 
upon him, ſaid, How happy ſhould I think 
my ſelf, MELINTHUs, if what you ſay was 
true; but your Words are too exact, and 
too well expreſſed, to be ſpoken by one 
that loves: however, I will belicye you, 
if you will ſtay here but two days longer, 
in which time you will haye better re- 
covered your Health. MEeLinTHUsS, un- 
willing to exaſperate her, aſſured her, that 
not only two Days, but his whole Life, 
was at her diſpoſal. Hereupon they agreed, 
and CAMILLA being better aſſured of PA- 
LAMEDES's Love, gave him leave to go, 
knowing it would not be long eer ſhe 
. Thould fee him again. BE 


ONE rcaſon why MELINTHUS was un- 
eaſy at his ſtay, was becauſe, during this 


time, he was deprived of the Pleaſure and 


Happineſs of ſeeing ARIANA ; and know- 
ing that PALAMEDES would certainly tell 
her what detained him, he wrote this Letter. 
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MELINTHUS to ARIANA. 


7 T is not now my llineſs that detains 
+ me, but a Reaſon to me much more in- 
 ſupportable. It is a ſad thing to be miſe- 
rale with too much good fortune; I think 
J am deſtined to deſpiſe all Good that offers, 
and languiſh for what I cannot obtain. 
When Fortune treats me moſt cruelly, ſhe 
obliges me to be careful to others, then 
puniſhes me for my diſdain; which rather 
Aeſerves a reward for being ſo well placed: 
but ſince ſhe is blind, I appeal to your Fudg- 
ment, and ask not what I refuſe from o- 
thers, that would be too preſumptuous ; but 
what I even refuſe them, a little Compaſſion, 
ho 1 ſeem unworthy of it, by denying it. 


MELINTAHUSY gave this Letter to 
the faithful ArRcas, who was the only one 
that knew his Maſter's ſecret Paſſion; and 
the next Morning after PALAMEDES's return 
home, he made that his excuſe to enquire 
how he did, and gave the Letter privately 
to ARIANA, who was ſo well pleaſed when 
ſhe read it, that ſhe promiſed to anſwer 
it. This was the firſt Letter ſhe ever fa- 
voured him with, but having lately been 
informed, by her Brother, of his Virtue 
and Merit, his Conſtancy to her, in de- 
wiſing one of the greateſt Beauties and 


fineſt 


. 7 —— TC PD FO * bf 


of MELINTHUS. 73 
fineſt Ladies in Rome; his Friendſhip for her 
Brother, and the Advantages and Privileges 
he had procured for his native Country, 
the reſpectful care and regard he had ſhewn 
her, when ſhe vilited him laſt; ſhe could 
no longer refuſe him the favour of a few 
Lines : but juſt as ſhe was going to write, 
ſhe was interrupted by MARCELLINUS, who 
pretended to make a friendly Viſit to PA- 
LAMEDES. She found he would fain have 
made a Declaration of his Paſſion, but ſhe 
waved the Diſcourſe, and would not ſeem 


to underſtand him. PALAME DES coming 
into the Room, ſhe left him, and went 
into her Cloſet, waere ſhe wrote the fol- 
loving Letter, and gave it to ARcas. ME- 


LINTHUS tranſported at receiving it, opened 


it and read theſe Words. 


ARIANA to MELINTHUS. 


; 7 muſt let you know that 1 9 


with you in your Sufferings : 


find by 


" the Viſit 1 Juſt received from MARCELL1- 
Ns, I am lile to be in as much perplextty 3 


but the Strictneſs and Modeſty peculiarly 


: becoming to our Sex, helps me to avoid 


what in common civility yours cannot re- 
fuſe. However, avoid Extreams, perhaps 
that Courteſy may be neceſſary in you, which 


in me would be à Crime; and the leaſt you 


can do, is to take your leave in the moſt 


2 
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obliging manner you can. Since Diſſi mu- 
lation cauſes you ſo much trouble and un- 
eaſineſs, let it alſo help you out of it: and 
you have leave to make what Proteſtations 
of Love you think fit for your Ranſom. In 
the mean time, reſt aſſured, that fmce the 
Ladies court you, there is none you can 
make your Addreſſes to without ſucceſs. 


MELINT HUS kiſſed thoſe charming 
Characters; and tho' there was no declaration 
of Love, he was nevertheleſs very well ſa- 
tisficd, knowing thoſe few words at the 
. concluſion were not a little from ARIANA. 
He reſolved to obey her Commands; and 
endeavoured to convince EMILIA, how 
much Gratitude for her care of him had in- 
creaſed his Love. In ſhort, he diſſembled 
{o well, that ſhe believed him; and two 
days after gave him leave to go, upon con- 
dition he ſhould come often to viſit her. 
But when he was with Ar1STIDEs, he was 
ſtill under a reſtraint, tho different from the 
former: for as at EMILI1Aa's he was forced 
to feign a Paſſion, having none; ſo here 
he was obliged to conceal a real and ſincere 
one. 


ARTAN A was not inſenſible of what 
he ſuffered ; but ſhe thought it time enough 
to let him know ſhe would love none but 
him, at their retnrn to Syracuſe, when ſome 
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change of Affairs might happen; and in the 


mean time, was as obliging as virtuous Love 
and grateful Friendſhip could engage her to 
be. They would have been glad to embark 
immediately for Sicily; but PALAMEDEs not 
being recovered of his Wounds, they were 

obliged to deter their Journey on that ac- 
count. MELINTHvUsS kept his bed beſt part 
of the time for a pretence to avoid viſiting 


 EMILIA, who was perpetually ſending to 


know how he did; this was not only a de- 


| Iiverance from the Miſtreſs he hated, but a 


favourable opportunity of converſing with 
her whom he loved, who tended him with 


| abundance of care. Yet ſo great was his 
* Reſpect, that only his Eyes durſt mention 
Tove; on every other Subject they con- 
verſed with great freedom. One Morning 
in particular, ſhe brought him a Letter, and 
deſired him to read it. 


| AletterfromMARCELLINUS to 


ARIANA. 


CHARMING ARIANA, 


INCE your Eyes forbid me ſpeaking, 
' pardon my taking the liberty of ac- 
gquainting you with my Paſſion in this man- 
ner, ſince you are come here to win all the 
Hearts in the Empire. I bleſs my happy 


Deſtiny for favouring me with the honour 


of being your firſt Conqueſt, and ung 


—— 
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ſubmit to your Obedience. TI dare aſpire 
and hope for the honour of a ſhare in your 
favour, if it be attainable by eternal Ser- 
vices, and an unbounded Paſſion. 


IT is not hard to gueſs, ſaid MELIN- 
THUS, to whom this Letter is addreſſed; 
I read from whence it comes. But pray, Ma- 
dam, how came it to your hand? EPICHA- 
RIS ſays ſhe found it upon my Table un- 


ſealed, for fear leſt I ſhould leave it as I 


found it, I ſuppoſe. But what would you 
adviſe me to do? Madam, replied MELIN- 
THUS, your Heart is free, and at your own 
diſpoſal. You may be miſtaken, ſaid ſhe, 
but that is not what I asked; what ſhall I 
do with this Letter? If you have a mind to 
anſwer it, Madam, faid he, it is an eaſy 
matter to do ſo. You jeſt, replied ſhe ; and 
by whom muſt I ſend it, ſince I neither 
know who ſent it, nor how it came? You 
need only, ſays he, leave a Letter in the 
ſame place, and whoever brought the other, 
can as caſily take the Anſwer. And what 
if I would never have it known or ſpoke 
of, ſaid ARIANA? You may then, ſaid he, 
condemn it to the Flames. Jam glad, ſaid 
ſhe, you have doomed it; and inſtantly flung 
it into the fire. If he writes often, ſaid 
MELINTHUS, you will try his patience. He 
will alſo try mine, ſaid ſhe; but our De- 
parture will ſoon rid me of this trouble. 


— — 
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PALAMEDES coming into the Room, and 
ſeeing the Letter burning, asked his Siſter, 
Why it was thrown there? She, looking 
ſurprized, anſwered, it was of no uſe to 
her. Ah Siſter! ſaid he, why would you 
conceal it from me? that Letter was ſent 
you but this Morning. ARIANA bluſhing, 
ſaid, if I could I would even have concealed 
it from my ſelf, and I did not think you 
knew any thing of it. Had there been a 
fire in my Chamber, I had not brought it 
here to burn. MELINTHUS was not ſo cu- 
rious as you, nor asked any queſtions con- 
cerning it. But do you know who brought 
it? No, ſaid he; but going into your Cham- 
ber this Morning before you was awake, I 
ſaw it lie upon the Toilet, and as it was not 


directed to me, I left it where I found it. 


I think, ſaid ARIANa, it would have been 
both kind and diſcreet in you to have pre- 
vented my ſecing it. Donot I return Good 
for Evil? ſaid he. But I am under no ap- 
prehenſion of any ill "conſequences from 
your ſceing it, I wiſh only, faid ſhe, for 
his puniſhment he may love me as long as 


he lives, as much as I hate him for your 


lake. 
 MELINTHUS ſeeming all this 


while ignorant of the Contents of this Let- 
ter, asked at laſt what it was? A Letter, 
laid ſhe, from MARCELLINUS, that I can- 
OI _ 
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not imagine which way he has contrived to 
ſend. Do you think he has not choſe a right 
Perſon to expect a favourable reception 
from? His Merit is great, replied MELIN- 
THUS, but his Misfortune much greater to 
fall into your hands to revenge the Injuries 
we have received from him. ARISTIDES 


coming into the Room, interrupted this 


Diſcourſe. ARIANA left them, and went 
to the Temple, which was not far off; veiled 
after her manner, not caring to be known 
in Rome for the ſhort time ſhe had to ſtay 


there. MARCELLINus, Who had ſet a Spy to 


watch her going out, did not fail to follow 
her; and, whilſt ſhe was in the midſt of her 
Devotion, ſaid to her, The Gods grant you 
as much Happineſs as it is in your power 
to beſtow on me! ARIANA, ſurprized, lift 
up her Veil to ſee who ſpake, and gave him 
a full view of that charming Face he ſo much 
admired ; but armed with ſo much ſeverity 
and modeſty, that he was aſtoniſhed at re- 
cciving a more cruel Anſwer from her Eyes 
than her Tongue could have uttered. He 


plainly ſaw by the manner of her Carriage, 


that ſhe was not uſed to this freedom of Be- 
haviour, and found this charming Stranger 
was not to be won but upon honourable 
terms. 


WHAT MxLINTHUs had ſaid to ARIA- 
NA concerning her coming to EMILIA'S 
| | Houſe, 
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Houſe, had left a doubt and ſcruple in her 
Mind, and ſhe reſolved to purify her ſelf 
in the Temple of DrANA. That very day 
ſhe ſpoke of it to the Prieſteſs, telling her 
the reaſon 3 who promiſed her the Purifica- 
tion-Chamber the next day. But the next 
day ſhe told her {he muſt ſtay a Week longer, 
alledging for her excuſe, that ſome Roman 
Ladies had ſent ſince {he ſpoke, and ordered 
it to be kept for them that Week. When 
the eight days were expired, ſhe was intro- 
duced by the Prieſteſs into the Purification- 
Chamber, attended only by EPICHARIS. 

ARTANA was ſurprized to ſee ſo much Mag- 
niicence and Riches; the Pipes from whence 
came the hot and cold Water, were of ſolid 
Gold, ſo were likewiſe all the Veſlels, which 
were moreover ſet with Diamonds, Rubies, 
and Emeralds. 


ARITANA, having admired this Mag- 
niticence, and being inſtructed by the Prieſt- 
cis vrhat Ceremonies ſhe was to obſerve, 
was left alone with EPICHARIS ; then ſay- 
ing thoſe Prayers ſhe was ordered, and 
ſprinkling the Water, EpIcHARIS was juſt 
going to undreſs her, when on a ſudden 
the Windows were darkned, and 3 felt a 
gentle Shower of perfumed Waters fall upon 
them; but what was ſtill more ſurprizing, 
tne Heavens, which were repreſented over 


cacir bead opened, and filled the Temple 
with 
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with Light. They heard a ſweet Conſort of | 
Voices ſinging the Praiſes of DANA, after 


which the Goddeſs herſelf deſcended, dreſsd Þ| 


like a Huntreſs, with Diamond Creſcent N 


upon her Forchead. The Muſick ceaſing, | 


the Goddeſs approached ARTIANa, who was 
ſeized with aſtoniſhment, and ſaid, Charm. 
ing ARIANA, your Devotion and Chaſtity is 
infinitely pleaſing to me; I commend the 
Purity of your Mind, which could not bear 
the leaſt reproach, tho merely accidental, 
and ſo plauſible an excuſe might be made 
for it. Tho'I require my Votaries not only © 
to be good and virtuous, but even to avoid 
the appearance of Evil, and be out of the 
reach of Scandal; however, I forbid you 
ſo auſtere a Vow : You are deſtined to bea 
Wife; and in this Character I ſhall always 
love you, and make you happy: for chaſte Þ 
Marriages are as agreeable to me as Vows of 
Virginity. I have choſcu a Husband for you, 
whoſe Fortune and Merit will make you as 
happy as it is poſſible for a Mortal to be. I 


command you to love him, as you cxpe 

and value my Favour. Then kiſſing her, 
ſhe ſaid, Charming and Well-beloyed A- 
RIANA, I will let you ſee your Spouſe, 


deſtined by Heaven, and recommended by 
me. | 


ARI ANA was fo ſurprized, that ſhe Þ 
could not anſwer one word; the Preſence . ? 
o þ 
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|| you are deſtined for my Bride? Don't you 
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fo great a Divinity, with her Advice and 
Promiſes; her belief that it could be no o- 
ther but MELINTHUs the Goddeſs ſpoke of, 
quite amazed her. EPp1CHAR1s, who ſtood 
at ſome little diſtance, out of reſpect to D1a- 
NA, was aſtoniſhed, and remained immo- 
vable. Soon after they heard again the Ce- 
leſtial Muſick, and the Goddeſs deſcended 
the ſecond time, leading a Man in one hand 
dreſs d like a God, ſhining with Gold and 
Diamonds; then ſpeaking t to ARIANA, Here 
is the Husband I recommend to your Choice; 
whoſe Grandeur, Riches, and Honours, are 
deſerving your high Birth and Merit. Re- 
ceive him at my hand, and aflure yourſelf, - 
that in obeying me, you ſhall always be 
happy. But ARIANA, looking ſtedfaſtly, 
knew him to be MarRcELLINUs; then loſing 
all reſpe& for the Goddeſs, ſhe run to EP1- 
CHARI1S, Let us make the beſt of our way, 
faid ſhe, out of this Temple, where the 
Worſhip is ſubje& to ſuch inſults and pro- 
fanation. MARcELLINus then owning who 
En, ſaid, Divine AR IAN A, why do you 
me? Has not the Goddeſs told you, 


ſee, I am not only favoured by the Empe- 


; ror, but even by the Goddeſs you worſhip ? 


Can you henceforward dare to pray to her, 
= Whoſe Commands you refuſe to obey? 1 
came not here with a deſign touſe any violent 
weans, but to convince you, Heaven and 
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Earth conſpire to render me happy: I re- 
turn with the Goddeſs, . whoſe Commands 
ſure you will not dare to diſobey. The 
Prieſteſs at length hearing Ep1CHARIS's Voice, 
opened the Temple-Door. ARIANA made 
all the haſte ſhe could home, and told this 
Adventure to her Brother and MELINTHUS. 
Every one's opinion was different, but A- 
RIANA Was ſo prepolleſſed with this Vidion of 
the Goddeſs, that ſhe feared offending, and 
yet reſolved never to obey her. EPICHA- 
RIS affirmed, ſhe had ſeen DIana. PALA- 
MEDES was ſurpriſed when they related the 
Particulars. But MELINTHUs, whoſe Judg- 
ment was more ſolid and penetrating, could 
not imagine that DIANA had any regard to 
MARCELLINUS's Affairs, who was an Aſal(- 
ſin and a Traitor; and deſired them to con- 
ſider, that it was not now the time for 
Deities to make a viſible Appearance upon 
the Earth, and that there was certainly 
ſome hidden Fraud and Deceit. ARIANA 
anſwered, that neither ſhe, nor EPICHA- 
RIS were aſleep; but it was not many 
days cer they found out the Truth, for 
the Prieſteſs was MARCELINUS's Siſter, 
who being deſirous her Brother ſhould mar- 
ry a Roman Lady, of a Patrician Family, 
and not a Foreigner, reſolved to diſcover 
the Cheat to ARIANaA, the firſt time ſhe 
came to the Temple, to excite her Hatred 
and Averſion to MARCELLINUs, that ſhe 


her 
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her (elf might prevent the Match ; and ac- 
cordingly ſhe told her, that the firſt time 
the ſpoke to her about the Purification 
Chamber, MarctLLinus perceiving it, 
asked what they had been talking abour, 
which ſhe told] him. Then pauſing a little, 
he begged ſhe would pur it off a Week 
longer, that in the mean time he might 
have Machines, and a falſe Goddeſs to per- 
ſuade her to love him. That at firſt ſhe 
would not conſent to have the Temple ſo 
prophaned ; but he anſwered her, that he 
had no prophane, nor diſhonourable De- 
ſigns : whereupon ſhe conſented. She told 
her alſo the Darkneſs was contrived by let- 
ting down Curtains on the outſide of the 
Windows: That all the Riches ſhe ſaw 
there, were her Brother's : That DIaNa was 
one of the moſt beautiful and famous Co- 
medians in Rome. ARIANA was aſtoniſhed 
at ſo much Deceit and Baſeneſs, and ſuch 


2 wicked Scheme ſo well contrived and 


put together. The Prieſteſs asked pardon 
for what was paſt, and ſaid, ſhe was over- 
perſuaded by her Brother's Importunities, 
and the Love ſhe had for him. ARIANA 
anſwered, it was reaſonable to ſuppole ſhe 


loved her Brother; but that it was com- 


. 
De 


mon Juſtice, as well as highly neceſſary to 
quit his Intereſt, to have ſome regard for 
her own; that "fo? her part ſhe was very 
much - obliged 46+ ker for this Diſcovery, 

G 2 which 
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which otherwiſe might have made her un. 


eaſy as long as ſhe ſhould live. |ARIANA left 
the Temple with a deſign never to purify her | 
ſelf again in Rome, where Virtue was ex- 
poſed. to ſuch Dangers. She told MELIN- 


THUS it was as he ſuſpected; and they all 5 
concluded they muſt be upon their guard | * 


| 


* 
— 
1 
2 


5 
5 


againſt this Man, ſince he ſtuck at nothing 


to accompliſh his Deſigns. In the mean 


while, MARCELLINUS, e his deſigns | 


were diſcovered, reſolved to ask ARISTIDEs | | 


for ARIANA in Marriage; he communi- | | 


cated his Deſign to MARTIAN, his Father, | 


telling him ſhe was the Daughter of Axr1- 


STIDES, one of the greateſt Men in Hr.. 
cuſe, and Neice to DICEARCUS, the next | 
powerful Man in that City, who had no 
Children; and that they were originally 4 


deſcended from a moſt ancient Family in 
Greece. His Father would fain have per- 
ſuaded him from it, becauſe ſhe was a 


Forcigner, by repreſenting to him, that he | * 
might have much greater and better Matches 
in Rome. But all that he could ſay being | 
to no purpoſe, he conſented to it, ſeeing | F 
his Intention was honeſt and praiſe-worthy, | * 
having been uſed to comply with him in 


every thing, cven in his wild Extravagan- 
cies, becauſe they kept him in fayour with 


NERO. MARCELLINUS, having obtained | 
leave of his Father, addreſſed himſelf to | 
Max1mvs, judging him a proper Perſon |” 

* to 1 
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to manage this Affair; therefore he com- 
municated his deſign to him, telling him 
how he was ſeconded by his Father, who 
had conſented to it; and deſired him to 
acquaint ARIS TI DES with the Propoſals, of 
whom he hoped to be favourably received, 
being the Son of a Senator ; that if he did 
not care to leave his Daughter, he himſelf 
might ſettle in Rome, where he would ob- 


tin for him the privilege of a Roman Ci- 
tizen. He conjured him alſo, if he had 


an opportunity, to ſpeak to. ARIANA in his 
behalf. Max1imus, knowing what a Fa- 
vourite he was with the Emperor, imagined 
it might be no ſmall advantage to himſelf 
if he could be ſerviceable to MARCELLI- 
NUS ; and finding his Propoſals were gene- 


5 | rous and honourable, promiſed all the Aſ- 
.- ſiſtance that lay in his power. 


THAT very day he mentioned it to 
ARISTIDEsS, telling him every particular 
that MARCELLINUS had ſaid to him. A- 


 RISTIDES promiſed him to communicate it 


to his Son and Daughter, and write the next 


poſt to his Brother DicEarcus, in Sicily. 


MAXIMUs acquainted MARCELLINUS with 
his proceedings, who finding the chief thing 
he had to do, was to gain ARIANA's fa- 


3 vour, failed not to be at the Temple richly 
3 dreſt, and with avaſtAttendance, to let her 
ſee what Greatneſs ſhe would be poſſeſſed 
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of, if ſhe conſented to have him. ARI 
STIDES propoſing it to his Children, AR1- 
ANA was not a little ſurpriſed to find he 
mentioned it as'a thing he deſired and ap- 
proved of. However ſhe made no Anſwer, 
but left it to her Brother, who could not 
bear to hear of any propoſals from a Man he 
had ſo much reaſon to hate, and told A- 
RISTIDEs, he did not believe ſo good a 
Father would oblige his, Siſter to marry a 
Perſon that had twice attempted his Life ; 
that he was forced to own to him, that it 
was MARCELLINUS, with a Company of 
armed Men, who had aflaulted him, from 
which imminent danger the Gods only had 
delivered him ; and that ſince, pretending 
to ſend a Box of Ointment, he had ſent 
a Box of Poiſon for his Wounds, thinking 
he did not know who it was that attack- 
ed him; that he was obliged to diſſemble 
his knowing all this Treachery, being cre- 
dibly informed, that he had made the Em- 
peror of his party in the Aſſaſſination. 
And what reaſon had he, ſaid ARISTIDESs, 
to be ſo much your Enemy, and deſign 
you ſo much Injury? Only upon a falſe 
report, replied PALAMEDESs. ARISTIDES 
was amazed at ſo much Villany, and at a 
loſs how to manage this Affair; for if he 
procceded in his Intention, he ſaw it would 
be a great affliction to his Son, neither did 
he dare tell MARCELLINUS the true _ 
le 
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leſt they ſhould incur, and draw on them 
the Emperor's Hatred and Revenge; but 
he told his Children he would conſider of 
it. ARIANA, having PALAMEDES on her 
ſide, entreated her Father not to oblige her 
to live with a Perſon who had ſhed her 
2 Brother's blood. If what I hear is really 
true, replied he, never will I admit ſo much 
Wickedneſs into my Family. But take 
care, PALAMEDES, you tell nothing but 


g the Truth; for if ever I find it otherwiſe, 
1 fhall never forgive you. This is a greater 


Match than we could ever have hoped for 
or expected; and we muſt not, for trifling 
Conſiderations, refuſe ſuch an extraordinary 
Offer. We may eaſily leave what we have 
in Sc, to enjoy ſuch a Fortune here, as 
would make us envied by the greateſt in 


our own Country. Sir, ſaid PALAMEDES, 


I am not againſt the Honour and Advance- 
ment of our Family. I have told you no- 
thing but the Truth, MELINTHUs is too 
ſenſible a Witneſs. ARISTIDES promiſed 
them to examine all theſe things at leiſure, 
and do nothing, but what was for their 
Good and Advantage: he ordered them in 
the mean time to conſider of it, and not 
ſlight ſuch an Opportunity. PALAMEDES 
acquainted MELINTHUS with this Diſcourſe, 
and aflured him, that he would leave no- 
thing undone to break off the Match, or 
prevent it. MELINTHUS asked ARIANA, 
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told them he could not think it was Mar- 


CELLINUS, ſince after the Aſſaſſination, ge 


continued to viſit them in a friendly man- 
ner, and that they might be wrong informed; 
that it might be ſome other had ſent the 


Poiſon in his name, that if it were really 
ſo, the greateſt Enemies might become 


Friends; and that certainly his Love for A- 


RIANA, would make him love her Brother 


alſo; ARIANA found he was reſolved upon 
the Marriage, and that it would be very 
difficult, if not impoſſible to diſſuade him 
from it; which was ſo great an Affliction 


to her, that ſhe could not forbear exclaim- 


ing againſt their Voyage to Rome. How- 
ever, ſhe never dared openly to contradict 
her Father. But when he commanded her 
to receive MARCELLINUs, ſhe then grew 
deſperate, not knowing how ſhe ſhould a- 
void this Misfortune, ſince ſhe muſt not let 
him ſee ſhe hated him, and that he always 
accompanied her to the Temple, to ſee 
in what manner, ſhe behaved herſelf to 
him. MELINTHUS's Affliction was not leſs 


than hers, nor could he think of any Re- 
medy, but what would make a diſcovery 


of his Paſſion. PAaLAaMEDEs ſeemed the 
more offcnded than any, openly declaring his 
diſlike 


* 


if ſhe, could conſent. She ſaid, the had 
rather be wedded to the Grave. But they 
were yet more afflicted, when ARISTIDES, 
ſtill inſiſting how great an Offer it was, 
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diſlike of it. Ar1aNna was ſenſible, that if 
ſhe told her mind to her Father, he would 
be ſo indulgent as not to oblige her to have 
him: but her Modeſty was ſo great, that ſhe 
never could prevail upon herſelf to diſcover 
her Paſſion. 


AT laſt Dictarcvus's Letter came, who 
being naturally ambitious and aſpiring, was 
deſirous of having ſuch an Intereſt in Rome, 
and deſired his Brother not to let ſlip fo fair 
an opportunity, nor to regard DIOCLES'S 
| Riches, whoſe Son was deſigned for his 
Daughter; ſince a Roman Senator was infi- 
nitely preferable to the moſt conſiderable of 
any Province. AR1STIDES, confirmed and 
| ſeconded by this Advice, commanded his 
| Daughter to be ready to receive MARCEL- 
| LINUS the very next day. This news ſeized 
her ſo violently, that ſhe took her bed, 
and the diſorder of her Body plainly ſhewed 
the trouble of her Mind. Her Father, ſur- 
prized at the ſuddenneſs of her Indiſpoſition, 
| the deſired him not to afflict himſelf ; that 
| ſhe was not ſo bad perhaps as he imagined; 
but begged he would put off this Interview 
for ſome time longer. The next day, ru- 
minating in her Mind what ſhe ſhould do to 
divert MARCELLINUS from his deſign, the 
thought the only way would be to let him 
know her averſion to him ; and calling E- 
PICHARIS to her, who waited on her, and 

would 
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would run the hazard of her Life to ſerve 
her; ſhe ſaid, Thou knoweſt thegreatneſs of 
my Perplexities and Sorrow, and that it is 
impoſſible for me to ſay what I would to 
MARCELLINUS, becauſe my Father is always 


witneſs in what manner I receive him. I 


deſire you, while my Father is in my Room, 
to dreſs yourſelf in my Clothes, and the Veil 
I uſually wear, and go to the Temple,where 
MARCELLINUS will not fail to ſpeak to you; 
then ſpeaking low, and counterfeiting my 
Voice as well as you can, tell him, never to 
entertain any hopes of having me; that 
however Iam obliged to receive him before 


my Father, I will ſooner die than have him; 


that if he will deſiſt without reducing me to 
any extremity, I ſhall think myſelf for ever 
obliged to him. Ep1cHar1s promiſed her 
Miſtreſs to obey her; and diſguiſing herſelf, 
repaired to the Temple, where ſhe did not 
fail ſpeaking to MARCELLINUS; and finding 
her Miſtreſs at her return impatient to know 
what had paſſed ; told her, he was ſurprized 
and ſhocked at her diſcourſe ; but neverthe- 
leſs inſiſted on having leave to wait on her at 
her Houſe, according to appointment; that 
afterwards, if her rigour and hatred conti- 
nued, he would endeavour toobey her Com- 


__ She then prepared herſelf to receive 
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DURING this time, every ones 
Thoughts in this Houſe were very different. 
PALAMEDES and MELINTHUs were con- 
triving what they could do, and were fully 
reſolved that this baſe treacherous Murderer 
ſhould never have ARIANA. MaxIMUswas 
always talking of the Grandeur and Riches 
of MARTIAN's Houſe, and what a favourite 
MARCELLINUS was with the Emperor NERO; 
at the ſame time he raiſed his Expectations 
with the hopes of a great Reward in return 
for ſo ſignal a Service. AR1sTIDEs thought 
he already ſaw his Daughter the Wife of a 
Roman Senator,vying in Pomp and Splendor | 
with the greateſt in the Empire. But ARIA- 
Na was not to be won with theſe Vanities ; 


for MELINTHUS's Virtue and Merit was in 
her eſteem infinitely preferable to the Ho- 


nours and Greatneſs of the Empire, accom- 


panied with ſo much Wickedneſs. Her whole 


thoughts were employed in contriving how 
to avoid it. At length the day came that 


MARCELLINUS was expected, and MAaxIMUs 


was extreamly buſy in preparing every thing 
tor the reception of ſo great a Perſon. A- 
RISTIDES told his Daughter what he would 
have her ſay ; and charged his Son to receive 
him civilly. MARCELLINUS not coming, 
PALAMEDES ſaid/ it became the Grandeur 
and Gravity of a Roman Senator to make 
others wait for him. Maximus growing 
1 
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OE. ſent to his Houſe to enquire for 
him. MaRTIAN ſent word, he had not 
ſeen his Son theſe two days, and was uneaſy 
to know what was become of him. Ak! 
STIDES wondered at MARCELLINUS's hu. 
mour, to ſlight and negle& what he had ſo 
much courted and deſired. However, they 
heard nothing of him, and every one's o- 
pinion was different, what could be the Mp 1, 
meaning of it. One of MarcELLINUS: ih jj 
Servants ſaid, that the Night before he waited 
on his Maſter to the Tiber, and then was or- 
dered to leave him and return home; and 
that he did not know, it being a very dark 
night, but he might fall in. This increaſed 
MARTIAN's fear: and the next day paſſed 
without any tidings of him. AR1STIDEs 
was afraid, becauſe his Son was ſo averſe to 
the Match, he might have retaliated the In- 
jury he had formerly received from him. 
However, he ſaid nothing to his Son. 


IN the Evening, PALAMEDES, MELIN- 
THUS, ARIANA, and EPICHARIS being by 
themſelves, and not knowing to what to 
aſcribe the cauſe of MARCELLINUS's ab- 
fence : What can one imagine, ſaid ARIA- 
NA is become of him? For my part, ſaid 
MELinTHus, I believe where-ever he 15, 
he burns with Love for ARIANA. I am 
contented, ſaid PALAMEDEs, if he be but 
drowned. You ſeem to know ſomething of 
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him, ſaid ARIAanas but would you really 
ſerve him ſo? They both proteſted it never 
entered into their heads to hurt him, Tis 
true, ſaid PALAMEDES, rather than he ſhould 
have married you, ſomething might have 


happened: but! thought it was time enough 


yet to be deſperate. Well, ſaid ſhe, fol 
never ſee him again, I care not whether he 
be burnt, drowned, or the Earth have ſwal- 
lowed him up. EP1cHAR1s having heard 
their opinions, ſaid, ſhe was ſure ſhe could 
give a better gueſs than any of them. And 
what doſt thou think, ſaid her Miſtreſs, is 
become of him? I think, aid ſhe, he is 
neither burnt, drowned, nor yet ſwallowed 
up alive; but that at preſent he is ready to 


| periſh with hunger. ARIANA, imagining 


ſhe jeſted, asked her what reaſon ſhe had to 
think ſo ? Rather ſay, replied ſhe, how came 
you to be ſo well aflured? If you will give 


him ſomething to eat, I will carry you to 
the place where he wants Victuals as much as 


ever he did in his Life. ARIANA was very 
1 with her to tell what ſhe knew. I 

id, ſaid ſne, you three will treat him 
— kn I deſigned, for I have con- 
demned him to death; and if I diſcover 
how, or in what manner, you will perhaps 
fave his Life, to loſe your own in return. 
This ſtill made them more curious to hear 


what ſhe knew. At laſt, ſhe told them he 
was in the Summer-houſe near the Tiber, 


0 0 
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at the lower end of the Garden, expecting 
her Miſtreſs ; and I can aſſure you, ſaid the, 
never was Lover more impatient. They 
were all amazed; and ARIANA asked hoy 


ſhe came to get him there? You know, Ma. 


dam, - {aid EpIcHARIS, you commanded me 
togo to the Temple in your Clothes, and 
veiled, which I did; and MaRcELLINvs 
keeping at ſome little diſtance, as out of re- 
ſpect, I beckoned to him: but inſtead of 
telling him what you commanded, I ſaid, 
MARCELLINUS, I have hitherto ſhewed you 
nothing but coldneſs and averſion ; not that 
I am inſenſible of the Honour you do me, 
but to pleaſe a Brother who cannot love you, 
and who will never conſent that I ſhould have 
you. TI will however let you ſee how well] 
love you, by mecting youatthe Garden-door 
next the Tiber; and I do not queſtion re- 
conciling my Brother to the Marriage, when 
he finds that you really are my Husband. 
MarcxLLINUs returned me a thouſand 
thanks for this favour, and promiſed nor to 
fail being there at the Hour appointed. I 
did not care to tell you what I had done, 
leſt MarcELLINus, ſuſpecting ſome deſign, 
ſhould fail coming. But in the Evening 1 
waited for him at the Garden-gate, and de- 
liring him to walk in, I told him, I had 
orders from you to place him in that Lodge, 
till your Father and the reſt of the Family 
were aſleep. I have locked him in, _ 
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alſo taken care to take the Keys of the Gar- 
den, left any one going that way ſhould 
hear him: for I was reſolved to let him 
die with hunger, to be revenged of him for 
the deceitful Trick he put upon you in the 
Temple, and to prevent the Misfortunes he 


is like to bring upon you. Afterwards, it 
is but flinging him into the Tiber, and how 
| can they find out how he came there? They 
| were amazed at her Stratagem, and at the 
Simplicity of MARCELLIN us; but upon 
| conſideration, they thought it too ſevere. 
| Now, ſays EPICHARIS, you may diſpoſe of 
| him as you pleaſe. I have done what lay 
in my power to ſerve my Miſtreſs and you, at 
| leaſt I have prevented the Viſit you ſo much 
dreaded. They were in great concern how 
to pacify MARCELLINUS, as well as ſet him 
free; for they dreaded the effects of his 
| Fury. I ſee plainly, ſaid EPICHAR IS, I muſt 
deliver you from the danger I have brought 
you into, and draw upon myſelf all his 
hatred and revenge, ſince you will have him 
live. Let me go then, I will manage it ſo, 
that he ſhall be ſatisfied one of you had a 


hand in this Trick. MELIiNTHUS was of o- 
pinion, they had better leave it to her, for 
ſhe wanted neither Wit nor Contrivance. 


| Immediately ſhewent and opened the Lodge- 


door, then making what haſte ſhe could into 
the Garden, and holding the Door in her 
Hand, ſhe faid, Know that it is 9 
9 I has 
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has given you your Life, and I only that 
would have taken it from you, to be re- 
venged on you for all the Affliction you 
have brought upon my Miſtreſs. She was 
reſolved to die ſooner than to have you, 
which made me chuſe to be rid of you in 
this manner rather than loſe her. It was ! 
that ſpoke to you under the Veil without 
her knowledge, and made this Aſſignation, 
which you ſo punctually obſerved. I never 
deſigned to let you out, but happening to 
ſpeak of it to. my Miſtreſs, ſhe was willing 
to pardon you, upon condition you ſhould 
never importune her more, which you ought 
to obſerve, as you tender your Life and 
Safety; for aſſure yourſelf, I ſhall neither 
want Courage nor Invention to kill you, if 
you do. MaRCELLINUs, amazed and en- 
raged, would have forced open the Door, 
and tore her to pieces, had not his faſting ſo 
much weakened him. But ſhe flung the 
Door to, and locked it, leaving him on the 
outſide to rave as much as he thought fit, 
and then went to tell her Miſtreſs what ſhe 
had done; that the Storm was more likely to 
fall upon her than them, for which ſhe ſhould 
not care. PaLamEDEs and MELINTHUS 
found they were not likely to be troubled 
with more of his Viſits, but dreaded the 
Effects of his Fury. However, the preſent 
Evil being avoided, they reſolved to be upon 
their guard for the future. The next oy 
they 
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Q they heard that he went home; but when 
ehe was asked where he had been thoſe three 
ul days, he refuſed to ſatisfy them, for he was 
FF aſhamed of being ſo impoſed upon by a 
, Woman. ArisTIpes and Max1Mus heard 
ln no more from him: for all his Thoughts 

1 were employed 'in meditating ſome ſpeedy 
" and cruel Revenge upon thoſe Strangers, 
n, before their Return into o Sicily. 


ut The End of the Third Book: 


* 


c 
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MILIA overcome with grief 
at not ſeeing MELINTHVs, and 
AS knowing that his Illneſs was 
only a pretence not to viſit 

her, began to perceive her 
Error and Misfortune, and that his Addreſſes 
to her were only to favour thoſe of PALA- 
MEDES to her Siſter. Seeing her Charms 
deſpiſed, ſo many agreeable Qualifications 
{lighted and neglected, her tender Care 
and Love repaid with Ingratitude, ſhe was 
filled with Anger, Grief and Shame; and 
her Spirits were ſeized to that degree, that 
MELINTHUS's feigned IIlneſs cauſed her a 
real and ſevere Fit of Sickneſs, and a few 
days after, twas reported ſhe was dead. 
PALAMEDES would fain have made Ca- 
MILLA a Vilit, to condole with her for her 
Siſter's death; but MELINTHUsS, who was 
ſomewhat troubled at this News, diſſuaded 
him from it, fearing he might renew his 
Engagements; and that might be a Means 
of deraining then longer there. 
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. U T while innocently ane undeſigned- 
Iy they occaſioned ſo much Trouble and 
Affliction to others, there was a Snare 
laying to render them very miſcrable ; for 
MARCELLINUS was reſolved they ſhould feel 
the Effects of his Revenge cer they left 
Rome; and to accompliſh his Deſign, he be- 
gan to praiſe the Beauty of ARIANA be- 


fore NERO, telling him that ſhe was the 


Maſter-piece of Nature, that he never law 
any thing ſo perfectly Beautiful in his life, 
Then added, that ſhe was ſo modeſt and re- 
ſerved, that even he, tho Emperor, could 
have no hopes of obtaining her, but by 
ſtealing her away, and that even this would 
prove difficult, becauſe ſhe very ſeldom 
went out. All this ſo excited NERO's 


deſire of ſecing her, that he was now pre- 


pared for any Wickedneſs; but when MAR- 
CELLINUS told him ſhe was PALAMEDES's | 
Siſter, and that MELINTHUs and they lived 
all together in one Houſe, . the Emperot 
remembred, he had not yet been reyen- 
ged of theſe two Friends for the Injury he 
thought they had done him. MARCELLINUS 
ſceing him juſt in ſuch a Humour as his 
Heart could wiſh for his wicked Intent and 


Purpoſe, told him he had thought of a 


ſpeedy way to be revenged of them, and 
get ARIANA; and that, "that very Night, 
—_ might ſet Guards round, and fire the 
13. 2 Houle 
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Houſe where they lodged ; ſo when they 
thought of nothing but ſaving themſelves 
from the Flames, they might eaſily] ſlay 
them, and carry off ARTANA. NERO, 
whoſe chief Delight and Paſtime was in 
Deſtruction and Cruelty, was wonderfully 
pleaſed at this horrid Contrivance, and 
praiſed MARCELLINUS's Ingenuity, who 
immediately took charge for the execution 
of it. This Reſolution proved very fatal 
to the Inhabitants of Rome, for almoſt the 
whole City was laid in Aſhes. Night be- 
ing come, the Emperor himſelf took a 
Flambeau and ſet fire to Max1Mus's door, 
giving an Example, as well as a Command 
to others, to do the ſame in other parts 
of the City. The whole Neighbourhood 
was immediately in Flames, and one would 
have thought it impoſſible for any to eſcape; 
all they could do, was to fave themſelves by 
running into the Garden with their Clothes 
in their hands, till they ſaw what could be 
done. PALAMEDES and MELINTHUS took 
care of ARISTIDES and the Beautiful AR1- 
ANA. Damis, Max1Mus's Slave, came 
and told his Maſter, that being at the Win- 
dow, he ſaw ſeveral Men with Flambeaus 
ſer fire to the Houſe, which made them 
| ſuſpect there was treachery ; and they had 
more reaſon to think ſo, when they heard 
two of Maximus's Slaves, who were gone 
to the River for "ION; cry out Murder. 


PALA- 
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A 0 AQ < wv petles pela > gon gg }|D oa ## — 0 een 


1 


1 


F MELINTHUS. 10 


PALAMEDES and MzLINTHUS running to 


their aſſiſtance, were aſſaulted by ten or 


a dozen Soldiers, but they defended them- 
ſelves and eſcaped. MELINTHUsS judged, 


that none but MARCELLINUS could be Au- 


thor of ſo monſtrous and barbarous an Ac- 


tion, and could think of no means to eſ- 


cape, ſeeing they were every way encom- 
paſſed with the Fire; and which- ever way 


they looked, certain Death ſeemed to 


threaten them. He looked on ARIANA with 


Tears in his Eyes, and overwhelm'd with 
Sorrow, that one ſo good and amiable 


ſhould come to ſuch an untimely end: He 
ſaid to her, Madam, into how great a 


Misfortune are we plunged? and how has 
Heaven permitted all the Furies to com- 
bine together for our unavoidable Deſtruc- 
tion! Is it poſlible, that I cannot have the 


Satisfaction in dying to ſave your Life, 


and ſee you out of danger? MELINTHUS, 


ſaid ſhe, expect neither Advice nor Conſo- 
lation from me; this Accident is ſo dreadful, 


that I can only weep and lament; but if 


there be Treachery in it, and MARCELLINUS 
the Author, I had rather die with you, 


than live and fall into his hands ; ſince the 


Gods have been pleas d to permit it, let it 


take its courſe. Madam, replied he, I 


cannot think, we are deſtin d to ſo miſera- 


able an end, or that the Gods have for- 
{ook us; and tho the Fire ſeems to have 
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ſhut out all hopes, the Way to Heaven, 
from whence our Relief and Succour may 
come, is yet free and open: Let us till 
hope, Madam, and moderate your Grief 
and Tears, while I go ſee what way there 
is for us to eſcape, and whether ſome guar- 
dian Deity will not direct us what to do 
in this Extremity. He kiſſing her Hands, 
left her, concealing his Tears as well as he 
could. At laſt he bethought himſelf of 
taking one of the beſt Horſes in the Stables, 
and adviſed PALAMEDES and the reſt to do 
the ſame; then ſetting Spurs to his Horſe, 
and knocking down the Soldier that ſtood 
to oppoſe him, he ruſhed through Flames 
and armed Men, and galloped into the open 
Country. MARCELLINUs, vex'd to ſee ME- 
LINTHUs eſcape with ARIANA, and that 
he could not overtake him, becauſe he was 
on foot; turning himſelf, ſpy'd PaLa- 
 MEDES his principal Enemy, carrying off 
his Father. PALAMEDEs, ſeeing there was 
no paſſing but by fighting his way through, 
turned back and committed the Care of 
his Father to HERMES one of his faithful 
Servants, and EPICHARI1S to ARCAS, com- 
manding them to follow him, as ſoon as 
he had made a free Paſſage with his Sword. 
His Enemies being well : armed, he attack'd 
them with fo much fury, that he laid two 
or three dead at his feet, which put the 
reſt into ſuch a diſorder, that HERMEs and 
3 ARCAS 
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ARcas had time to eſcape. MARCELLINUS 
enraged to ſee his wicked Deſign thus 
fruſtrated, beat his Servants, accuſing them 
of Cowardice and Neglect: then ordering 
them to bring his Horſe, he purſued ME- 


LINTHUS, Ms ens his Men to follow 
him. 7; | 


MELINTHUS being now at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance from the City, help'd 
ARIANA off the Horſe, that ſhe might reſt 
herſelf; and looking round him, he ſpy'd 
a Man coming towards them, which by 
the light of the Moon he knew to be 
MARCELLINUS; he immediately mounted 
his Horſe, to prevent being ſurprized: 
Traytor! ſays he, doſt thou, being alone, 
dare to encounter me! MARCELLINUS made 
no reply, but came directly toward him, 
with a deſign to run the Sword through 
his Body, which MELINTHUs skilfully a- 
voiding, run his Sword through him; Take 
the Reward of thy Treachery, ſaid he: 
then dragging him off his Horſe, he gave 
him one more blow, with which he ex- 
pired. Then returning to ARIANA, he found 
her in the Arms of a Soldicr, who was 
juſt carrying her off; but MELINTHUS at- 
tacked him, with ſuch fury and rclolution, 
that he rcleas'd A. 
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NEVER was ſuch a mixture of Anger 
and Grief: ſeeing another Soldier coming 
towards them, weary as he was, he found 
he muſt yet fight or be taken; but the 
Man ſeeing MARCELLINvus, and the other 
Soldier dead, would not venture to encoun- 
ter MELINTHUS, who with AR IAN A return- 
ed thanks to the Gods for their Deliverance; 
and wiping MARCELLINUS's Sword, ** put 
it to his Side. 


PRESENTLY they heard a noiſe of 


Horſes, and ſaw ſome Men on horſeback 
coming towards them. Well, Madam, 
faid MELINTHUs, I find I muſt die, but it 


ſhall be in defending you to my laſt Breath, 
only, Madam, remember Here his Words 
faild him, being at a loſs in what manner 
he ſhould diſcover his Paſſion. ARIANa, 
truly ſenſible of his reſpectful and gene- 


rous Paſſion, and ſeeing him going to meet 
certain Death, ſwooned away; but the af- 
flicted MELINTHUs was obliged to leave 
her, to meet them; and finding they did 


not deſign to attack him, and looking 


ſtedfaſt at them, knew them to be Ar1- 
STIDES, PALAMEDES, nd the reſt of their 
Company. 


BLACK Deſpair Git gave place to Joy, 
and embracing PALAMEDES, he told him 


T— his 
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his miſtake and reſolution ; they then went 
to ARIANA, who being come to herſelf, 
forgot her Sorrow. At this dear unex- 
pected ſight, Jen ſeeing MAcCEL- 
LINUS lie dead, they looked upon it as a 
juſt Puniſhment from the Gods, that Mar- 
— — ſhould follow them with ſuch 
fury to meet his own death. 


ARISTIDES, who was ignorant of 
the Cauſe of MaRcELLINUs's hatred to 
them, could not imagine, what could pro- 
yoke him to be guilty of ſuch violent Out- 
| rages and Baſeneſs; then looking toward 
the Fire, which raged with great violence, 
he bewailed the Deſolation of that City, 
| and of ſo many noble Structures. They 
judged it not ſafe to remain there, left 
they ſhould be taken for Murderers, but 
made what haſte they could to the next 

Foreſt, to ſtay there till the next Night, 

intending to make the beſt of their way 

to Oſtia, = ſer | fail for &. cih. 


BEIN G come to the Foreſt, they fought 
out the moſt remote and darkeſt part of it 
to conceal themſelves: And PaLAaMEDES, 
MELINTHus, and the reſt, ſpread their Cloaks 
and Branches of Trees, to make it as con- 
venient as they could. The next Morning 
ey ſent a Slave to 9 0 to hire a — 

an 
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and ARcas with another Slave to buy fome 
Proviſions. 


ABOU T Noon, PALAMEDEs and Me: 
LINTHUS, attended by ARCas, went to 
diſcover all the intricate Paths of this Fo- 
reſt, that they might the more readily find 
their way out at night, ſecing it would be 
late before the Moon roſe. But when they 
were out of the Wood, they ſaw a Com- 
pany of Men on horſeback, riding that 
way, which obliged them to hide them- 
ſelves at the entring of the Wood, till 
they were paſled ; as they drew nearer, they 
heard one of them ſay, Certainly this can- 
not be the way they came, for if it had, 
we muſt have heard ſomething of them as 
we came along: He that flew MARCELLI- 
Ns is remarkable enough to be diſcovered, 
as well as the Woman that is with him, 
whom we are commanded to bring to the 
Emperor. This was ſpoke too clearly for 
MELINTHUsS to doubt whom they fought. 
We are undone, ſaid PALAME DES, if they 
find us. MELINTHUs made a ſign to him, 
not to make the leaſt noiſe, till they were 
paſſed; but unfortunately, PALAMEDES's 
Horſe neighing, one of the Company turned 
back, and ſeeing three Perſons endeavour 
to ſave themſelves, called to his Compa- 
nions to follow him. 


ME: 
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MELINT HUS, not a little grieved 
to be reduced to fly, ſaid to PALAMEDEsS, 
As tis your Siſter they ſeek, we muſt take 
care not to go near the place where our 
| Company is, and being better mounted 
than thoſe who purſued them, they ſoon 
got out of ſight: But their Enemies be- 
ing in great numbers, ſeparated themſelves 
into divers Companies to encloſe them, if 
they would not come out of the Wood. 
E Theſe Friends coming to a croſs Road, M- 
F LINTHUS and ARCAS went one way, and“ 
S PALAMEDES another; who thinking to meet 
S MELINTHUS again, fell unluckily into the 
hands of four or five Soldiers. MELIN- 
8 THUS, tho' out of danger himſelf, hearing 
a noiſe, began to fear ſome misfortune. 
had befallen his Friend; and reſolving to 
g0 to his aſſiſtance, commanded ARCas 
to take that opportunity of ſaving himſelf, 
and go and acquaint AR1STIDES, that he 
and ARIANA were purſued, deſiring they 
would not ſtir from the place, where they 
were till Night; and in caſe they ſhould 
hear no tidings from them by that time, 
he charged ARCAs to conduct them out 
of the Wood, directly to the Haven; and 
as ſoon as poſſible, embark with them for 
Sicily. My dear Maſter, ſaid ARcas, lay 
not upon me any Commands, that I cannot 
vey without being guilty of WO 
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and Ingratitude. ARCAas, replied MEL1y- 
THUS, aſſure thy ſelf there is nothing thou 
canſt be ſo ſerviceable to me in, as this 1 
now deſire of thee, If we do not return 
ſoon, tell them we are taken by the Sol. 
diers, to be delivered into the hands of 
Juſtice; from whence our Innocence will 
ſoon free us, and particularly be ſure thou 
do not leave ARIANA. Adieu, my dear 
ARcas, ſaid he, embracing him; then gal. 


lop'd towards the place, from hence he 
heard the noiſe. 8 


Hs faithful Servant could not bear 
the Thoughts of leaving his Maſter, eſpe- 
cially in ſo much danger, and ſtill conti. 
nued to follow him; but MELINTHUs look- 
ing behind, and ſeeing him, cried out, Be. 
lieve me, ARCas, tis death to me to {ec 
thee follow me; if you perſiſt in this re- 
ſolution, I ſhall not live an hour. Where 


upon ARCas, with Tears in his Eyes was 


obliged to leave his Maſter; who preſently 
after came up to PALAME DES, who had 
already ſlain two of the Soldiers, who at- 
tacked him, and was now beſet with five 
or ſix others, crying out to him to ſurren- 
der. PALAMEDES had ſo placed himſelf in 
the Wood, that they could not attack him 
behind, and wanted neither Courage not 
Skill to defend himſelf. MELINTHUS joined 
his Friend, after having wounded a Soldier, 
that 
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that would have oppoſed him. PALAMEDES 


ſeeing himſelf ſtrengthned by this Succour, 
took freſh Courage; and MELINTHUs hav- 
ing put two to death, had good hopes of 
eſcaping, had not ten or twelve more Sol- 


diers came up. | | 


SPENT and weary as they were, and 
| their Enemies numbers ſtill encreaſing, they 
| were reſolved to encounter them, and ſell 


their Lives at as dear a rate as poſlible. 
At length one of the Soldiers having killed 


 MeLINTHUS's Horſe, he was obliged to fight 
on foot. As 'twas impoſlible for them to 


overcome ſuch anumber of Soldiers, they 
themſelves - muſt have been ſlain, had not 
one of their Officers arrived, and cried out, 
that he had an Order from the Emperor, 
not to kill them, but bring them Priſoners 


to Rome. 


IN the mean time, ARCAs carried the 


= melancholy news to ARISTIDES, who bit- 


terly lamented for his Son; but ARIANA 


ſwooned away in the Arms of EPICHARIS. 


ARISTIDES, oppreſſed with Grief, weary and 
fatigued for want of reſt, fell aſleep : but 
ARIANA, who had ſlept a little that Morn- 


ing in the Wood, and had too much upon 


her Spirits to ſleep now, melted into Tears, 
and could not be comforted Madam, 


laid EpIchARIS, moderate your Grief. Epi- 


3 CHARIS, 
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CHARIS, replied ARIANa, didſt thou but 
know how great my loſs is, thou wouldſt 
pity me, and think I had reaſon to be ſo 
afflicted. EP1cHaR1s, tho almoſt as much 
troubled at this misfortune as her Lady, 
anſwered, You have not, perhaps, ſo much 
reaſon, as you imagine, Madam : Did not 
ARCas tell you, their Lives were ſafe, and 
that they would only take them Priſoners 
to Rome? Doſt thou think, ſaid ARIANA, 
the Death of thoſe they have ſlain, in their 
own defence, will not be reyenged on them? 
Then a flood of Tears ſtopt her Speech, 
I am not ignorant, ſaid EPICHARIS, how 
well you love your Brother. Thou knoweſt 
I love my Brother, interrupted ARITIANI, 
but thou doſt not know how dear that o- 
ther Perſon is to me. I cannot ſhed Tears 


enough for this double loſs, to repreſent 


the Exceſs of my Grief. EPICHARISs ſur- 
prized, was ſome time without anſwering, 
to let her vent her Grief with her Tears: 
then ſaid, Madam, in your Afflictions 1 
have ſome ſort of Joy, to hear you own 
what I have ſo often wiſhed for. I always 
thought that you alone was worthy of Me- 
LINTHUS, and he only deſerving of you. 
Doubtleſs the Gods will favour ſo dif 
creet and virtuous a Love and Friendſhip, 
and not ſuffer you to be long ſeparated. 


ALAS! 
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AL AS! Ericuanis, ſaid ARrtana, kn 
e eee do foreſee, if I return into Sicily 
without him? But he orders and deſires me 


to go, chuſing rather to die, than ſee me fall 
into the hands of thoſe infamous Raviſhers. 
I can aſſure thee, there never was a more ſin- 
cere and reſpectful Paſſion than that he has 

for me. He has been always ſo apprehenſive 
of diſpleaſing me, knowing that I abominate 
all that Nonſenſe and Flattery which is uſual 
in Courtſhip, that were I free from the 
8 Paſhon of Love myſelf, I ſhould hardly ima- 
gine that he loved me; and I believe he 
# would be pleaſed, if he knew I ſaid ſo much 
to you. Madam, anſwered EPICHAR1s, you 
know I have vowed to be faithful to you; 
and to queſtion my Fidelity, and not put a 
Confidence in me, would be injuring not 
only me, but yourſelf; knowing there is 
nothing I would refuſe to do, to ſerve you. 
7 I believe he would not be angry, that I. 
had heard this important Secret, if he knew 
how deſirous I am to ſee you both happy. 
| You, ſaid ARIANA, whoare acquainted with 
us both, doſt thou not think our Humours 
and Manners exactly calculated, and agrec- 
able for each other? But thou knoweſt whom 


my Father has deſigned me for; and this 
Thought is ſo cutting and afflicting, that 1 
fear I ſhall hardly live to ſee cither MELIN- 
THUS or my dear Brother, if they do 2 

PI- 
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EP1CHAR1S finding it diverted her Grief to 
talk of MELINTHVUs, ſaid to her, Madam, 
the Gods who have given you this amiable 
MELINTHUS, will preſerve him, and not ſuf. 
fer any Power upon Earth to controul their 
Will and Decree; make yourſelf eaſy, Ma. 
dam, rely on their Goodneſs: in the mean 
time, ſince you cannot ſleep, I ſhould take 
it as a very great Favour, if you would give 
yourſelf the trouble to relate to me the be- 
ginning of this ſincere Affection. I will, 
ſaid ARIANA, ſpend the remainder of the 
day on this pleaſing Subject; and looking 
round to ſec if no body could oyer-hear her, 
after wiping her Eyes, ſhe began thus. 


The Story of A NI NA and MELIN: 
THUS... 


1 Am of the opinion of the Learned, that 
the Gods have eſtabliſhed certain Geail 
who order all things here below ; who being 
juſt and good, will not long permit Artifice 
and Oppreſſion to triumph over Innocence, 
but at one time or other will bring to light 
the moſt hidden Secrets, that Virtue at length 
may meet with its Reward. I believe alſo 
there are others belonging to particular Per- 
ſons, who ſecretly inſpire us with what we 
ought to know and chuſe, and raiſe in us a 
liking or diſlike, for which we cannot al- 
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ſign a Cauſe, in order to direct us to what is 
moſt conducive to our good. 


T H O U wilt find this Obſervation veri- 


| fiedin what I am going to relate of the un- 
common Occurrences of MELINTHUs's Life, 
| of the good Qualities and Accompliſhments 
he has taken care to acquire, and the Eſteem 
| that we conceived for each other before we 
| ever ſaw one another: for I was not ac-. 
| quainted with him before he left Syracuſe, 
to go to Athens to learn all the Sciences 
ind Exerciſes proper for a Perſon of his Rank 
and Condition; in which he ſucceeded ſo 
vell, that there was no one came from that 
part of Greece, that did not extol him. My 
Brother alſo, in one of his Letters, ſending 
me word, that he had contracted a Friend- 
© ſhip with MELINTHñHUs, ſaid ſo much in his 
# praiſe, and ſeem'd ſo overjoy'd in regard to 
» himſelf, that I concluded MELINTHUs muſt 
be a very extraordinary Perſon, ſince my 
Brother, who was not the leaſt eſteemed, 
thought the acquiring his Friendſhip ſo great 
| apiece of good fortune. In my Anſwer, 
{ I congratulated him, and told him the uſe 
| Iſhould make of this good News, that when 
| he was lazy, and did not care for writing, I 
could hear at TELEPHUS's, MELINTHUS'S 
Father, how he did. My Brother ſhow'd 
him my Letter, which, he has told me ſince, 
| he mightily admired ; and from that time he 


Vo L. I. I never 


— 
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never wrote to his Father but he mentioned 
PALAMEDES and me: fo that whenever J 
wanted to know how my Brother did, I 
ſent to TELEPHUS, who made no ſcruple of 
ſending me MELINTHUS's Letters. But I 
muſt own to thee, that I was charmed with 
his manner of writing; there was ſo much 
Life and Spirit, ſuch an agreeable Turn of 
Thought, but at the ſame time fo great a 
Reſpect for TELEPHUs, that I own I had a 
great deſire to be one day acquainted with 
him: on the other hand, I took more care 
when I wrote to PALAMEDES, that if he 
ſhould ſhow my Letters to MELINTHUs, he 
might entertain the more favourable Opi- 
nion of me. I was not diſappointed ; for 
he has told me ſince, that after having ſeen 
what I writ, and heard my Brother talk of 
me, he thought it long till the time ſet by 
his Father for his ſtay there was expired, to 
return into S7czy to ſee me. 

AFTER this, ſome Occurrence happen- 
ed that ſtill ſerved to encreaſe our Eſteem 
of each other; for MELINTHUsS having won 
the Prize of the Horſe-Race, at the O/ym- 
pick Games, and being alſo declared the beſt 
Poet, and my Brother the beſt Performer on 
the Harp, they rendered our City the moſt 
famous in all Greece. About the ſame time, 
a Prize was propoſed in Syracuſe for the 
handſomeſt Lady ; and in favour of _— 
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moſt Lovers ſhould appear, and repeat Ver- 
ſes in her praiſe. All who had any pre- 
tence to Beauty in the City, prepared them- 
| ſelves to be upon the Theatre, and diſpute 
the Victory: for my part, deſpiſing, or ha- 
ving no hopes of winning it, I ſtaid within 
all that day, whatever perſuaſions could be 
uſed to preſs me to be there: however, 
ſome of the Lovers complaining in their 
| Verſes of the Abſence of their Miſtreſs, 
mentioned me; whereupon the Judges, 
| without ſecing me, ſent me the Prize, which 
| was the leaſt of my Thoughts and Expecta- 
tion. MELINTHUS underſtanding, by the 
Letter my Father ſent to PALAMEDES, the 
Honour I had acquired, after making ſo light 
of it and deſpiſing it, conceived yet agreater 
Eſteem for me, and thought of nothing 
but returning ſoon to Syracuſe. At laſt Pa- 
© LAMEDES ſent us word, they were preparing 
to return home; but happening to meet 
with CORBULON, who was going to war 
| againſt the Part hians, this put off their Re- 
turn for a conſiderable time, but ſerved to 
} increaſe MELINTHUS's Fame and Reputation; 
tor he and my Brother following CORBULON 
into Aſa, performed ſuch memorable Ex- 
| ploits in this Expedition, that MELINTHvus's 
Courage and Valour was the Subject of every 
| Converſation, which till heightened the 
| great Eſteem I had of him, and made me 
es © as think 
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think there was ſome n in 4 Dit 
A 


W HEN the War was ** chay left 
Aſia, and landing in Sicily, gave notice of 
their coming, that they might be received as 
Vanquiſhers at the Olymp:ick Games, as the 
Syracuſians deſigned; but as they had added 
yet greater Victories to thoſe, with much 
more Danger and Honour, they were to be 
received in a more pompous manner. The 


News of their coming was very acceptable 


to all the People, as well as myſelf, think. 
ing I ſhould now ſee MELINTHUs, whom! 
had heard ſo much of. The Citizens pul- 
led down a patt of the Wall, as is cuſtomary 

in all Countries at the reception of thoſe 
who had the honour to win the Prizes at 
the Ol/ympick Games; and ſaid, that having 
been at io many Sieges, they had been uſed 
to enter the City at Breaches, and not at the 
Gates. 


j 


ALL things were now in readineſs for | 
their Reception, and the People would go 
to meet them in return for the Honou | 
they had acquired for their Country. I was- 
pitched upon to give them the City Preſents Þ 
which were a White Horſe, and a Sword 


hanging in a Scarlet Scarf, embroidered with Þ 
Silver, for MELINTHUs 3. and a Caſſock ver) Þ 
richly work d, and a Bow and Quiver, filled 

with! 
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with golden Arrows, for my Brother. They 


had notice in what manner we deſigned to 
receive them; and MELINTHUs and my 


Brother, dreſſed after the Grecian Faſhion, 


were mounted on fine Steeds, at the head 
of their Company. I was dreſs'd in White, 


my Fair looſe, and flowing about my Shoul- 
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ders, crown'd with Garlands of Flowers; I 


rode by the ſide of my Uncle Dictarcus ; 
two Men on foot led the Horſe with purple 
Reins, deſigned for MELINTHus : the other 
followed with the other Preſents, and a vaſt 
concourſe of People. 


WHEN we met, MELINTHUS got off 
his Horſe, and ſo did my Uncle; two Men 
helped me off mine. After the uſual Com- 
pliments, I prepared myſelf to ſpeak, but 


vas ſo confuſed at the ſight of the Perſon 


I had ſo long had a deſire to ſee, with ſuch 


an agreeable Air, that I had much ado to 


recover myſelf. He has been pleaſed to 


compliment me ſince, by telling me, that 


in his Life he never was ſo charm'd at the 


ſight of any Perſon. I thanked him in the 


People's Name, for the Honour he had 


gained his Country; in acknowledgment of 


which, I deſired him to accept of thoſe 
Preſents. Then the Attendants. gave the 
purple Reins into my Hand, which I pre- 
ſented MELINTHUs ; but when they gave 


me the Sword and Scarf, which I was 


I 3 ordered 
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ordered to put on, in my Life I never had 
ſuch a Colour, nor was ſeized with {ach a 
Trembling. I made all the haſte I could to 
carry my Brother his Preſent, that I might 
have opportunity to recover myſelf. I re- 
member MELINTHUS ſaid ſomething of 
Thanks for the Honour they did him ; but 
I was in too great a Confuſion to mind 
what he ſaid. But he has told me ſince, 
that he anſwered, That his native Country 
might claim whatever he did as her duc; 
and that he received thoſe Preſents not as 
a Reward, but new Obligations. As for 
PALAME DES, I have forgot what he ſaid. 
This Ceremony being ended, MELINTHUS 
help'd me up upon my Horſe, and mounted 
that I had juſt given him. I could not but 
admire whatever he ſaid or did ; and I per- 
ceived his Eyes were often fixed upon me, 
in ſuch a manner as diſcovered a growing 
Paſſion, but with ſo much Modeſty and 
Reſpect, that it was impoſlible for any to 
perceive it, but me. We arrived at Jyra- 
cuſe, and after waiting on us home, he 


returned to his Father „ accompanied by 
his Fricnds. 


ALL that Evening my mind ran on 
MELINTHUsS, that mild and ſerene Coun- 
tenance, that tall and eaſy Shape, that 
Grace in all his Actions, and that lively and 
obliging Manner of Speaking, forced me 
4 to 
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to confeſs I never had ſeen ſo amiable and 
accompliſh'd a Perſon. But then I conſi- 
dered again my Father deſigned me for A- 
MINTAS, Which was the richeſt: Match in 
Syracuſe; and that MELINTHUSs Fortune 
was very much inferior to mine; twas com- 
monly reported, that DIOCLES was grown 
rich of a ſudden by the Poſſeſſions of exi- 


led and baniſhed Perſons, and that he was 


willing to embrace this Match to be ſcreen- 
ed and protected by the Authority and 
Power of my Uncle DickaRcus. But as 
DiocLES had always been of a contrary 
Party from my Uncle, he was very much 
againſt it; tho' my Father, who was for 
this Match, ſaid all he could to r N 
him to agree to it. 


'T WAS juſt about coke time that DIce- 


* ARCUS made me a Preſent of thee, he 


bought thee upon the Sea-Coaſt, when thou 
wert very young; and his Wife being dead, 
he knowing that I lov'd thee, gave thee to 
me. I ſhall never forget that happy Change 
of my Condition, ſaid EPICHAR Is; for I may 
truly ſay, I only then began to liye, when 
I entered your Service, h having led a very 
uncomfortable Life with AcipaL1aand him; 
tho' they were very civil to me, and took 
great care of my Education : But with you, 
Madam, I am as happy as I can wiſh; and 
envy not the moſt exalted Condition upon 
OY _ earth. 
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Earth. I know, ſaid ARIANA, what a Sa. 
tisfaction tis to thee, to be aſſured of my 
Friendſhip; but let me go on with my Sto- 
ry, and thou ſhalt ſee, if I do not pur en 
Confidence in thee. 


MELINTHUS was four or 2 days 


without ſeeing me, but PALAME DES going 


to viſit him as he often did, MELINTHVs 
deſired my Brother to take him home with 
him, and introduce him. We had con- 
ceived ſuch an Opinion of each other, that 
when we met, we were in ſome meaſure 
awed with the ſight of each other: Hear- 
ing he was come, I ſummon'd all the Re- 
ſolution I was Miſtreſs of, to my aſſiſtance. 
PALAMEDES bringing him to ſalute me, 


ſaid, Siſter, here is a Perſon who always 


deſerves as good a Reception as you gave 
him in publick, and whom you will love, 
if you love me; for he is my ſecond Self, 
nay more, dearer to me than my ſelf. I 
anſwer'd, Brother, I ſhall always reſpect 
thoſe, whom you love; and did I not 
eſteem MELINTHUs, who has ſo many ex- 
cellent qualities to recommend him, I am 
ſure I ſhould be alone in my Opinion. 
Madam, ſaid MELINTHvus, if you were the 
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only one, you would have juſtice of your 


fide. MELINTHUs, ſays my Brother, let 
us not loſe time in talking of your Worth 


and Merit, my Siſter is no ſtranger to your 


Fame 
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Fame and Reputation; but you muſt alſo 

confeſs, that I have a very amiable. Siſter. 

Brother, ſays 1, I think you might find a 

more entertaining Subje& to talk of ; beſides, 
how would you have MELINTHUsS make a 

judgment of a Perſon he does not know ? 

Then I deſired him to ſit down. Madam, re- 

ply'd MELINTHUs, the Beauty of your Mind 
| already know, by your Letter to PaLa- 
MEpEs; and as the Beauty of the Face, is 
ſeen at firſt fight, permit me to make a 
Judgment of you now ; and ſay that Fame, 
which generally adds to Merit, in regard 
to you, has .been forced to diminiſh, not 
being able to come up to yours. Pray, 
faidI, leave theſe Compliments and Praiſes, 
which Complaiſance rather than Truth ob- 
liges you to make. I had a better Opinion 
of your Senſe, than to believe you could 
condeſcend to flatter any body. Praiſes, 
ſaid he, Madam, can only be called Flattery, 
when they are miſ-apply'd ; but even Virtue 
herſelf does not refuſe them as a Reward. 
True, ſaid I, but thoſe that are ſenſible of 
their Faults, as I am, ought to receive Praiſes 
as a Reproach, for want of that merit others 
are pleas'd to aſcribe to them ; there is no 
one fond of Praiſe but thinks they deſerve ' 
it, which is an inſupportable Vanity. He 
found I could nor bear to be praiſed or 
flattered, and that my Humour was different 
from the generality of my Sex ; at _ 


3 
vs 
. 2 
oY” 
3 
- 
Y 
3 
0 
2 


122 The ADVENTURES 
I could obſerve by his Countenance he 
was ſomewhat ſurpriz'd, and by the Anſwer 
he made me. Pardon me, Madam, ſaid 
he, ſince I muſt praiſe you, in telling you, 
that tis a certain Sign of Merit, not to care 
to hear one's own Praiſes; at which great 
Souls moſt commonly bluſh, and diſcover 
their reſentment. Neither ſhould I have 
prefumed, Madam, to have given my O. 
pinion to your face, had not PALAME DES 
obliged me to own that no one can be 
more perfectly amiable. My Brother in- 
terrupted this Diſcourſe with ſome of his 
Raillery, and ſaid he thought me of a very 
different Humour from thoſe Women he 
had convers'd with, for he always found it a 
ready way to gain their Favour, to tell 
them they were handſome, and that after 
having once perſuaded them to think they 
were perfect, he inſenſibly began to imagine 
ſo himſelf. Tis true, reply d MELINTHVs, one 
may often ſucceed by that means, becauſe ge- 
nerally ſpeaking there are Faults and Failings; 
and this is rather taking an advantage of 
one another's Weakneſs, than gaining a 
Conqueſt by skill or merit. No matter for 
that, ſaid my Brother, if one is ſatisfied. 
Own ingenuouſly now, ſaid MELINTHUS, 
that you never obtained any favour by thoſe 
means, but there was ſome remarkable de- 
fe in the Perſon you addreſſed. That 1 
allow, ſaid my Brother, elſe how ſhould 
1 one 
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one make a Conqueſt? And thoſe ſort of 
Ladies are more agreeable to me, than thoſe 
whoſe rigid ſeverity renders them inacceſ- 
ſible. They are the fitteſt indeed for your 
terms, ſaid MELINTHUS; but confeſs if in your 
Heart you have not a greater eſteem for 
the others. Undoubtedly, ſaid my Brother, 
but I have nothing to ſay to them, ſince 
they do not ſeem to care for me. I was 
mightily pleasd to hear MELINTHUS ap- 
prove of a reſerv'd, ſtrict, modeſt Behaviour, 
and expreſs my very Thoughts in ſuch vir- 
tuous Sentiments, and in ſo handſome a 
manner. We paſs d the reſt of the Day in 
the like Diſcourſe, by which I found ME- 
LINTHUS and I agreed in our Opinions, 
| and he perceivd my Favour and Approba- 
tion was not to be won by flattery. 


AFTER this Interview, I never heard 
him mention any thing of my Beauty or 
his Love, but he ſeemed entirely free from 
this Paſſion. All our Diſcourſe was of the 
Love and Courtſhip of others, in which we 
remarked a thouſand DefeAs and little 
Weakneſſes; and thus we inſenſibly taught 
each other how we ſhould be the Object of 
one another's Love. Never did he dare to 


| tell me he loved me; yet his Eyes and Be- 


haviour were intelligible enough. See how 
odd our Humours are, tho' I was very well 
pleaſed that he loved me, yet had he men- 
5 5 I tioned 
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tioned. Love, I ſhould have certainly forbid 
him ever ſeeing me: So that he was ob- 
liged to take another method, by giving 
me Verſes and Poems of his making; but 
I muſt tell thee of a Lover I had very dif- 
ferent from MELINTHUs, tis of the proud 
conceited GARAMANTES, of whom thou haſt 
heard many a pleaſant Story, but not this 
that happen d at our Houſe, it being kept 
ſecret. He was originally an African, and 
becauſe/ no one knew his Extraction, he 
pretended there was not his Equal in Sicily: 
Nay, he had certain Reaſons and Argu- 
ments, with which he would vindicate his 

Pride and Arrogance; and prove that no 
one could have Courage, without having 
as much Pride as himſelf. He took it into 
his head to plague me with his Viſits: 
However, knowing his haughty ridiculous 
Temper, he ſerv'd ſometimes to make us 
laugh; and I often diverted my {elf by 
feigning to be of the ſame Opinion. He 
on the contrary thought I highly eſteemed 
him; and that I imagin'd it the greateſt 
honour that could happen to me to be lovd 
by one of his Rank and Merit. 


ONE day when he came, I happen'd 
to be alone, and unwilling, I ſuppoſe, to 
loſe this opportunity of ſpeaking to me, 
he told me, with a cold indifferent Air, 
he had ſome News to tell me, he believed 

would 
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would not be diſagreeable. Pray, fays 
I, let me hear what it is? Tis, continued 
he, that I have entirely broke off with As- 
PATIA, Who was one of the greateſt Beau- 
ties in Syracuſe. And pray, ſays I, how 
does this concern me? Becauſe, ſays he, 
twas only the Love I had for her, prevent- 
ed my making my Addreſſes to you. This 
was the News that was to be ſo agreeable 
to me. Is it poſlible; ſaid EPIcHARIS, the 
Man could be ſo vain and impertinent ? 
Don't wonder at that, ſaid ARIANA, but 
have patience to hear the reſt: I was in the 
humour to be diverted, and therefore 
anſwered him in his own way ; telling him, 
I did not dare to flatter my ſelf, in think- 
ing he deſigned me ſo much honour, know- 
ing myſelf unworthy. No, continued he, 
I will have you believe it, for as I hate 
thoſe mean-ſpirited Wretches, who for- 
getting the Superiority of our Sex, ſubmit 
themſelves to the Ladies by a thouſand 
Flatteries; fo alſo I ſee not in you, that 
Arrogance and Diſdain, which will not allow 
any Faults in yours: ſo that Ithink we 
are equally undeceived and free from the 
vulgar Error. Ilooking at him, ſmiled and 
wonder'd to ſce how far the little Wit he 


had was bewilderd in theſe vain fantaſtick 
Chimæras; but he imagin'd my laughing 
procceded from exceſs of Joy, that he would 
vouchſafe to love me, and was ſo ſenſeleſs 


Ts 
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as to think that the meaner Opinion he 
had of me, the more 1 ſhould think my 
ſelf obliged to him. In ſhort, I was re- 
ſolved to ſee how far his exceſſive Pride 
and Folly would carry him: Wherefore 
I deſired, that ſince he deſigned me ſo much 
Honour, he would pleaſe to order in what 
manner [1 ſhould behave my ſelf, that I might 


not be wanting in the Reſpect that was due 


to his Quality and Merit. My Honey, ſaid 
he, taking me by the Hand, and thinking 
he pleaſed me much with this ſweet Word, 
love me, and remember who Jam, and then 
you will always honour and reſpe& me; 
and you may reſt aflured of my Friendſhip 
while you bchave your ſelf in this manner. 
I will not deceive you with a thoutandOaths, 


as others do, and by Submiſſions and Cringes, 


which I think beneath me: You ſee Iam 
no Hypocrite, I ſpeak as I think. There 
indeed he was in the right. Many, ſaid he, 
eſteem that Pride, which in effect is a noble 
Courage, and a right Knowledge of one's 


ſelf: When they humble themſelves with 


ſo much Complaiſance, tis a ſign they 
are conſcious of ſome notable fault and de- 
fect in themſelves; and what is uſually ſtyled 


Courteſy and Civility among Men, I call 


Cowardice and Meanneſs of Spirit, as if we 
held our Lives of them, and were obliged 
to them tor leiting us alone in peace.. 1 
ſeemed to approve of all he faid, as if it 

were 
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were a juſt Notion of things. For my part, 
ſaid he, I deſign to deſpiſe and defy all the 
World; and when Imeet with any one that 
approaches me with filence and reſpe&, I 
hug my 1elf, to think how formidable my 
very Looks are. A thouſand things more 
he ſaid of this kind, which are not worth 
naming, neither am I in the humour to re- 
peat them; but I was then diverted with this 
original Creature, and only wanted a third 
Perſon to laugh with. By this time, to my 
great Satisfaction, came in my Brother and 
MELINTHVUS ; as ſoon as they were ſet down, 
I venturd to tell them before GaRAMANTES, 
Without naming his Name, all that he had 
been ſaying. I told them, I was impatient 
to ſee them, to acquaint them with my good 
Fortune. MELINTHUS ask'd me what it 
was? A Lover, faid I, which Iam not a 
little proud of. He congratulated me upon 
this occaſion, and ask'd me if his Name 
was a Secret? Yes, ſaid I; but Imuſttell 
you in what manner he made his Addreſſes. 
Then, as well as I could remember, I re- 
peated word for word what GARAMANTES 
had ſaid, not forgetting any of his Imper- 
tinences. Upon which he changed Coun- 
tenance ; I was ready to die with laughing. 
MEeLinTHUs and my Brother could not be- 
lieve, that any one pretending to be in their 
Senſes, could betray ſo much Folly, and 
every now and then cried out, Is it * ? 
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At laſt they asked me if I did not invent 
it: GARAMANTES can bear witneſs, ſays], 
that what I ſay is true. They immediately 
gueſsd it to be him, knowing his Humour, 
and by the Confuſion he was in. GaRa- 
MANTES finding he was diſcovered, was at 
a loſs which ſide to take, whether he ſhould 
6 — our making a jeſt of him, or defend 
what he had ſaid. However, his Cowardice 
got the better of his Reſentment, and as 
he could ſpeak in the third Perſon, and 
had no occaſion to take it upon himſelf, he 
ſaid he did not think this Perſon ſo ridi- 
culous as they repreſented him; and that 
if the generality of the World was of that 
mind, the Ladies would be forced to baniſh 
their Severity and Pride, and own that they 
were obliged to the Men for loving them. 
MELINTHUs immediately asked him what 
Grounds he had for this preſumptuous Va- 
nity? Becauſe, ſays he, for one Advan- 
tage the Women have over us, which is 
Beauty, we have a thouſand they have 
not, which are of more conſequence ; fuch 
as extraordinary Courage, Prudence, Strength, 
Skill, and many others that I could name. 
MELINTHUs anſwer'd, Suppoſing we had 
thoſe Advantages, theſe are ſtill but weak 
in compariſon of their Beauty, to which 
all muſt ſubmit : but we are very far from 
having them, and a Lady has often more 
Courage and Reſolution in the preſerva- 
tion 
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tion of her Honour, and more Prudence 
in her Conduct, than we can have in any 
thing we do; they are obliged to be con- 
tinually upon their __ and foreſee even 
the Conſequences of their Words and Looks, 
and yet appear without any conſtraint. If 
tis the Effect of an extraordinary Care, 
we muſt allow they want neither wit nor 
skill: On the contrary, we ſay and do a 


I thouſand things, which in the Ladics would 


paſs for criminal. This plainly ſhows their 


Nature to be much more perfect than ours, 
© which cannot bear the leaſt Reproach. There 


is now but one advantage left us, which 


is Strength, and then, according to your 
= way of arguing, the Lion is a nobler Crea- 
ture than Man: But according to the Pro- 
verb, Policy is beyond Strength. The 
E Greeks and Romans have always conquer'd 
the Barbarians, tho they far ſurpaſs d them 
in ſtrength of Body. Beſides, do we not 
often ſee Power, Courage, Wit and Policy, 


ſubmit to one Word or Look from a Woman? 
which is an undeniable Proof of their hav- 
ing the Superiority. GARAMANTES told him 
he would argue in quite another manner, if 


l was not preſent; and I am vexed, ſays 


he, to ſee a Man ſo mean-{pirited to em- 


7 ploy this ſame ſuperior Senſe and Reaſon to. 


perſuade them, they ſurpaſs us. On the 
contrary, reply'd MELINTHUS, if ARIANA 
Was. not i J would not be at the 

Vol. I. K trouble 


- 
+ 0 


130 The ADVENTURES 
trouble of arguing, which I do to ſatisfy her, 
and not you; but the reſpect; I have for 
her, prevents me ſhowing you how much l 
deſpiſe you for beginning ſuchan Argument, 
ſo mal a propos as in her preſence. Mx- 
LINTHUS had too great a regard for me, to 
quarrel 'in my hearing. But my Brother, 
rcally provok'd, ſaid to him, You intereſt 
your ſelf too much in this Cauſe, to leave 
any room to doubt your being the ridicu- 
lous Fool your ſelf; and I adviſe you to 
leave the Houſe this minute, unleſs you 
have a mind to be puniſh'd before her 
face, for all your Folly and Impertinence. 
He was oblig'd to go, ſhamed and vexcd, 
and left us at liberty to laugh at him. 
This vain arrogant Wretch, was ſuch a 
Coward, as not to make one word of 
Anſwer, only mutter'd ſomething, which 
we did not underſtand. 


WE divertcd- ourſelves at his expence 
all the remainder of that day, but had like 
to have paid dear for our Paſtime. In the 
Evening my Brother often went home with 
- MELINTHvs, and ſtay'd there for the ſake 
of his Company; and making it late that 
night before they retired, they were aſſaulted 
by a dozen Men, againſt whom they dc- 
tended themſelves ſo valiantly, being both 
on horſeback, that having ſlain four, they 
put the reſt to flight, Next day, the ſlain 
were 
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were known to be Toxaris's Soldiers, who 


was Provoſt of Syracuſe, and an intimate 


Friend of GaRAaManTts. This Toxar1s 


had pretended Love to ERYCINE, MELIN- 
THUs's Siſter ; but he had been forbid the 
Houſe, on account of the Robberies which 
he would commit himſelf inſtead of re- 
ſtraining others. However, we could neither 


accuſe TOXARI1S nor GARAMAN TES of this 


Attempt upon my Brother and MELINTHUus; | 


for when the wounded Men were found, 


they were too near expiring to make any 


: diſcovery. 


A few days after, my Brother and M- 


lIINTHUs received a Challenge from theſe 
two Friends; the Meſſenger who brought 
it, was to conduct them out of the City to 
the Place where they were to fight. M- 
E LINTHUS miſtruſted ſome Treachery, not 
= believing two ſuch baſe Cowards would fight 
fairly; however, they reſolved to go, and 
be as much upon their guard as they could. 
Their Guide led them out of the City ncar 
2 Gravel-Pit, and ſhow'd them ToxarIs and 
E GARAMANTES alone on a riſing Ground, 
Where there was no great reaſon to fear 
any body could be hid, becauſe it was an 
open Plain, where they could ſee a great way 
round them. The Lad left them, having 
} diſcharged his Office. MELINTHUS, going 


to o make up directly to them, perceived the 
K 2 Ground 
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Ground ſtrew d with Trees and Stones, ex: 
cept one little Path, by which they were 
obliged to go. But PALAMEDES, Without 
giving himſelf the trouble to think, went 
directly up the Path, and MELINTHUs was 


| ſtrangely amazed to ſee him ſink of a ſud- 
den, as if the Earth had ſwallowed him up; 
he rode up to the place, and ſecing four 
Soldiers juſt going to cut my Brother's Throat, 
he ruſh'd in among them, and with hi 
Cries made them turn their Fury upon him- 
felf ; whilſt my Brother recovered from his 
fall, with which, by good luck, he was not 
much hurt, only his Horſe was killed. Mr. 
LINTHUS had {lain two of the Soldiers, and, 
_ exaſperated at this vile Treachery, was going 
to fall upon the two others, when Toxari 


and GARAMANTES came up to him, and ob 


liged him to turn to them; and my Brother 


was able by this time to encounter the two ſe 
Soldiers. I cannot tell all the particulars! 
this part of my Story, ſeeing they them 
ſelves are too modeſt to relate the Proofs of 
their Valour. I can only tell you, that h- 
ving dangerouſly wounded their Enemies, 
and put them to flight, MELINTHUs would 
not purſue them, becauſe he was not wil 
ling to leave my Brother, who was on foot; 
and ſeeing one of the Soldiers was not yet! 
dead, made him confeſs, they had been allthe 
night before at work in that place. After this 
we heard very little talk of ToxaR1s ar 4 
Su. 
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GARAMANTES, only that they were at a 


Country-Houſe very like to die of their 
Wounds. PALAMEDES gave me this Ac- 
count of it; but he ſaid, MELINTHVUs did 
not care it ſhould be known, leſt there ſhould 
be an enquiry into the Cauſe of it, and I 
have reaſon to think his greateſt fear was leſt 


my Name ſhould be brought in ; knowing 


how much I ſhould hate to become the 


= Town-talk. 


SOME time after, DiocLEs coming to 
treat with my Father about the Marriage of 
his Son, PALAMEDES came and told me in 
the preſence of MELINTHVUS, that he believed 
my Uncle would at laſt be brought to conſent 
to this Match. This News made me bluſh, 
and truck MELINTHUs dumb for ſome time; 


| but being willing to conceal his ſurprize 


from my Brother, he ſaid to me, he thought 


; AMINTAS a very happy Perſon ; and asked 


me, if I was well acquainted with him. 


| ; 1 told him no, but that I deſigned to be 


wholly governed and directed by my Fa- 
ther. He ſaid indeed, AMINTAsS was a very 


. | | honeſt worthy Gentleman; and I could ſee, 


he went home very much troubled, and we 
were ſome time without ſeeing him. I was 
ſaying to my Brother, I was ſurprized at it; 
and he told me, that TELEPHUs and D1o- 
LES, who had been ſuch intimate Friends, 
had quarrelled, and that perhaps TELETHUS 
K 3 had 
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had forbid MELINTHUs coming to our Houſe, 
on account of the Report f my having 
DiocLES'Ss Son; however, he went that 
very day to ſee him. In the Evening he told 
me, that MELINTHUS had been confined 
with a Fever, which was the Cauſe of our 
not ſeeing him. I immediately concluded 
his Illneſs proceeded from my telling him 
my Refolution ; otherwiſe it is likely he 
would have ſent my Brother word he was 
ill, A few days after, PALAMEDES told me, 
he was better; and one Afternoon he came 
to our Houſe, where he found only my 


Brother and I. PALAMEDES having made 


ſome appointment, left us alone; then en- 


tering into diſcourſe with MELINTHUS, I 


found he had ſomething more than ordinary 
upon his Spirits. Doubtleſs, ſaid I, you 
have ſomething troubles you. Madam, ſaid 
he, I own there is; and I cannot tell 
you, without telling the Cauſe: and yet 
ſomething forbids me to name it. I was 
ſurprized, thinking he was going to make 
a declaration of his Paſſion ; for if he had, 
I ſhould certainly have baniſhed him from 
my ſight: however, that he might not dare 
to mention Love, I ſaid to him, You are the 
beſt judge, whether you ought to tell it me, 
or not, knowing my Humour, and your own 
Diſcretion. , Jam obliged, Madam, faid he, 
to let you know it; and perhaps as much as 
you have honoured me with your nn, 
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Imay incur your III-will by it. I was then 
more apprehenſive than before; and being 
vexed that he was going to oblige me never 
to ſee him more, I ſaid to him, MELIN- 
© Taus, run no hazard, but let us remain as 
ve are. He perceived my fear, but ſaid, I 
E muſt let you know, Madam, how much I. 
@ reſpe& you, and what an opinion I have of 
you, for Iam going to put my Life in your 
power; and after you have heard what I 
have to ſay, you ſhall diſpoſe of my Life as 
you think fit. Iknow youtoo well, and my 
ſelf too, Madam, to ſay any thing that 
EZ would diſpleaſe. Being aſſured of this, I 
gave him leave to tell me whatever he had 
to ſay. I thought, ſaid he, Madam, I had 
a Father, but I have not; or if I have, I 
know not what part of the World he is in. 
Alas! ſaid I, what is become of TELEPHvs ? 
Madam, anſwered he, he is very well; but 
be pleaſed to hear what I have to ſay to you. 
Ihe other day DIOCLEs and he had a diſpute, 
and going yeſterday again to his Houſe, he 
came home in a very great Rage and Paſſion, 
and taking me aſide, he ſaid, MELINTHvs, 
I muſt tell you a very important Secret, 
which concerns us both; but I never ſhall 
quit the tender Affection I have had for you 
2 cver ſince you was born; tho I muſt quit the 
Name of Father, to let you know your Birth 
and Extraction. And ſeeing I was aſtoniſhed, 
MELINTHUS, ſays he, it is no bad news 1 
K 4 am 
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am going to tell you, Es n me Wick 
er 8 | 


KNO W. that 8 the nil of the 
Reign of the Emperor CLAUDIUs, the 
whole World being in peace, the Syracu- 


ſiaus enjoy'd a full Liberty, and HERRMOCRA- 


TES and DICEARCUs had the greateſt Au- 
thority in the City, being both of a noble 
and ancient Deſcent, and equal in Power; 
HERMOCRATES deſcended from PVYVRRHVUs 
King of EPI RUs, who was lincally deſcend- 
ed from ACHILLES : for they ſay this Prince, 
after many other Victories, conquer'd J;czly, 
and married CORONI1S, a Hracuſian Lady, 
only Daughter of PARMENI1DEs, who was 
of the Poſterity of the ancient Kings of 
Sicily; he, knowing that ANTIGONE was 
dead, conſented that PYRRHUs, then a Wi- 
dower, ſhould marry his Daughter privately; 
and that it ſhould be kept ſecret till his re- 
turn from Itah, that ſhe might not be expo- 
{cd to the Rage and Malice of his Enemies 
in Hicily. But while he won ſeveral Battles 
of the Romans, he loſt Sicily, and could ne- 
ver enter it again; and being obliged after 
ſome loſſes to leave Italy, he undertook o- 
ther Conqueſts, in which he was unfortu- 
. 8 


CO RON had a Son by 9 
but PARMENIDES never durſt let it be known 
who 


-of MELINTHUS. 137 


1 4 who he was, becauſe the Hracuſians had re- 
bell'd againſt PyRRHUs, and had elected a 
King. He and CoroNi1s had no other care 
þ but the Education of this Son, and to re- 
: mind him of doing Actions ſuitable to his 
: high Birth and Royal Extraction. This 
- Prince being come to Age, contented him- 
- ſelf with a private Life; for he feared the 
e Power of the Romans, to whom his Father 
5 had been ſo dangerous an Enemy; neither 
$ did he claim kindred with his Brothers, leſt 
he ſhould incur their Malice, and that they 
L ſhould imagine it was to gain part of that In- 
, heritance. However, he diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf in the War; and his Poſterity, among 
$ whom was HERMOcRATES, have always 
f been eminent for their Merit and Valour. 
k | 


ON the other hand, DicearRcus is of 
; the ancient Race of the great TIMOLEON of 
Corinth, and came from thence with his 
; Family to ſettle in Syracuſe, after he had 
$ driven the Tyrants out of Sicily, and de- 
s WF feated the Carthaginians in ſeveral Battles. 
„ Dicxtarcus and HERMOCRATES were al- 
r ways of different Opinions in the Affairs of 
- the Publick, and headed each a ſeparate 
Party. DictaRcus was of a turbulent 
haughty Temper, (pardon me, Madam, faid 
he, for uſing TELEPHUS's own Terms and 


. Expreſſions) and ſpared no Artifice to ac- 
1 inen his Deſign. HERMOCRATES "* 
, o 
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of a mild and peaceful Diſpoſition, relying 
upon his well-known Honeſty and Probity, 


and the Fame and Reputation he had ac- 


quiredi in the War under GERMAN Icus, aſpi- 


ring to no other Advantage or Prerogative in 
the City, than what his Anceſtors had left 
him. But DIcEARcus, jealous of his Fame and 
Reputation, and not being able to ſuffer an 
Equal in the City, ſtudied how to ruin him; 
and having muſter d together a great quan- 
tity of Arms, got them carried by night 
over HERMOcRaATEs's Garden-Walls, and 
placed them as if deſigned for ſome extra- 
ordinary Enterprize; and then gave notice 
to the Chief of the City, that HERMOcRA- 
TES had ccrtainly ſome deſign againſt their 
_ Liberty. Whereupon they determined to 
ſearch his Houſe betimes in the Morning ; 
when finding theſe Arms, they ſeized and 


carried him Priſoner to the Caſtle. Then 


a Council was held, to deliberate what muſt 
be done. Moſt were of opinion, it was a 
ſubtile Device of DIcARcus; there being 
no likelihood, that one ſingle Man could 
make himſelf Tyrant of a large City, under 
the Domination of CLAUDIUs C &SAR, who 
then reign'd, while Rome was in its greateſt 
Power, Peace, and Tranquillity. The Peo- 
ple, Who lovd HERMOCRATES, began to 
mutiny and murmur againſt his Accuſers 
which when DICEARcs] perceived, he would 
have acquainted the Governour of the Pro- 

"2 vince 
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vince with this ſuppoſed Crime ; but the 
Hracuſians would never conſent, alledging 
the Privileges they had ſtill preſerved in their 
own power, of judging their own Affairs: 
but nevertheleſs, not daring wholly to ac- 
quit him, leſt DickAR cus ſhould complain: 
to the Governour, they aſſembled themſelves 
together, and agreed to baniſh him for five 
Years, according to their ancient Law of. 
Petaliſm, which was made againſt thoſe: 
who affected Tyranny. DICcEARCUS, un- 
willing to provoke the People, ſeem d very 
very well ſatisfied with their Sentence; and 
in fifteen days HERMOCRATES was obliged 
to leave the City with his Wife EUurHROSINE, 
who was ready to lie in, accompanied by 
ſome of his Friends, among whom were 
DIocLEs and I, ſaid TELEPHUS. I have al- 
ways heard indeed, ſaid I to MELINTHUsS, 
that DIOCLEs and TELEPHUS were of a con- 
trary Party from my Uncle. That agrees 
with what I am ſaying, Madam, reply'd he. 


But to proceed: TELEPHUs ſaid, HER Mo- 


CRATES left his Country, which he dearly 


loved, with Tears in his Eyes; and taking 


with him his ready Money, and Goods that 
he ſhould want, left his great Poſſeſſions in 
Sicily to the Care of DiocLes, who, after 
one day's Journey, took his leave; but TE- 
LEPHUS:would accompany him to Lilebeum, 
and that very Night EUPHROSINE was de- 
"OI ee Langdon livered 
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livered of a Om, mark d with a Heart upon 
his Breaſt. 


HE-R MO CRA TE 5 ien 
wrote DiocLEs word, and particularly men- 
tioned his having this Mark; and not being 
willing to expoſe the Child to the danger of 
the Sea, deſired me to carry him back to 


S yracuſe, and bring him up as my own, till 


the time of his Baniſhment was expired, and 
was'mightily pleaſed to have him educated 
in Sicily. Gods! ſaid I, interrupting ME- 
LINTHUS again, what a Change is here 
likely to be! Madam, ſaid he, you are in 
the right; and then reſumed his Diſcourſe. 
TELE Hus ſtayed ſome time at Lilebeum till 
EurhfROSINE was able to undertake the 
Voyage; and when they had ſet ſail for 
Carthage, to which place they never arrived, 
he returned to Syracuſe with this Child; 
where his Wife HyyERIA being brought to 
bed of a dead Child, he perſuaded her this 
was hers, and named him MELINTHvUs. 
Gods! cried I, MELINTHUs ! is it poſlible? 
Madam, ſaid he, I don't wonder at your 
ſurprize, for mine was much greater, when 
 TELEPHUS named this Name, and added, My 


Wife has been as tender of you as her own, 


and you know I have ſparcd nothing to give 
you an Education ſuitable to your Birth. 
And what is become of HERMocRATEs? 
ſaid MELINTHUS to him. We have oe 
hear 


| 
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heard from him ſince he ſet ſail for Carthage, 
replied TELEPHUS, where, as I ſaid before, 


he never arrived. And now DIOCLEs think- 
ing him dead, and not knowing who you 
are, has uſurped all your Poſſeſſions. I have 
often told him he had no right to them; 
and now lately that by meansof your Riches, 
he thinks to marry his Son to DICEARCUs's 


Neice, I went and forewarned him not to 
diſpoſe of any thing to the prejudice of 


HERMOCRATES or his Son, who, I ſhould 
make him to know, was ſtill living. But 


he made a jeſt of what I ſaid, and asked | 


me if I did not expect half to be ſecret : 
but that indeed he ſhould keep it to himſelf, 
for if 1 would make any diſcovery, I ſhould 


not be believed. I came out of his Houſe, 


{aid TELEPHUs, calling him baſe and unjuſt ; 
aſſuring him the Truth would be known. 
And finding he was likely to ſucceed with 
this Match, I went to him this very day, 
and deſired him not to take me for a Lyar, 
for that he would ſurely repent it, if he 
blemiſhed his Character with ſo monſtrous 
a piece of Infidelity, and Breach of Truſt to 


his Friend. But he ftill made a mock at 
What I ſaid, and that in ſo proud and inſo- 


lent a manner, that I reſolved no longer to 
conceal this important Secret from you, and. 
which too nearly concerns you; that we may 
conſult together what method to take to 

oppoſe 


3 
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oppoſe his wicked deſign of —_—_ you 
out of your — 


I was fo act faid Minne, at 
hearing any thing ſo unexpected, that I was 
incapable of adviſing any thing for the pre- 


ſent; but ſaid, If it be ſo, I ſhall not want 


Courage to call him to account; but de- 
fired ſome time to conſider of it, fecing 
we muſt proceed with as much Prudence, 
as Reſolution. He approved of what I ſaid; 
1 told him I ſhould ſtill call him Father, 
and reſpect him as ſuch for the great Ob- 
ligations I had to him; and he aſſured me 
he ſhould be the ſame to me, he had al- 
ways been; and proteſted if I could not re- 
cover my Right, I ſhould ſhare half his For- 
tune with his Daughter, as I had always ex- 
pected: However, he hoped the Gods would 
do me juſtice. You ſce, Madam, how much 
I was obliged to acquaint you with what 
I had heard; and I think T cannot have 
offended you, but in ſpeaking of DIcEAR- 
cus in TELEPHUS's own terms, you ſee how 
J have put my Life in your power; for 
ſhould DIcEARcUs know I am the Son of 
him he ſo much hated, tis highly proba- 
ble he would endeavour to ruin me; but 
you ſhall diſpoſe of my Life and Fortune as 
you think fit: Beſides, when I have declared 
who I am, I make DickARcus, and all 

thoſe of his Party, my Enemies. But I fear 
a not 


— 
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not all theſe Difficulties, ſo you do but ap- 
approve of my declaring my ſelf to be the 
Sor. of HERMocRATES of the Illuſtrious 
Race of PYRRHUS and ACHILLES, for whom 
we have ſo often heard the People lament. 
Nevertheleſs, Madam, before I give an An- 
ſwer to TELEPHUS; I beg and conjure you 
to let me know your deſigns, for if AMin- 
TAS is the happy Perſon youlike, and would 
chuſe, never any but you ſhall know who 
lam; the Poſſeſſion, I will quietly let him 
enjoy, is the leaſt loſs I ſhall ſuſtain by his 
good fortune. I beg therefore, Madam, 
that you will direct me what to do, and 
let me know your reſolution concerning 
this Marriage. I promiſe to obey you, tho 
you ſhould forbid me to live. 


Jown, ErIchARISs, my Joy and Admi- 
ration was ſo great to find he was of a 
much nobler Extraction than I thought, to 
ſee ſuch an Inſtance of Generoſity, Love, 
and Reſpect, that it was ſome time before 
I made any Anſwer ; at laſt I ſaid, Aſſure 
your ſelf, MELINTHvUs, I will never marry 
the Uſurper of your Fortune: And may 
you as ſurely live as DICEARCUs ſhall never 
be your Enemy from any thing that I ſhall 
ſay; Iam too much obliged to you for the 
good Opinion you have of me, and the con- 
tidence you put in me, ever to hurt you. 
But I am concerned with you, in what man- 

ner 
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ner you ſhall manage it among ſo many 
Enemies. Madam, fays he, that is the leaſt 
of my Care, ſince you have not only been 
pleaſed to give me a favourable hearing, 
but to intereſt your ſelf in my Cauſe. And 
Ihope, Madam, one day you will hear the 
Tru h of what I have been ſaying verified. 
MxlLINTHus, ſaid I, the Knowledge of your 
Illuſtrious Birth, adds very little to the 
eſteem I have always had for you; but you 
place ſuch a Confidence in me, that you 
oblige me henceforward, to intereſt my 
ſelf in whatever concerns you, as much as 
your ſelf, and to ſerve you to the utmoſt 
of my power: and I deſire you will never 
go one ſtep in this Affair, without my 
knowledge, ſo much will I eſpouſe your 
Cauſe and be your Friend. He was ſo 
tranſported with this Proof of my Love 
and Friendſhip, that in returning me thanks, 
he kiſſed my Hand. This was the firſt and 
only time I ever ſaid ſo much to him; we 
conſulted, and were of opinion, 'twas bet- 
ter to let things remain as they were for 
ſome time: And J aſſured him, I would never 
marry AMINTAS, and he delign'd to deſire 


TELEPHUS not to ſpeak of it till he hac 


ſtrengthned himſelf with Friends; and a 
bove all, that he ſhould endeavour to, gail 
the good-will of the People, (for which h. 
has lately had a favourable Opportunity 
having ä of the Emperor, an Ex 


emptio! 
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emption from the Tributes) and that when 


every thing was thus prepared, he might ac- 


cuſe DIOCLES, and convict him at the ſame 
time, with the Proofs that TELEHVUs could 


bring againſt him; and oblige him to make 


out what right he has to thoſe Poſſeſſions, 
which it would be impoſſible for him to 


do. He proteſted he would follow my Ad- 


vice, and thank'd me in ſo handſome a 
manner for the care I had of his Fortune, 
that twas impoſſible for me to be regard- 
leſs of ſo great Merit, ſo much injured. 
From that time, without ever ſpeaking of 
Love, we were aſſured none loved more 
perfectly or ſincerely than we: We reſolved 
to ſay nothing to PALAME DES, knowing 
his haſty Temper, and the great Love he 


had for MELINTHUs, would ſo exaſperate 


him againſt all that were his Enemies, that 
he would not have patience to conſult ei- 
ther time or ſeaſon. MELINTHVs prevail- 
ed with TELEPHUS to defer making any 
Diſcovery, and told him that PALaMEDES 
could prevent his Siſter's Marriage; and 1 
deſired a Friend of mine to tell AMINTAsS, 
that I was reſolved not to marry theſe two 
or three years, and charged him not to 
make any Propoſals during that time. He 
promiſed to obey me. Soon after, the 
Hracuſians being obliged to ſend an En- 
baſſy to Rome, PALAMEDES deſigned to ſee 
that great City, and I adviſed MELINTHUS 
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to go with him, aſſuring him that I would 
certainly let him know privately if any 
thing happen d to his diſadvantage du- 
ring his abſence; and that perhaps ſome 
opportunity might offer of ſerving his Coun- 
try, and gain the Friendſhip as well as Ac- 
quuaintance of the Ambaſſadors; in all which 
thou knoweſt how well he has ſucceeded, 
and what honour he would have been loaded 
with at his return into dicily, had not For- 
tune now ſo cruelly prevented it. 


JUDGE now, Eeicaaris, what a Con. 
fidence ] put in thee, MELINTHUs's happineſs 
and mine being now in thy power; but may 
the Gods grant he may never ſuffer more 
than I apprehend from thy indiſcretion. 
| EpIcHAR1s, who had been very attentive, 
ſaid, Never in my whole Life, Madam, did 
I hear any thing that pleaſed me like this; 
as well in regard to the Subject, as for the 
Confidence you put in me. And I hope, 
Madam, none of the Evils you fear are de- 
creed by the Gods, to be the Lot of ſo much 
Virtue and Merit. The honour you have 
done me, obliges me to undertake any thing 
to ſerve you and MELINTHUS. Alas! Epi- 
 CHARIS, ſaid ARIANA, I can never hope 
to ſee him where thou canſt be of any ſervice 
to us. Then riſing from her Seat, Madam, 
ſays ſhe, I delire from this moment 1 may 
| Thaw the great Love and Reſpect I ay 
Or 
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for you. What canſt thou do? ſaid Ax IAN A. 
He has given you ARrcas, whom he has 
charged not to leave you; give him me in 
exchange, and leave me behind to aſſiſt 
them and ſee what becomes of them, and 


ſend you word. In what canſt thou aſſiſt 
them? ſaid ARIAN A. Madam, anſwer'd 


ſhe, the Accident of my Hair's being burnt, 
favours my preſent Deſign ; for I will dif- 


guiſe my ſelf in Man's Apparel. Epicaa- 


RIS, ſaid ARIANA, thou art too venture- 
ſome, Iam afraid thou canſt do no good ; 
and in the mean time I ſhall be deprived of 
the Comfort of thy Company. Madam, 
ſays ſhe, I am reſolved to ſtay whether 
you will or no; but I had rather have your 
Conſent and Approbation. ARIANA at laſt 
agreed to it, and the day not being ſpent, 


they ſlepr a little to refreſh themſelves. 


' The End of the Fourth Book. 
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BOOK V. 


wx a ISTIDES awaking, and 
V EL knowing nothing of EPIcHA. 
a r1s's deſign, began to conſi. 
Vier what he had beſt do. Firſt 
he thought of returning to 
' Rome, and if his Son was in 
the hands of Juſtice, to defend his Cauſe, 
and move the Emperor and the Judges to 
compaſſion: then again he was afraid to 
take his Daughter back again to Rome; nei- 
ther did he care to truſt her alone in the 
Voyage to Sicily. At laſt he was obliged to 
follow Arcas's Advice, and quit 17a/y,where 
they were ſtill purſued : however, he was 
reſolved to leave ſomebody behind to aſſiſt 
his Son and MELINTHUs. He could think 
of none ſo fit for this purpoſe as ARCAs; 
but he aſſured him, that tho it was the thing 
in the world he would chuſe to do, yet he 
durſt not, for MELINTHUs had obliged him 
by Oath not to leave them till they were 
ſafely arrived in Sicily. ARISTIDES then 
choſe HERMES, a wiſe and faithful — 

an 
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and giving him what Inſtructions he thought 
neceſſary, he put into his hands what Money 
and Rings of value he had with him. 


ARIANA did alſo leave EpIcHARIS ſome 
| Jewels. 
ARCAS out of the Wood to the Haven, 


Night being come, they followed 


where it was reported, that two S:cilians 
were taken priſoners for ſetting the City of 
Rome on fire. Tho' they were under no 
ſmall apprehenſion for the danger they were 
in, yet it was ſome ſatisfaction to them 
to hear they were alive; but hoping they 
would be ſaved by their Innocency, and 
ſceing that if they ſtayed, it was not in their 
power to aſſiſt them, they embarked, and 
fet fail for Sicily, and landed ſafely at H- 


 racuſe. 


WHEN the Syracuſians ſaw them ar- 
rive without PALAMEDES and MELINTHUSs, 
and heard their Misfortune, there was a 


general lamentation; and they reſolved to 


ſend an Embaſſy to NERO and the Senate, 
to repreſent their Innocence, and obtain 
their pardon; and by this means ſhow their 
gratitude to MELINTHUs, for having freed 


them from Taxes. 


DICEARCUS would be Chief of 
this Embaſly ; and they were as expeditious 
as poſlible, for fear of coming too late to 
their aſſiſtance: but when they were arrived 

L 3 1 at 


T 3 7 
- 


150 The ADVENTURES. 
at Reggio, in order to proceed to Rome, 
they met HERMES, who told them the 
fatal News that PALAMEDES and MELIN- 
THUS having been examined, and tho in- 
nocent, and acquitted by the Senate, were 
nevertheleſs to die, by the expreſs and po- 
ſitive Command of NERO: That to pre- 
vent a ſhameful Death, they had 'thrown 
themſelves from the top of the Tower in- 
to the Tiber; he aſſured them twas too 
true: whereupon they returned back ta 
Syracuſe, where this news cauſed a general 
Grief. ARISTIDES blamed himſelf for hav- 
ing abandon'd his Son; and ſo great was 
his Affliction, that it haſtned him to his 
Grave. DiIcEarcus was alſo ſenſibly af- 
flicted, having loſt the Heir of his great 
Poſſeſſions. TELEPHUs was no leſs afflicted 
for MELINTHUS, than if he had been really 
his Son. But nothing could equal ARIANA's 
Affliction, who under pretence of weeping 
for her Brother, ſhed floods of Tears for 
 MeLINTHUs. Alas! ſaid ſhe, now I am 
aſſured of the Evil 1 ſo much dreaded ! Exc- 
crable Rome! in which my deareſt hopes 
are buried! muſt thy Injuſtice ill triumph, 
and cauſe the Virtuous and Innocent to 
_ periſh? Gods! How long will you ſuffcr 
this cruel. Tyranny? Why do you not 
throw them hcadlong into DeſtruQion ? 
Or why did you not let them periſh inthe 
Flames they had Prepared for us, and puniſh 
them 
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them with their own Wickedneſs? Alas! 
there remains enough of theſe miſerable 
Wretches, to ruin the ſincereſt Love and 
Friendſhip that ever was! Dear Brother, I 
ſhall never ſee thee again, and in not ſeeing 
thee, I ſhall never behold him that was 
dearer to me than the whole World ! Fatal 
Voyage, how unfortunate was I, to per- 
ſuade my Brother to go to ſee a City that ſub- 
ſits but to deſtroy every thing! Since they 

firſt entred it, what a train of Misfortutles 
and Miſery have we ſuffered? What blind 
fury led us there one after another, to ſeek 
miſery in its Spring? What could we elſe 
expect, where the moſt enormous Enemies 
triumph with ſo much Inſolence! Why, 

juſt Gods! did I not rather periſh in the 
Flames, than ſurvive the only Perſon that 
could make Life deſirable to me? 


THE Beautiful ARIANA could not con- 
ceal her Sorrow; but it was attributed to 
her Love for her Brother: ſhe had now no 
EPICHARIS to comfort her, and eaſe her 
mind to. However, ſhe would not deſpair 
till ſhe had heard this fatal News confirm- 
ed by her, and ſhe ſecretly asKed HERMES 


if he had not ſeen her: He told her he had 


not ſeen her ſince they entred the City to- 
gether ; and thar ſhe had ſent him to make 
what Intereſt he could, with his Maſter's 
Friends: then ſhe wastroubled for EPIcHARIS. 
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BEFORE AxRISTI DES and ARIANA 
went out of the Wood, EPICHARIS told 
HeRMEs her Deſign, being one ſhe could 
truſt, deſiring him to wait for her, fore- 
ſeeing ſhe ſhould want his aſſiſtance; and 
in the Morning, when they were almoſt 
out of the Wood, ſhe ſent him to Rome, 
to buy a Suit of Men's Clothes. 'T was 
Noon cer he returned, for they were four 
Miles from the City. She dreſsd herſelf 
in them, as well as ſhe could, and hid her 
own Clothes; then getting upon the Horſe, 
ſet forward for Rome. They were obliged 
to ſtop at the City-Gates, for the great 
Concourſe of People that came out wring: 
ing thcir Hands, and bewailing the loſs of 
their Friends and Fortunes: However, this 
diſorder fayour'd her Deſign, and giving 
HERMES her Horſe, ſhe adviſed him to go 
to Maximus, and the reſt of her Maſter's 
Friends, to ſee what could be done for their 
deliverance; and having found the Priſon 


they were in, ſhe placed herſelf near the 
Door. 


IN the Evening ſhe ſaw an old Man 
come out, follow'd by a young one, whom 
ſhe found by their Diſcourſe, were the Fa- 
ther and his Son ; ſhe follow'd them, and 
the Father not ſceing that his Son had ſtopt 
in the Street to R a \ Diſpute, talked on, 


Wan 
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thinking he was ſtill near him: Thou 
knoweſt, ſaid he, what a Charge we have 
with theſe Priſoners, we cannot be always 
with them, I want one to watch and lie 
in their Chamber. I ſhall ſee if the Perſon 
they told me of, that fits at the Gate of the 
Temple of IRIS, is fit for my purpoſe. 
EPICHARIS Was overjoy'd to hear his deſign, 
and it being dark, ſhe ſlipt away without 
being perceived, when his Son returned; 
and went directly to the Temple, where 
ſhe found the young Man fitting : ſhe asked 
him if he would (ell himſelf; he told her he 
was there for that Purpoſe : and being afraid 


the Jaylor ſhould come, ſhe made a quick 


Bargain, giving him much more than he 
asked, and ſent him to the Temple of Mi- 
NERVA, telling him ſhe would come to him, 
and carry him to his Maſter. He went a- 
way very well pleas d, and preſently after 
came the Jaylor with his Son, who finding 
EPpICHARIS fitting there, asked her if ſhe 
would ſell herſelf; ſhe anſwer d, ſhe waited 
there for no other deſign. They told her 
their Price ; and tho' they offer'd very little, 
ſhe agreed to take it, provided ſhe might 
ranſom herſelf for the ſame Sum, which 
they thought very reaſonable; and the 
2 offering her the Money, ſhe deſired 
him to keep it, for ſhe knew not what to 
do with it. The good Man was very well 
pleas d, and brought her home with him = 


/ 
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the Priſon, inſtructing her as they went, 
what ſhe muſt do. She promis'd to ſerve 
him faithfully, and told him her apron was 
EURYLAS. 


WIEN they e came to the Priſon, they 
were juſt carrying up Supper to PALAMEDES | 
and MELINTHUS, and they gave her one 
of the Diſhes to ſer upon the Table ; and 
being near PALAMEDES, ſhe trod upon his 
Foot, that he might not be ſurprized to ſee 
her: then going towards MELINTHUs, ſhe 
did the the ſame; but they did not know 
her. Bed-time being come, they were 
lock d faſt in, and ſhe with them, witha Light; 
then looking at them, and laughing, ſhe 
ſaid ſoftly, Ungrateful Wretches, is it thus 
you will not know thoſe that run ſuch 
hazards for your ſakes? Alas, ſays PALA- 
MEDES, 'tis EPICHARIS; MELINTHUS then 
knew her. Dear EPpicHaR1s, ſaid PALA- 
MEDES, going to embrace her, was it ever 
in my power to oblige you to run ſuch 
hazards for me? But ſhe deſired him not 
to take a Reward inſtead of giving one for 
ſerving them as ſhe did. MELINTHUsS thought 
they had better put out the Candle, for 
fear they ſhould be ſeen talking together in 
{ſo friendly a manner; then he enquired 
how ARISTIDES and ARIANAdid, and 


Whether they had ſavd themſelves. She 


told him ſhe believed they had, and then 
| 75, - - AG» 
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acquainted them with her reſolution to diſ- 
guiſe herſelf in this manner, to ſerve them 
in exchange for ARC AS, who would not 
leave her 4 Miſtreſs; and that HERMES 
was left by ARISTIDEs, to aſſiſt them, but 
that ſhe had loſt him, having adviſed him 
to go to MAaxIMus, and the reſt of their 
Friends. Then ſhe told them how ſhe had 
deccived the Jaylor, to get into the Priſon. 
They admired her Contrivance and Courage, 
reſolving to make the beſt uſe they could 
of this good fortune, and not to talk in 
the day-time, but defer their Conference 
till night, for fear of being diſcover' d. She 
told them ſhe wonder d they were not ſlain, 
when ſet upon by ſo many Soldiers. ME- 
LINTHUS anſwer'd, he thought they were 
afraid of them, ſeeing them deſperate ; but 
that at laſt they were obliged to ſurrender, 
not being able to fight any longer, their 
Strength and Spirits being quite ſpent: 
Since which time, continued he, we have 
met with very {currilous treatment, till they 
brought us to this Priſon, where we are to 
remain till the Fire is quite extinguiſhed, 
that the Senate can meet to examine the 
Crimes, of which we are accuſed. We 
muſt, ſays ſhe, endeavour to get out of this 
Place, before they can execute their deſign, 
and I will not be long before I find ſome 
means or other. But, ſays PALAMEDES, ta- 
-$ing EPICHARIS by the Hand, ſhould I —_ 
mat 
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that a Misfortune which has brought her, 
I have ſo often ſigh d for, into my very Bed- 
Chamber? PALAMEDEs, ſays ſhe, an honeſt 
deſire of ſerving you, and my dear Miſtreſs, 
has brought me here, and made me put 
my {elf in your power; but if you fo ill 
repay my Service, and take any Liberties, 
I ſhall find a way to puniſh you and my ſelf 
too, for having obliged ſo indiſcreet and un- 
grateful a Perſon. She ſpoke theſe laſt words, 
in a very angry tone; but MELINTHUS faid, 
No, no EPICHARIS, I will be Surety for him; 
aſſure your ſelf, PALAME DES has not for- 
got the reſpect that is due to your Sex, e- 
ſpecially to one of your Virtue. She knows, 
ſays PALAMEDEs, I am no ſtranger to her 
Humour, and that I do reſpeC her; I have 
found by experience, how I muſt behave 
my ſelf to her, having learnt more diſcre- 
tion of her than I thought I was capable 
of: however, ſhe knows I muſt always jeſt 
and be merry. The preſent Occaſion, ſays 
ſhe, affords but little matter of raillery ; con- 
tent your ſelf, that I love you as my Maſter, 
and MELINTHUS as my Brother. MELIN- 
THUS admired her Virtue, and thanked her 
for her good-will to him. MELIiNTHUs, 
ſays ſhe, you deſerve more than I can do 
for you; but give me leave to do what I 
can, and at preſent let me go to ſleep, for 
in my life, I had never ſo much need of 
reſt, MELINTHUS deſired her to accept of 

their 
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their Bed to herſelf, becauſe 'twas much 
eaſier and better than her own; but by all that 
he could ſay, ſhe would not be perſuaded 
to it, but went into a little Bed, that was 
deſigned for her, after having deſired them 


to remember that her Name was EURYLAS, 
and not EPICHARIS. 


THE next Morning ſhe roſe before they 
were awake, and went to inform herſelf of 
all the diſmal Receſſes of this dark Tower; 
and hearing that ſome Romans of Quality 
deſired to ſpeak with the Priſoners, ſhe 
went and asked the Jaylor, if they might 
be admitted; he ſaid no, by no means, for 
he was ſtrictly charged tothe contrary. She 
told them twas impoſſible to ſpeak to the 
Priſoners ; but that they had better uſe their 
latereſt with the Senators, and repreſent 
their Innocence, and what had been the 
Actions of their paſt Lives. They promiſed 
her they would, and then returned home, 
after ſhe had taken care to ask their Name, 
and Place of abode, that ſhe might come to 
them, if there was occaſion. 


MELINT HUS, whowak'd long be- 
fore PALAMEDEsS, began to reflect on his 
good fortune; and was not diſpleaſed with 
this unhappy Accident of their Confine- 
ment, which had given occaſion of receiv- 
ing ſo dear aPledge of AxIANAs Affection, 
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as the faithful EPICHARIS to aſſiſt them; 
and he began to hope they might find ſome 
means of eſcaping with her aſſiſtance: and 
tho there was room to ſuppoſe ARIANA 
had ſent her for the ſake of her Brother, 
yet he thought ſuch ai? Inſtance of Gene- 
roſity was more likely to proceed from 
Love than Friendſhip. Then muſing a 


while upon this thought, he ſaid to him- 


ſelf, Is it not preſumption to believe ſhe 
loves me? For if I believe her perfect, 
and her Judgment excellent, with what 
vanity can I imagine ſhe eſteems me de- 
ſerving of her? However, ſince her Senfe 
and Judgment are perfect, ſhe may diſcern 
how great, how reſpectful a Love I have 
for her, and let that counterballance for 
the greatneſs of her Merit; and for that 
reaſon only make choice of me in her mind. 
Agreeable but ambitious Thoughts, whi- 
ther will you lead me? However, let us 
indulge this Belief, and refuſe not at leaſt 
the Satisfaction that Hope affords. 4 


THESE pleaſing Thoughts. were inter- 
rupted by PALAMEDEsS's waking in a fright 
out of his ſleep, and ſaying, Dear Ep1cyaris, 
I beg you will pardon me. MELINTHOUS 
asked him, what he had been dreaming? 
Why, ſays he, that EpIchARIS came into 
the Room while I was making Proteſtations 
of Love to CAMILLA: then looking about 
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him, and ſeeing ſhe was gone out of 'the 
Room, I muſt own, continued he, the Love 
1 have for her always reſumes its place in 
my Soul, whatever other Objects I meet 
with; for I loved her before I went to A. 
thens, and you know how many Miſtreſſes 
J had there: At my return to Syracuſe, I 
loved her better than ever I had done. Co- 
ming to Rome, I loved CAMILLA ; and after 
it had coſt us ſo dear, eſpecially you, you 
| ſee how cold and indifferent IJ have been; 
and now I am ſure I may ſay, I eſteem her 
more than ever, for this generoſity in ven- 
turing her own Life to ſave ours, and for her 
_ agreeable Wit and Humour. For my part, 
ſaid MELINTHus, I cannot think ſhe is 
meanly born ; ſhe has too many excellent 
Qualities to be the Offspring of mean and 
ignoble Parents : I proteſt I can never blame 
your Love for ſo deſerving an Object, nei- 
ther can I think it any diſparagement or leſ- 
ſening to your Family to marry her; and I 
think you ought never to propoſe or aim 
at having her upon other terms. I ſhall 
always approve of your Love and Eſteem 
for her, and agree with you, that I have 
ſeen but few Women more amiable and 
' agreeable. Iown, ſaid PALAMEDES, I have 
always thought ſo, and hope I ſhall ſome time 
or other find out ſhe is a Perſon that I may 
marry without leſſening my Family. Iwon- 


der, ſaid MELWTHus, that DICEARCUS did 
not 
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not ask the Pyrates where they had taken 


her. Never, ſaid he, would my Uncle 
tell us what he knew ; however, he has al- 


ways brought her up rather as his Child than 


a Slave, and as if he knew ſhe was well 


born, and of free Parents. One day in par- 
ticular I remember, when ſomebody was 
talking of marrying her to AsYLAs, who 
was a young Slave born in his Houſe, he 
could not forbear ſaying, The Gods would 
never forgiveme, ſhould I marry her to one 
ſo much beneath her. This very much in- 
creaſed the Love I had for her; but I will 
tell you the whole Story of my Courtſhip. 
You cannot imagine, ſaid MELINTHUus, how 


much I intereſt myſelf in what concerns her, 


and what a pleaſure it will be to me to hear 
part of her Life. 


The Story of PALAMEDES and 
| *EPICHARIS. | 


I KNOW not, ſaid PaLameDes, whe-. 


ther to eſteem myſelf happy or unhappy 


in loving her, ſince I cannot well marry her, 


on the account of the meanneſs of her 
Condition; and I know I cannot have her 


upon eaſier terms, becauſe of her ſtrict Vir- 
tue and Modeſty. I muſt tell you then, that 


EPICHARIS had an extraordinary Education, 
and that ActiDaLIa, my Uncle DickARcuss 


Wife, had a particular care of her; and 
| | "Js | 


of MELINTHUS. 161 
being, as you ſee, very handſome, and of an 
agreeable cheerful Temper; AsyLAS, who was 
a ſimple, half-witted Fellow, took it into his 
head to be in love with her, being the Son 

of CRoMͤIs and MENaL1PPUs, two Slaves, 
who had the whole management of Dick- 
ARCUS's Houſe; and ſeeing EPICHARIS was 
a very great fayourite of their Maſter's, he 
thought he could do no better than to marry 
her: and firſt he reſolved to leave nothing 
unattempted to gain her Good-will and Af 
fetion 3 but ſhe, who has naturally a great 
Soul, could not ſuffer him to mention Loye 
to her, but always treated him with con- 
tempt. | 


1 happen'd one day to be in an Arbour, . 
that was covered thick with Leaves, in Di- 
CEARCUS's Garden, almoſt aſleep, when E- 
PICHAR1S came to gather ſome Flowers; 
ASYLAS followed her, and in a ſimple, but 
reſpectful manner, offer d to gather them 
for her. She thank d him, and ſaid; it 
was a pleaſure to her to gather them herſelf. 
That is only becauſe you refuſe my Service, 
ſaid he. Have you any to give? replied ſhe. 
Yes, ſaid he; and I make you a Preſent of it. 
You give, ſaid ſhe, what is not at your dif 
poſal, and I will not accept of it, left I 
ſhould be accuſed for Robbery. Why ſo? 
ſaid he. Becauſe, anſwer'd ſhe; your Ser- 
vice belongs to the Maſter we both ſerve. 
: YoL.L N He 
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He was at a loſs what to reply; but after 


pauſing a while, heſaid, Tho'I am his Slave, 
I have nevertheleſs a Heart to make you a 
Preſent of. She was going out of the Gar- 
den, when I came out of the Arbor, and 
deſired her not to be in ſuch a hurry. She 
bluſh'd to think I had overheard her diſ- 
courſe with AsYLAs, who out of reſpect, 


kept at a diſtance. Pretty EPICHARIS, faid 
I, I think you are to be commended for 
treating Perſons ſo undeſerving of you in 


this manner. Becauſe we ſerve one Maſter, 


ſaid ſhe, he imagines we are upon an equality; 


but there is this difference, that Nature has 


made him a Slave, but Fortune reduced me 


to this Condition. Nature can never change, 
but Fortune may reſtore me that Liberty ſhe 
has deprived me of. If Liberty, ſaid I, will 
make you happy, I offer you mine. And 
what will you be your ſelf then? ſaid ſhe. 
Your Slave, replied I. And what can cauſe 
ſo great a Change? anſwered ſhe.. The 
Love Ihave for you, ſaid I? I like mighty 
well of this exchange, ſaid ſhe, jeſting, 
provided you tell me what I muſt do. Love 
me, faid I. How! reply'd ſhe, do not you 
ſay that Love deprives People of their Li- 
berty; I find I ſhould only change one 
ſlavery for another, and I had better remain 
as Iam. No, ſaid I, we will go ſhares, 
and have one and the ſame Liberty, and 
one and the ſame Slavery belong to us both. 
* 9 —·˖⁊17*⁊ 
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It will puzzle us, ſaid ſhe, to find out who 
is Maſter. Pray, ſays I, EPIcHARIS, let us 
talk ſincerely; I really love you, and beg 
you will have ſome regard and love for me. 
I will, ſaid ſhe, ſpeak ſerious, I honour and 
reſpect you ; and that is as much as you can 
expect from me. I am going to AcIDALIA, 
if you have any thing more to ſay, you may 
tell it me there. | 


I reſolved to continue to love her, and 
hoped in time importunity and opportunity 
would be my Friend. One time in parti- 
cular, being at my Uncle's Country-Houſe, 
I went into her Chamber when ſhe was a- 
ſleep. IownlT thought I had never ſeen a 
more beautiful Perſon. Then kiſſing her 


Hand that lay upon the Pillow, ſhe waked. 


But how great was her ſurprize to find me at 
her Bed-ſide! Wondering at my Aflurance 
for coming into her Chamber when ſhe 
was aſleep ; ſhe deſired me to walk out. I 
begged of her to impute it to the violence 
of my Paſlion, and to have pity on me. 
PALAMEDES, ſaid ſhe, ceaſe your Perſuaſions, 
for it is in vain to hope to gain me by im- 
portunity, or upon any conſideration what- 
ever; the Attempt is crime enough, and I 
will never forgive you, if you do not let me 
be as quiet and eaſy as I was before you came 
here: and if you perſiſt in ſo wicked a de- 
ſign, all your endeavours will be fruitleſs ; 
PROT M 2 <. 
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and the difference and inequality of our 
Fortunes ſhall neither abate my Courage, nor 
ſave your Life, which you have forfeited by 
your Indiſcretion, that I am reſolved to pu- 
niſh. She ſpoke with ſo much Rage and 
Reſolution, that I did not dare to preſs her 
any more, but begged her to excuſe the Effects 
of a violent Paſſion : Since which time, I 
have more admired her Virtue, than her 

RR : | 


I proteſt to you, interrupted MELINTHUS, 
I am delighted to hear of ſuch an heroick 
Virtue. But pray obſerve how Vice ſerves to 
adorn Virtue; for doubtleſs had you not 
made this wicked Attempt, you would never 
have believed how ſtrictly virtuous ſhe was. 
I can aſſure you, ſaid PALAMEDEs, from that 
time I have reſpected her as much as any 
Lady of Quality; and the longer Ihave been 
acquainted with her, and the more I have 
converſed with her, I have remarked in her 
a Generoſity and Greatneſs of Soul, and 
many exccllent Qualities, which plainly 
beſpeak her born of no mean Parents. 


BEFORE I went to Athens, I found 
that EPICHAR1s, ſeeing my former Freedom 
changed into a great Eſteem and virtuous 
Love, had abated of her Reſervedneſs, to 
favour me with a civil Friendſhip; and when- 
ever an opportunity offered, ſhe was always 
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ready to oblige me; but in ſo modeſt and 
reſerved a manner, that I had no encou- 
ragement to alter my preſent Behaviour, but 
as it were a ſort of Gratitude for the Love I 
had for her. At my return from Athens, I 
was wonderfully pleaſed to hear my Uncle 
deſigned her for my Siſter ; and the day ſhe 
left his Houſe, I went to make her a Vilit. 
Going in, I perceived AsYLAas very buſy in 
calculating ſomething, upon which he was 
ſo very intent, that he did not ſee me; he 
had a little Book in his Hand, and reckon'd 
firſt with his Fingers, then with Coun- 
ters: but I found he could make nothing of 
it. I took pity of him, and asked him, 
what he was reckoning ? He was daſt'd that 
I ſhould catch him ſo employ'd ; bur ſeeing 
Ioffered in ſo kind a manner to aſſiſt him, 
he pray d me to caſt it up for him: *Twas 
a number of Years, wherein there were 
many Days to be added, and others to be de- 
ducted; but I wanted to know what this 
meant. He owned to me, that having left 
nothing undone to gain EPICHARIS's favour 
and good-will, all he could obtain, was 
her Affection after ſix Years ſervice; and it 
was in the agreement, that according as he 
| behaved himſelf, ſhe was to add or diminiſh 
the Days as ſhe thought fit, -whether he wil- 
fully offended, or through miſtake and ig- 
norance; and that now ſhe was going from 
the Houle, he wanted to know how mach 
e 1 
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longer he had to ſerve. I could not help 

ſmiling at his Simplicity, and this odd and 
leaſant Stratagem of EPICHARIS. Being 


informed what it meant, I began to examine 


his Book, and ſaw written in ſeveral places, 
for a Service done, four days to diminiſh; but 
immediately following, for making an auk- 
ward Bow, ten days to be added; for talk- 
ing indiſcreetly, fifteen days to be added: 
and all the additions were written with 
EPICHARIsS's Hand. I kept my Countenance 
as well as I could, and after reckoning of 
it up, found he had ſtill eight Years to ſcrve, 

and that it was two Years ſince this Agree- 
ment was made. When I told him how 
his Accounts ſtood, he wept bitterly. I ſaid 
what I could to comfort him, promiſing to 
ſpeak to EPIcHARIs in his behalf, and deſire 
her to diminiſh the days to oblige me. He 
ſtill continued to weep, ſaying, he ſhould 
never more have an Opportunity to ſerve and 
oblige her; Nor ſo many to diſoblige her, 
{aid I to him. =. 


I went, and told this Adventure to Epi- 
CHARIS, and what Affliction ASYLAs was in; 
we laughed very heartily, and ſhe told me, 
ſhe contrived this ridiculous Scheme to be rid 
of his importunity, and divert herſelf, when- 
ever ſhe was ſo diſpoſed. And pray, ſaid I, 
how many Years ſervice do you appoint me? 
Many more, ſaid ſhe, for perhaps you would 

| | often 
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often find means to oblige me, and I ſhould 
be afraid you would never diſpleaſe me. If 


ſo, ſaid I, you ſhould with the time ended to 
have him that would not diſpleaſe you. No, 
PaALAME DES, ſaid ſhe, you muſt have one 
' ſuitable to your Condition and Quality to 


make you happy. But I proteſt if ever I 
marry, it ſhall not be one that is my Equal; 
and if Fortune is not pleaſcd to place me in 
a higher Station, you may be aſſured I will 
never marry. Iam now arrived at the height 
of my Wiſhes and Ambition, which is to 


live with the good and amiable ARIANA your 


Siſter; with her I hope to end my days with 
happineſs and tranquillity. I proteſt I now 
nothing that prevented my procuring her 
Liberty, and marrying of her, but knowing 


ſhe herſelf would never have conſented, for 
fear of diſobliging ARIANA, DICEARCUS, 
and ARISTIDES: ſo that it only ſerved to in- 


creaſe my Love, by being ſenſible of her 
Virtue and Diſcretion.” 


I found her being in the ſame Houſe with 
me, made her again think fit to be reſerved: 
but I could but praiſe her Conduct. My 
Siſter was very well pleaſed at my Love; 
for knowing her to be virtuous and diſcreet, 


| ſhe judged it would be a check to my Fol- 


lies, if I took delight in obeying her. One 
day in particular, when I was aſſuring her 
of the ſincerity of my Love, Will you, ſaid 

M 4 | ſhe, 
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ſhe, give me one Proof of it. I was fur- 
prized, but very well pleaſed at the fame 
time, there was any thing ſhe would ask of 
me. Find out, fays ſhe, if it be poſſible, 
of DIcEARCUs who I am: for I verily be- 
lieve that he knows. Not that Jam weary 
of my preſcnt Condition ; for to live with 
ARIANA, I would quit Freedom itſelf to be 
her Slave; but J rather do it by Choice than 
Neceſſity. I commended her deſign, and 
romiſed to do whatever I could to find it 
out; adding, I ſhould have as much reaſon 
to rejoice as her ſelf, that her Birth could be 
known, and we could be upon an cquality. 
For, ſaid I, I can never diſpoſe of myſelf, 
till I fee what Fortune deſigns to do with 
you. It ſignifies nothing, reply'd ſhe, to 
tell you, how much I think myſelf obliged 
to you for your Love; but if ever Fortune 
changes in my favour, you ſhall ſee lam not 
unmindful of your Kindneſs and Civility. 
I deſired her to believe, I would always be 
the ſame; and offered, if my Uncle gave 
me the leaſt hint, to go to the utmoſt part 
of the Earth to know the truth. But I found 
there was nothing to be done with DICEAR- 
cus, for] could get no more out of him, 
than that he bought her of the Pyrates upon 
the Sea- Coaſt near Camarine. But this was 
faying nothing; and I was very ſorry not to 
have a more ſatisfactory anſwer to oblige 
 EPIGHARES, Soon after we were to {ct out 
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for Rome; and as I was taking my leave, 
Take care, ſaid ſhe, no Misfortune at Sea 
leyels you to my Condition, and by bringing 
us to an Equality, ſeparate us for ever. I 
would willingly, ſaid I, purchaſe your Li- 
berty at the expence of four Years ſervitude. 
There is nothing would pleaſe me better 
than to happen to ſerve your Parents, and 
reward the Service you, have done mine. 
Gods! how happy ſhould I eſteem myſelf, 
if I could but find them out, and tell them 
where you are; and by a happy exchange, 
gain both our Freedoms. I ſhould not re- 


pine at enduring Fetters, nor the moſt cruel 


Tortures that could be inflicted upon Slaves, 
to acquire in the end ſo great a Bleſſing. 
What could any one ſay more? ſaid ME- 
LINTHUs. And yet no ſooner was you ar- 


rived at Rome, but you forgot all theſe Pro- 


teſtations to love CAMILLA. Pray, faid 


PALAMEDES, don't reproach me with that : 
for the Love I have for EPICHARIS proceeds 


from a fixed and well-grounded Eſteem, 
which will remain with me as long as Life 
itſelf ; the others are only little Gallantries 
to paſs away the time, which always ſcems 
long in her abſence. 


EPICHARIS came into the Room 
anf interrupted this Diſcourſe, and finding 
them a-bed, asked them how they could 
be ſo lazy? PALAMEDES ſaid, they _ 
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be up time enough for the Journey they 
ſhould go that day. She told them, what 
ſhe had done with their Friends, and that 
MaxIMus, who with much ado had ſaved 


himſelf, tho he had been ſo great a Sufferer, 


and had enough to do to think of his own 
Affairs, had promiſed to leave nothing un- 
done to ſerve and aſſiſt them; that the Fire 
was not out yet, but that they muſt loſe no 
time, and lay hold of the firſt opportunity 
to eſcape; that ſhe would bring them a 


ſmall Cord, with which they might pull 


up a thick Rope, which ſhe would have 


ready, on the outſide of the Tower, of a 


prodigious length; for the Tower was of a 
great Height, but the difficulty was how to 
get to the top, being ſo ſtrictly guarded 
and lock d up. Three or four days paſs d, 
before they could find out a way to getto 
the top of the Tower. As the Fire con- 
tinued all this while, they were ſurprized 
one Morning, that Orders were ſent to 


bring them to the Senate-Houſe. EPI 


CHARIS Was like one diſtracted to have been 
ſo long without finding out ſome means for 
their eſcape, fearing they would be con- 
demn'd that very day: But MELINTHus 
and PALAMEDES, who were- leſs apprehen- 
five than ſhe, were conducted to the Senate- 
Houſe, where entring, with a modeſt At- 
ſurance, they were placed on very low Seats, 


and 
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and the Conſul having commanded the Ac- 


cuſers to ſpeak, MARTIAN, who was a 


Party concern d, accuſed them with great 


vehemence of ſetting the City on fire, 


and cauſing the greateſt Ruin and Deſola- 
tion, Rome had ever ſuffer d; and that be- 


ſides this horrible Wickedneſs, they had 
aſſaſſinated and ſlain MARCELLINus, and 
ſeveral others, for a Proof of which MAR 


CELLINUS 7 was found upon MxE- 
LINTHUS, When they were taken: and for 
theſe abominable and monſtrous Crimes, 
the Aecuſer ſaid they deſerved the moſt 
cruel Tortures, and moſt ſhameful Death, 
that could be inflicted. MELINTHVUS ſeeing 


none appear in their behalf, deſired leave 


to ſpeak in his own Defence, which was 
granted. 


MELINTHUS's Defence in the Senate-Houſe. 


" Gira were I to ſpeak be- 

fore leſs equitable Judges, I ſhould 
« have reaſon to fear our Innocence might 
« be oppreſsd. I conſider the Authority 
c and Power of our Accuſers, all Rome 
« exaſperated and ſtirred up againſt us; and 
« were we guilty of the Crimes laid to our 
charge, you yourſelves, Gentlemen, 
would have reafon to puniſh us. Againſt 
all theſe Powers how can two helpleſs 


2 Strangers pretend to defend themſelves? 


« How- 
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«© However, we do not deſpair, having in 
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Heaven the Gods, who are witneſs of all 
our Actions; and on Earth the Juſtice we 
hope to meet with from you. We have 
no other Defence to make but the Truth, 


which I ſhall endeavour to keep up to, as 


near as is poſſible, in relating the whole 
Story of our Misfortunes, as briefly as I 


4 canz all which may be very eaſily proved.” 


« BEING come to Rome, with no o- 


ther deſign, but to ſee its Greatneſs and 


Magnificence, and to gain the Friendſhip 
of Perſons of Diſtinction and Merit, by 
Actions truly juſt and laudable, we un- 
fortunately became acquainted with MAR- 
CELLINUS; who, after having profcſs'd a 
great Friendſhip for us, became our in- 
veterate and implacable Enemy, upon 
the account of a Woman; inſomuch, 
that he had determined to kill us: thoſe 
who knew him, may judge whether he 
were uncapable of ſuch an Action. One 
night in particular, we were aſſaulted by 
a Company of armed Men, and left for 
dead; and without the help of EMILIA 
and CAMILLA, who hearing the Noiſe 
before their Houſe, came out to our 
aſſiſtance, he had ſpared us the trouble 
of defending our Lives at preſent. Ca- 
MILLA, into whoſe Houſe we were car- 


* ried, and all her Servants can witneſs of 
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this Truth; and alſo that MaRcELLINUuUs. 


thinking we did not know'twas his Trea- 
chery, ſent an Ointment for PALAMEDEs, 


4c 


that was found to be Poiſon. However, 


we thought it moſt prudent and ſafe, to 


ädiſſemble our knowledge of it; and hav- 
ing ſo powerful an Enemy, to leave Rome _ 
as ſoon as poſſible. But AkISTIDESs, PA- 


LAMEDES's Father, hearing his Son's Life 
was deſpaired of, came here with his 
Daughter ARIANa, whom MARCELLINUS 
happening to ſee, he fell paſſionately in 
love with her, and deſigned to marry 
her; but PALaMEDEs deteſting him as his 
mortal Enemy, and ARIANA as the Mur- 
derer of her Brother, his deſpisd Love 
turned into a violent Hatred and Fury ; and 


knowing we ſhould ſoon embark for G- 


cily, he conſpired our Death in the moſt 
cruel and unheard-of manner, to be re- 


venged of us before our departure, beſct- 


ting Max1mvus's Houſe, where we lodged, 
with armed Men, and then ſetting fire 
all round, intending either to burn us alive, 


or kill us, while we thought of nothing 


but eſcaping from the Flames. MAxXIMUS 
and his Family can witneſs, they ſaw theſe 
furious Wretches ſet fire to the Houſe, 
and two of his Slaves were killed, as they 
were fetching Water from the Tiber. For 
my part, I reſolved to take horſe, and ruſh 


S through the Flames and Swords: PALA- 
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“ MEDES did the ſame, but went another 


ec 
cc 


way. MARCELLINUS being on foot, could 
not pretend to follow me, but he ſoon 


c mounted his Horſe, overtook, and attacked 
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ce me with great fury; but I had the good 
cc fortune to kill him, and two others that 


follow'd him. After this I was joined by 


«© PALAMEDES, and now we are accuſed of 
'the death of thoſe Men, and of ſetting 


the City on fire. 


« OUR Acquaintance here may judge, 
whether they think we could be capable 
of ſo deteſtable an Action: with what 


« Fury and Ingratitude muſt we be poſſeſ 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


| cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 


cc 


cc 


ſed, to deſtroy this great and noble City, 
of which we have had the honour of be- 


ing made Citizens? And for the Service of 
which we have ventured our Lives in the 


Wars? Beſides, what likelihood was 
there, that we ſhould begin with our own 
Lodgings? being locked in with all that 
was dear to us, and from whence we had 
much ado to ſave ourſelves. As to the 
Murder, tis certain I did it; but it was in 
my own defence, againſt an armed Man, 
who would have taken my Life. No- 
thing can be more juſt, than to repel 
Force by Force. But in all this what has 
PALAMEDES done? Having been aſlault- 
ed by night, and left for dead; then was 
in danger of being poiſoned ; ſeeing his 
« Houſc 
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Houſe ſet on fire, he ſaved himſelf, and 
afterwards happen'd to meet me, being 
afflicted, and not knowing where to look 


for his Father and Siſter ; and now he is 
accuſed with me as a Murderer and Incen- 


diary, when we have much more reaſon 

to demand Juſtice and Reſtitution for be- 
ing burnt and aſſaſſinated. All theſe things 
being eaſily and clearly proved, Gentle- 
men, I implore not your Pity, but your 
Juſtice ; not that Clemency which has fo 
often prevailed with you, to pardon even 
your greateſt Enemies ; but the Integrity 
of this Auguſt Senate, that nothing has 
ever ſhaken. But if our Misfortunes de- 
ſerve Puniſhment, for having undeſigned- 
ly been the Cauſe of this great Diſaſter, 
let that Pity and Compaſſion, which is 


due to Strangers, our Youth and Inno- 


cence, and thoſe Wounds we have re- 
ceived in defence of the Roman Empire, 


plead in our behalf; and if one of us muſt 


fall a Victim, and be facrificed to the fury 
of the People, be ſatisfied with my Life: 
and do not provoke the Gods againſt you, 
by condemning PALAMEDES, the moſt 
innocent of all Men.” 


WHEN he wad done, the Senators ad- 
mired his undaunted Courage, Boldneſs and 
graceful Manner of ſpeaking ; others his 


Generolity and Friendſhip for TA AIR 
; all 
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and the major part ſaid, there was no likel1- 
hood of their being guilty. There was only 
MAaRTIAN, and fore few of his Friends and 
Party againſt them; then the Conſul made 
a ſign to PALAMEDES to ſpeak. 


cc 


c 
-— 


cc 


cc 


ſelf. Firſt I complain of him, for having 


ParAaMeDes's Defence in the Senate-Houſe. 


G*® N TLEMEN, MELINTHUs having 


ſet our Innocence in as clear a light 


as is poſſible, tis not againſt our Accu- 


ſers I am going to plead, "but againſt him- 


betrayed our Cauſe, in owning us the re- 
mote Occaſion of Rome's Misfortunes ; 
and in the next place in offering himſelf 
only a Sacrifice to the People, and would 
ſave me. I accuſe him of infringing upon 
the Laws of our Friendſhip, which renders 
us inſeparable ; and he is to blame for de- 
ſigning and endeavouring to part us: For 


nothing but what is out of our power ſhall 
ever ſeparate us. If he were guilty, I 


ſhould be ſo too ; but ſince he is innocent, 1 
pretend to be ſo too: for I have always en- 
deavoured to imitate him, knowing him 
to be ſo perfectly wiſe and good, that 1 


ſhould never fear being accuſed of his 
Faults; but ſhould glory! in being found 


as free from Errors. We are not to be 
parted ; ſo whether you condemn or acquit 
us, we muſt both live or die, However, 
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4 if for Cauſes independent of us, and to 


_ © which our Will has no way contributed, 


4 e merit Puniſhment, I can aſſure you, 


« 'twas I only was the Object of MarctrL- 


* LINUS'S Jealouly and Hatred: MELIN- 
THUS had no quarrel with him, to me he 
« ſent the Poiſon, twas I prevented his 
« Marriage with my Siſter, twas I only that 
cc excited his Revenge againſt us, which has 
c been the Cauſe of theſe Calamities. 
«© MELINTHUsS has indeed been a Sufferer 


by all this Treachery, without deſigning 


« hurt to any. I beg therefore that we 
« may both be acquitted as innocent, or I 


4 only expoſed to ſuffer ; and by this juſt 


« Sentence prove Fame no Lyar, in ſpread- 
« ing your Reputation for am and E- 
4 quity throughout the World.“ | 


MELINT HUS would have reply'd, 
but one of the Conſuls commanded him to 
be filent : All the Judges were in admira- 
tion, at ſo generous and ſincere a Friend- 
ſhip; and mov'd by the Conſideration of 
their Virtue and Innocence, began to deli- 
berate about acquitting them, when NERO 
ſent poſitive and ſtrict Orders to them to 
ſuſpend their Judgment, till he had declared 
his Will and Pleaſure. Whereupon they 
were ſent back again to priſon, where the 
diſguiſed EPICHAR1s was impatient to know 
What had paſs d in the Senate; but hearing 

Vol. I. N 5 why 
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why they were ſent back to priſon, ſhe 


feard NEtRo's abſolute Power, and went 
immediately to a Friend of MELINTHUs, 
to cnquire if the Emperor had declared his 
Will to the Senate. He told her, with Tears 
in his Eyes, that the Prince was reſolved 
they ſhould die; for MAaRTIAN had thrown 
himſelf at the Emperor's feet, and made 
him promiſe him, to puniſh them by his 
Authority. EPIcHARIS now began to de- 
ſpair, ſecing there was no hopes, fhe went and 
acquainted them with theſe diſmal Tidings ; 


and faſtning the Door, they conſulted what 


they ſhould do in this imminent Danger and 
Extremity. For my part, ſaid PALAMEDEs, 


I had rather precipitate myſelf from the 


top of this Tower into the Tzber, than ſub- 
mit to a ſhameful Puniſhment. I with, faid 
MELINTHUs, we were there, to throw our 
ſelves down, we ſhould have no farther 
need to conſult how to eſcape ; but the dif- 
ficulty is how to get up. MELINTRHVs is in 
the right, ſaid EPIcHARIS, for the Cords 
are ready. Let me fee, ſaid MELINTHVs, 
the top of this Chimney reaches to the top 
of the Tower, and we might eaſily help 
one another to get up in the dead of the 
night, provided they knew nothing of your 
being out, and did not {hut up any body 
with us in your ſtead ; then you might have 
a Boat ready, and other Clothes ready for 


us to diſguiſe our ſelves, 1 bring us the 
ſmall 


JJ / ay 
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ſmall Cord to draw up the other. I think 


this admirably contrived, ſaid EPIcHARIS, 


and to prevent their knowing whether I am 
here ot not, you need only bolt the Door 
when I am gone, and they will lock it, 
without miſtruſting any thing to the contra- 


ry. This being tefolved on, ſhe went, and 


got every thing in readineſs; then having 
left the Cords and other Neceſſaries in the 
care of a Lad, who had no miſtruſt what 
they were for, nor knew any thing of her 
Deſign, ſhe return'd to the Priſon, to give 
them notice every thing was ready: and 
after ſhe had waited on them at Supper, 
ſhe took her leave, and they immediately 
bolted the Door. About Midnight, when 
they ſuppoſed every one aſleep, MELINTHUS 
took the Sheet of the Bed, and defired PA- 
LAMEDES to goup firſt, and take it up with 
him, in order to help him after, and to 
ſtep firſt upon the Chair, and then upon his 
Shoulder. Being got tothe top of the Tow- 
er, they flung down the ſmall Cord, and 


 EpicHARISs tyed the other to it; when they 


had draw'd it up, they faſtned it to a Pinna- 
cle of the Tower, with the ſmall Cord, as 
firm as poſſible. PALAMEDES ask d whether 
the Honour was, upon this occaſion, going 
firſt or laſt. I think, ſaid MELINTHUs, we 
ſhould domuch better to make haſte to ſave 
ourſelves. Pray go then, ſaid PALAMEDLS, 
that your Honour may be the firſt ſaved. I 

| N 2 will, 
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will, ſaid MELINTHvs, be the laſt. Never 
ſhall it be ſaid, reply'd PALAMEDEs, that I 
left you in danger. Pray, ſaid MELINTHvus, 
let us not loſe time with this unſeaſo- 
nable and needleſs Ceremony. Why, faid 
PALAMEDEs, I always give place to you in 
Affection. I would have you go firſt, an- 
ſwerd MELINTHUS, that you may carry me 
upon your ſhoulder. Upon that condition, 
ſaid the other, Iwill: and MELINTHvus had 
the Satisfaction to ſee him ſafe down, for 
twas impoſlible for him to ſtop ; then he 
immediately follow'd. But a fatal Accident 
had like to have happen'd, for the Pinnacle 
of the Tower, to which theRope was faſtned, 
being very antient and decay'd, came down, 
and would have cruſhed them to death with 
its fall, and buried them in its ruins, had 
not the Boat moved of itſelf. 


The End of the-Fifth Bool. 
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HE N they were recovered from the 


Wg Surprize the fall of the Battlement 
had put them into, 'twas impoſſible 

to o expreſs their Joy, for having eſcaped fo 
many and great Perils ; but they thought al- 
ſo of the preſent Danger, and having reſolved 


to go down the River out of the Ciry , about 


Morning they got five or ſix Miles diſtance 


from Rome; then changing their Clothes, 


they filled them with Stones, and flung them 
into the river, and concluded they had bet- 

ter go by land, and a different way from 
that where they had becn taken : for the 
River going directly to Oſtia, if they were 
purſued, 'twould certainly be that way. 

Whereuponthey reſolved to make the beſt of 
their way to Cajetta, and to travel only by 
night, for fear of being taken a ſecond time. 
Diſcourſing of their Adventure by the way, 
they thought it very lucky, that the Battle- 
ment fell ; for had the Cord remained, they 
ſhould certainly have been purſued : but 
that now it would be concluded, they had 


thrown themſelves headlong into the Tiber, 


N 3 and 
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and were drown'd. Coming to a little 
Village, they bought ſome Proviſion, but 
continued their Journey ; and ſeeing a re- 
tired ſhady Place, they ſate down to eat, 
and began to talk of their Friends in SJyra- 
cuſe, and the Troubles and Apprehenſions 
they were under for them. This Conſide- 
ration made them reſolve to ſet forward, 
tho' it was the more fatiguing, ſeeing they 
were obliged to keep out of the direct Road, 
and ſeek the By-paths as much as poſſible. 
About Evening they arrived near a handſome 
Houſe, where EURYLas would gladly have 
been received to have reſted that Night ; 
but not caring to run any riſque, they went 
into a little Wood near at hand. EURYLas 
being exceeding weary, fell faſt aſleep ; the 
others not talking, for fear of diſturbing her, 
inſenſibly fell into a Slumber themſelves. 


A young Lady who was Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe they had ſcen juſt before, came into 
the Wood to walk ; ſhe could not have ſeen 
them, being they had taken a particular 
cate to conceal themſelves out of the path- 
way, had not EURYLAas made a ruſſſing with 
the Leaves. CoRINNa, for that was the 
Name of this Lady, curious to ſee what it 
was, came ſoftly toward them, and found 
the beautiful EURYLas faſt aſleep: and ga- 
zing for ſome time, ſhe became almoſt as 
unmoveable as the lovely Sleeper ſhe Nov 
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admiring. At laſt, turning her Eyes, ſhe 
ſpy'd MELINTHUs and PALAMEDES ; and 
thinking they look'd like honeſt Perſons 
taat had met with ſome Misfortune, rather 
than Perſons that had any ill deſign them- 
ſelves, ſhe reſolved to bring her Husband, 
that he might invite them to his Houſe. 
EPICHARIS awak'd, and ſeeing four or five 
Perſons coming toward them, imagin'd they 


belong d to that Houſe, and that they were 


taking an Evening Walk. As they drew 
nearer, MELINTHUs and PALAME DES awa- 
ked, while they were asking EURYLAS what 
they did there; ſhe anſwer'd, they were 
three Brothers, who were ruincd by the Fire 
at Rome, and that having ſince been robb'd 
of what little they had ſaved, they were 
obliged to take up with a Lodging in the o- 
pen Air, till they ſhould arrive in 92c21y, 
where they ſhould not want Neceſſaries. 
CoRINNA ſeem'd to have compaſſion of 


them, and deſired her Husband to give them 


a Lodging for one Night. CURION, who 
was naturally good and compaſlionate, was 
very willing; ſeeing they did not look like 
Robbers, and were without Swords, he invi- 
ted them to his Houſe. MELINTHVUSs and 
PALAMEDES accepted of this Kindneſs, of- 
fer'd in ſo friendly and courteous a manner, 


and thank'd them in the moſt obliging 
Terms they could. As they walk d toge- 
| ther towards the Houſe, MELINTHUS told 
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CUR1oN News of Rome; and Supper being 
ready, they were deſired to ſit down to Table: 
but twas impoſſible for CoRINNa to keep 
her Eyes off EURYLAS, when ſhe thought her 
Husband engaged in diſcourſe with MELIN- 
THUS : And PALAMEDES, who had con- 
ceivd a Liking for CORINNa, ſeeing her an 
agreeable fine Lady, and not too reſerved, 
obſerved the Looks ſhe caſt upon EURYLas, 
and wiſh'd they were beſtow'd upon himſelf. 
CURION was wonderfully taken with ME- 
LINTHUS, and began to think him ſome cx- 
traordinary Perſon, tho' he then appeared un- 
der diſadvantageous Circumſtances. When 
'*twas Bed- time, the Maſter and Lady of the 
Houſe waited on them to their Chamber, 
where there were two Beds ; PALAMEDES 
and MELINTHvus choſe the largeſt, and left 
the leaſt for EURYLas. They ſlept till late 
the next Morning, and being call'd for to 
dinner, CURI1oN ask'd MELINTHUs how he 
had reſted, but CORINNA took all opportu- 
nities to entertain EURYLAS, and could by 
no means be reconcil'd to their going ſo 
foon. EURYLAS pretended to be concern'd, 
that there was a neceſſity for it, but pro- 
mis d to make her a Viſit as ſoon as poſſible. 
MELINTHUs told CURION they had till 
ſome Ringsleft, but could not tell how to 
change them for Neceſlaries, as Horſes and 
other Clothes. CUR1oN ſaid, he could fur- 
niſh them; and immediately went into the 


Stable, | 
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Stable, and gave them three of the beſt 
Horſes, and likewiſe each of them a Sword, 


and ordered whatever elſe they wanted, 
with ſome Proviſion to eat upon the Road ; 


for which EPp1CHAR1s gave him a Ring of 


much greater value than what they had re- 
ceived : then they took leaveof this friendly 
and hoſpitable Gentleman, who was con- 
cern d at their departure; but CoRiNNa had 


much ado to conceal her Tears from her 


Husband. 


WHEN they were at ſome diſtance from 
the Houſe, they began to laugh at CoxINNAs 
Miſtake, and her affectionate and tender 
Farewell to EURYLas. For my part, ſaid 
PALAMEDES, I was 1o vexed her kindneſs 
was not addrefled to me, that I was almoſt 
tempted, for all the riſque I ſhould have run, 
to undeceive her. O PALAME DES! ſaid ME- 
LINTHUS, you have already paid dear for 
your Gallantries ; but this would have been 


very ill-timed indeed, both in regard to our 


ſelves, and the honeſt worthy Gentleman, 
who treated us with ſo much humanity and 


generoſity in this Extremity. EPICHARIS 


laugh'd at PALAMEDEs, for now being pu- 
niſhed and mortified to ſee a fine Lady re- 
gardleſs of him, and give her the preference. 
In my Opinion, ſaid PALAaMEDEs, there is 
nothing ſo agreeable as what happens in 
Love: for let c the work come to the worſt, 

it 
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it only ſerves to laugh at. But, ſays Epr- 
CHARIS, the worſt is, they laugh at your 
expence : But you are of a happy diſpoſition 
in this reſpect, and will not be diſcouraged 
by accidents, nor eaſily take a denial. That 
is very true, ſaid MELINTHvs, for I believe 
no Man has been oftner deceived and puni- 
ſhed than he. At Athens, he ſerved an 
Apprenticeſhip by a thouſand Tricks that 
were play'd him; at Rome he was very near 
loſing his Life: And what might have been 
the conſequence of an Intrigue at this 
Houſe ? What is yet a greater Misfortune to 
him, reply'd EpicaaR1s, is, that Experience 
does not make him wiſe. You are mighty 
well agreed againſt me, ſaid PALAMEDES ; 
but pray, whom do you eſteem moſt cou- 
rageous, he that expoſes himſelf to danger, 
ſometimes ſucceeds, ſometimes is wounded, 
but never ſurrenders ; or he that will run no 
hazard? Would you have any one that has 
been wounded in the Wars, never venture 
again; and ſo, as you ſay, grow wiſe by 
Experience? You are in the right, ſaid ME- 
LINTHUS, to compare Love to a War: but 
as Valour is a Virtne, you are not to compare 
it but to a virtuous Love fixed on a worthy 
and perfect Object. As Valour has no o- 
ther Object but Honour, without any diffe- 
rent views; ſo in Love, he that has but one 

Object, and is conſtant, has more Courage 
than he that is continually changing. Nay, 


ſays 
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gays PALAMEDES, if you will compare Love 
and Valour; to ſpeak of Valour, muſt it not 
vary according to the Occaſion that offers; 
ſometimes in a Siege, ſometimes in the 
open Field, and at other times in a ſingle 
Combat? But all this while, interrupted 
MELINTHUS, it is one and the ſame Valour. 

Neither is it but one Love, ſaid PaLaMEDEs, 
that makes me love all that is amiable. No- 


thing can be truly amiable, ſaid MELINTHus, 


where Virtue is wanting. Nor truly va- 
liant, I believe, ſaid EprcHarIs; it will puzzle 
you to keep up your Argument againſt MEx- 
LINTHUS. Tis not a hard matter for him, 
ſaid PALAMEDES, to vanquiſh an Enemy that 
feels his Conſcience wounded, having but 
a bad Cauſe to defend: for all the Rencoun- 
ters I have met with, and Reaſon, as well as 
this Argument, teach me to love but one 
perfect Object; and that is you. I deſire, 
faid EpIcHARIS, you will not turn MELIN- 
THus's Argument againſt me. However, I 
ſhould not be ſorry if he would take the pains 
to inſtruct you; and when you have been 
ſome time under his care, that one may rea- 
ſonably expect to find an Amendment, I 
will ask him his opinion, and what I ought 
to think of you. Swear, faid PALAMEDES, 
that you will always refer it to him. With 
all my heart, ſays ſhe ; ſo great a Confidence 
can I put in him, that he with ARIANA ſhall 
be Judges. MELINTHvs ſaid, he had ſome 

hopes 
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hopes of Amendment in PALAME DESG: and 
that provided ſhe would join her Endeavours, 
he did not doubt but he ſhould reform him, 
and make him one ſhe might approve of. 
Having ſo affectionate a Maſter, and amiable 
a Miſtreſs, aſſure yourſelf, ſaid PALAMEDEs, 
whatever I may ay, I know already very 
well how to love, and I love none but the 
agreeable EPICHARI1S, and her I love per- 
fectly, and ſhall always love. Think you 
theſe little Amours that come in my way, 
Infidelity ? What elſe can they be call'd? 
ſaid MELINTHUs. I would fain know, ſaid 
PALAMEDES, if to love perfectly, one muſt 
abſtain from all ſorts of Pleaſure and Di- 
verſion ; as Hunting, Fencing, Plays, Com- 
pany, or any thing that is agreeable to me, 
and ſerves to paſs away the time? That 
would be unreaſonable indeed, ſaid ME- 
LINTHUs. Then that Argument holdsgood 
on my ſide, ſaid PALAMEDESͤHJ; and when! 
meet with an agreeable Object, that is not 
coy, ſhould I refuſe this good fortune, pro- 
vided I have no deſign of leaving her I have 
already made choice of? TI think this the 
only way to live happy, and as fora worthy 
Object, that always remains in one's mind. 
A very eaſy manner of loving indeed! ſaid 
EPICHARIS ; if every body was of your hu- 
mour, one ſhould not hear of ſo many de- 
ſpairing Lovers, ſince they might ſo cagly 
be comforted. Tis not a particular 
| . 
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mour in me, reply d PALAMEDES, but thus 
all Parties are pleas d; for hearing a cruel 
Miſtreſs, I endeavour to forget her rigorous 


Treatment, by ſeeking Conſolation elſe- 
where, and in the mean while let her be 


quiet. In ſhort, ſaid MELINTHUSs, you 


would perſuade us that your Love is violent, 


but your Deſire moderate; and if you can 


reconcile theſe two things, you are in the 
right. Whenever I am obliged to make 


Proteſtations and Vows, ſaid PALAMEDES, 
I ſuppoſe Iam ſpeaking to the Perſon that 
deſerves my Love. Gods! ſaid MELIN- 
THUS, how eaſily we deceive ourſelves, and 
imagine we leſſen our Crimes, when we 


only call another to its aſliſtance ; and fo 


you make no ſcruple of telling a thouſand 
Lyes, and backing them with as many 
Oaths. And pray, when you have faid all 
that you can think of to every one that 


comes in your way, what have you more 


to ſay to convince the virtuous Object you 


admire, that you really love her > You 


make me appear very criminal, ſaid PALA- 
MEDES, and I am ſure my Intention. was 
not ſo bad. Come, come, ſaid MELIN- 
THUS, you muſt own your Love very im- 
perfect, and free it from theſe Errors. If 
you deſire to have it perfect, upon my word, 
ſaid EpIcHARIS, you have already had a 
very good Leſſon; and you ſurely will mend, 
if you have ſuch a one every day. — 
car 
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hear you both talk, faid PALAMEDEs, one 
would think I had been inſtructed in a very 
bad Love-School, and that I ſhould endea- 
vour to forget all the Precepts I have learn d; 
but I ſtill find ſomething in my Nature that 
oppoles the Strictneſs and Severity of your 
Rules: yet I have ſo great a Reſpect for my 
Maſter, and fo great a Love for my Miſtreſs, 
that I will receive their Inſtructions upon 
their word, without examining them, and 
be obedient; and I will fo order it, that 
you ſhall be obliged to me, for ridding my- 
{elf of the trouble of ſeeking Arguments to 
contradict you. Being come to a place, 
that was difficult to paſs, they did not im- 
mediatcly anſwer to what he ſaid; and Pa- 
LAMEDES being got over, began to ſing a 
Song in favour of his Opinions. It will be 
very difficult, faid EPIcHARIS to MELIN- 


THUS, to make any impreſſion on his Mind 


by Inſtruction, for he is already returned to 
his firſt Error. You judge wrong of my In- 
tentions, ſaid PALAMEDEs, for I would let 
all theſe falſe Opinions out at my mouth, 
as Poiſon I had eaten; and henceforward, 


this is the Conſtruction you muſt put upon 


all I fay to contradi& you. A very clever 


Expedient indeed! ſaid EPICHARIS, to con- 


tradict us as long as he lives, under the pre- 
tence of ridding himſelf of his bad Argu- 
ments. I am afraid, ſaid MELINTHUs, he 
will as eaſily get rid of ours. Give them 
I me 
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me good and ſtrong, ſaid PAL AMR DES, that 
they may make a deeper Impreſſion on my 
Mind. Take care, {aid MELINTHVUs, that 


tis not rather the Fault of the place, than 
the Reaſons. 


T HUS they endeavour to make their 


Journey not ſeem ſo tedious, by finding ſome- 


thing or other totalk of, to paſs away the time; 
and coming to a place where they could con- 


veniently ſit down, they alighted in order to 


eat their Supper, and put their Horſes to 


graze, and reſolved to travel all night, to 


get forward in their Journey. About Sun- 
ſet they came to a vaſt Foreſt, and they 
had not gone above half through when 
Night drew near. MELINTHVUs was about 
twenty ſteps behind them, muſing to him- 
ſelf, when a Phantom appeared to him up- 


on a large black Horſe, his Face of a fright- 


ful Blackneſs, and his Body cover d with 


long ſhagged Hair, with a large Club upon 


his ſhoulder. 


A Man of leſs Courage than MELINTHUS, 
would have been ſtrangely ſurprized ; but 
he undauntedly asked him what he would 
have. Know, fays the Spectre, that thy 
Death draws near. Thou telleft me no 


News, faid MELINTHUSs, for I know it 


draws nearer every day. This Monſter, 
without * any Reply, was going to 
80 knock 
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knock him down with his Club, but he a- 
voided the Blow, and immediately drew 
his Sword; when he ſaw another Monſter 


coming up toward him, but he fell upon 


him that had ſpoke, and took care that the 
other ſhould not aſſault him unawares. 


PALAMEDES and EPICHARIS not ſeeing 


MELINTHUs follow them, turned back, 
and were aſtoniſhed to find him fighting 


with two frightful Phantoms. EPICHARIS 


was ſeized with horror, but PALAMEDEs, 
who would have attack d an Army to aſſiſt 
his Friend, drew his Sword upon him that 
came laſt. By this time MELINTHUS had laid 
the firſt at his feet, and PaLAaMEDEs ſo 
wounded the other, that he fell off his 
Horſe. Theſe two Friends were very glad 
to find theſe Monſters had Lives to loſe, by 


their ſhedding abundance of Blood. When 


they were dead, they alighted to examine 
them, and found they had blacked their Fa- 
ces and Hands in this manner, and dreſs d 
themſelves in Beaſts Skins, perhaps to ter- 
rify the Paſſengers, that they might the 
more eaſily rob and murder them. When 
EPICHARIS came to herſelf, they deſired her 
to look at thoſe dead Bodies; ſhe wonder d 
MELINTHUS was not ſeized with horror 
at their firſt approach. The Moon favour- 
ing them, they reſolved to continue their 


Way, and be upon their guard, for fear of 


| mecting any more of theſe Monſters : but 
about 
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'bout the end of the Night, they got ſafely 
put of the Wood, and Day-light appearing, 
They met a Man on foot, who wondering 
fro fee them come that way, asked if they 
had not met the two Demons, who had 
Filled ſuch a number of People in eight 
Hays time. Yes, ſays MELINTHvs, but they 
Have not hurt us: J am aſtoniſh'd, ſays the 
Man, how they hapned to ſpare you. In- 
leed, ſaid MELINTHUs, they frightned us ; 
ut from whence is it thought they come? 
hey fay, anſwer'd he, they are Infernal 
ods, who have been obliged to leave the 
Temple of PROSERPINE at Rome, which is 
nt ; and that they will not ceaſe killing 
till it is rebuilt : For my part, I am not ſo 
courageous as you, for Jam going another 
way round the Foreſt to go to Rome. Thoſe 
Gods were not immortal then, Friend, ſaid 
MELINTHUS; do not be afraid of going 
through the Foreſt, you will find their dead 
Bodies, that we have deprived of Life : 
ind you may believe me, twas nothing but 
Robbers diſguiſed like Devils, to frighten 
the Paſſengers, that they might the more 


alily ſlay and rob them; but they could 
not perſuade him. 


WHEN he was gone, they reſumed their 
Diſcourſe of the Day before, to inſtruct PA- 
LAWEDES in the Laws of Fidelity and Con- 
ſtancy. EPICHAR1s asked him if MELIN- 
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THUS ſhould not teach him his Leſſon. that 
day? There needs no other Inſtruction, 
ſaid MELINTHUS, than to examine his paſt 
Life, and he muſt own, that virtuous Love, 
and virtuous Friendſhip has always proved 
the moſt agreeable in the xi and that th« 

other has always been attended with Shame 
and Misfortunes : For I will make him con 
feſs, that the good Advice, and civil Treat- 

ment of the wiſe and chaſte ERIPHILE, im 
refuſing him, was more agreeable, than the 

Favour he thought he had received by a 
Trick that was play'd him. Cannot I hear) | 
this Story, ſaid EpicHaris? While I live) 
ſaid PALAMEDES, I ſhall have reaſon to bleſs 
that Cheat, for it was the beginning of ou 
Friendſhip. I am now more deſirous of 
hearing it, ſaid EPICHAR1S; and if MELIN- 
THUS would give himſelf the trouble of tel- 
ling it, I ſhould think myſelf well rewar- 
ded for what I have done. Since you make 
it ſo eaſy to acquit myſelf of ſo great a Debt, 
ſaid MELINTHUs, I will not loſe the Op- 
portunity. You may, ſaid ſhe, add ſome- 
thing of your Voyage into Aſia. Accor- 
ding to your deſire, reply'd he, you ſhall 


hear how that Life has been Peng? which you 
have now preſerved. 


1 
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The Story of MELINTUs, ERIPHILE, 
and PALAMEDES. 


"HE RE arc fortunate Adventures in the 
Life of a Man, which being made a right 
uſe of, one is naturally diſpoſed to the love 
of Virtue, and a deſire of, and a thirſt after 


Fame; they are a great help to good De- 


ſigns, furniſhing us with the means both to 
undertake and execute them. I do not ſay 
this by way of recommending myſelf ; but 
to own that Iam the more inexcuſable, if 
have not made uſe of this good fortune, 
which has always accompanied me. 


WHEN TzLEeavs ſent me to Athens, 
he ordered me to go to lodge at a Friend's 
of his, named EPIALTES, who-had a very 


handſome, diſcreet, and virtuous Wife, whoſe 


name was ERIPHILE : he had ſo good an o- 
pinion of her Virtue, that he made no ſcruple 
of boarding me, tho' I was young and 


handſome cnough at that time : neither was 


he jealous of the exceeding care ſhe took of 


me, for ſhe loved me as if I had been her 


Son, tho' ſhe was not above two or three 
years older; and ſeeing I had a great love 
and reſpect for her, ſhe laid hold of this 

opportunity of the aſcendancy ſhe had over 


me, to make me take delight in learning 


my Exerciſes and the Sciences; and would 
WA often 
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often praiſe me, the better to excite me 
to my Duty. I aflure you the love I had 
for her, was no ſmall advantage to me in 
my ſtudy, for the deſire I had to pleaſe her, 


did not a little contribute toward the Pro- 


greſs I made: being ſenſible of her Virtue 
and good Senſe, I ſtood in great awe, and was 
afraid of doing the leaſt thing, that Ithought 
ſhe would diſapprove of ; and gave her an ex- 
act account how I employ'd my time, ſo that 
he became almoſt as learned as my ſelf: on 


the other hand, ſhe inſtrutted me how to be- 


have my ſelf. When I had finiſh'd my Stu- 
dies, ſhe would give me leave to fence, and 
practiſe my Exerciſes in her preſence ; and 
as EPIALTES, Who was one of the moſt 
eminent Men in the City, had always fine 
Horſes ; I uſed often to exerciſe them, and 
if ſhe praiſed me, I thought my ſelf ſuff- 
ciently rewarded. PALAMEDES was then at 
Athens, and taking more delight in his 
Exerciſes than his Studies, he became famous 
for his skill and graceful manner of Per- 
formance ; we vycd with one another, with- 
out being acquainted, any more than that we 
knew we were of the fame City. PALAMEDES 
will own how grating it was ro us to hear 
one another praiſed ; thus we emulated one 
another, till none excell'd us. 


BUT I will ay no more of this, and 
talk of his amorous Diſpoſition. After hav- 
| ing 
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ing loved ſeveral Ladies in Athens, where 
there, was abundance that were not coy, he 
grew weary of Favours ſo caſily granted, 
and happening one day to ſec ERIPHILE, 
he became very much in love with her, and 


. reſorted to all places where he was likely 


to {ce her. But he knew very well twas 
difficult even to ſpeak to her ; for ſhe was 
exceeding modeſt and reſerved, and kept 
ſo ſtrict a guard, even upon her Words and* 
Looks, that he never darcd to lay any thing 
that could offcnd her Virtue to hear. How- 
ever, knowing ſhe went ſometimes to HAR- 
PALICE's Houſe, who was a mean Perſon, 
that had married an infranchiſed Slave of 
EPIALTES, and that this Woman was a 
cunning covetous Perſon, he hoped to gain 
her by her avarice, that ſhe might preyail 
with ERIPHILE by artifice ; he apply d him- 
ſelf to her, and this Creature aſſured him, 

ſhe was the only one that could ſerve him, 
and that ſhe had a great aſcendancy over ERI- 
PHILE, Thus ſhe kept him in hope for 
ſome time; and one day ſhe told him that 
ERIPHILE had loſt a rich Gold-Chain, and 
was afraid her Husband ſhould know it; ad- 
ding, that it would be an excellent means to 
acquire her favour, to make her a Preſent 
of ſuch a one. PALAMEDES immediately 
promiſed it, and as ſoon as HARPALICE had 
told him the faſhion of it, he went directly 
to the Goldſmith, and beſpoke ſuch a one; 


O3 : but 
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Hut when it was done, he was afraid that 
HARPALICE would not give it to ERIPHILE 3 
inſomuch that he delired he might carry it 
himſelf, and that this might partly be a 
means to introduce him to ſee her in private. 


HAN ALICE vas a little ſurprized at 
this, however ſhe told him ſhe would firſt hear 
what ERIPHILE ſaid; and two days after 
aſſured him, that ER1PhILE had promiſed 
to come to her Houſe ; that ſhe would pre- 
tend to have an Aſſembly of Ladies, where 


there might be alſo ſome Gentlemen; and 


that ſhe would carry them into another 
Room, and he might preſent the Gold- 
Chain with his own Hand. PALAMEDES 
thought long till this day came, and HAR- 
PALICE did not fail to make her Aſſembly; 
but before the Company came, ſhe deſired 
PALAMEDES to walk into the next Room 
and fit there; I was there alſo to wait on 
ERIPHILE. HARPALICE went into the next 
Room, and deſired PaLAMEDES to look 
through the Chinks, and ſce what Com- 
pany was there; among the reſt, ſhe bid him 
obſerve ERIPHILE and me; mind, ſays ſhe, 
how ſhe bluſhes, and is ſomewhat confus d 
at the deſign ſhe has in hand. PALAMEDES 
concluded twas ſo; and as ſhe was com- 
ing from him, You may ſee, ſays ſhe, when 
I take her by the Hand to bring her to you, 
but you muſt haye no light in the — 

or 
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For fear of being ſeen through theſe Chinks: 


he agreed to it, ſince it muſt be fo. And 
ſome little time after ſhe came and took 


ERIPHILE by the hand, to ſhow her, as ſhe 
pretended, a new piece of Furniture; then 
ordered it fo, that ſhe was juſt ſtepping in- 


to the Room where PALAaMEDEs Was; but 


ERIHILE ſtepping back again, ſaid aloud, 
Where are you carrying me, HARPALICE | 
This baſe crafty Wretch, immediately after, 


brought ſome other Woman to PaLaMe- 
DES, that ſhe had inſtructed what to fay. 
But PALAMEDEsS could not forbear boaſting 


of theſe Favours, inſomuch that ERITHILE 


was told it again; and ſhe acquainted 
me what a ſenſible affliction it was to her. 
I had ſo great a love and reſpect for her, 
that my Concern was equal to hers, and I 
reſolved to revenge her Cauſe. The next 
day I met PALAMEDES in the Park, where 


we exerciſed; and taking him to a Place 
where we could not be ſeen, I told him he 


had aſpers d a virtuous Lady's Reputation; 


and that if he did not immediately recall 


his words, and that publickly too, I would 
make him repent it. I will not give you 
time fo repent, fays he, and immediately 
drew his Sword, and I mine. The Combat 
having laſted ſome time without a Wound 
on either fide, PALAMEDES thought long 
till it was decided, and came witha violent 
fury to ſtrike me over the Head ; but kis 
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Foot ſlipping, he fell at my feet. I immedi- 
ately ſeized his Sword, and would obligehim 


to unſay what he had ſaid of ERIPHILE ; but 
tho' he was then in my power, he undaunt- 


edly anſwerd, he would never recall his 


Words for ſpeaking the truth. I threaten d 


to kill him, but he ſtill perſiſted in what 
he had 1aid. At laſt he ſaid, MELINTHVus, 
indeed I was to blame for ſpeaking of it; 


but if I can make it appear, that what I 


advance is truth, will you not allow that 
I cannot unſay it? If you can prove that, 
ſays I, I will acknowledge that you have 
conquer d me; but if you cannot, I will 
inſiſt upon publick Satisfaction, and that 
you own your Fault to her, and ask her 
pardon. I agree to theſe Conditions, ſaid 
he, and ſwear to give you Satisfaction with- 
in three days. He went directly to HAR- 
PALICE, and begg'd of her to procure him 
the happineſs of ſeeing ERIPHILE : ſhe, who 
thought of nothing but his Preſents, pro- 
mis'd him he ſhould, and the very next day 
inc gave him notice to come that Evening. 
Immediately he came, and told me that he 
had found means to be as good as his word: 
Do you come to HARPALICcE's Houſe, ſaid 
he, and obſerve what Room ERIPHILE goes 
into that is dark ; then if you are one of 
the laſt of the Company, you may ſee me 
come out. I was a little ſhock'd, not know- 
ing what to think: however, I took care 

to 
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to accompany ERIPHILE, without acquaint- 
ing her with my Delign. | 


HARPAL ICE had taken care to pro- 
cure him the ſame Woman he had had at firſt; 
and I, who did not leave ERIPHILE one 
moment, could not help wondring how he 
was impos d upon. The next day he came 
and asked me why 1 did not ſtay for him, 
becauſe, ſaid I, I waited of ERIPHILE home, 
and was reſolved not to leave her a mo- 
ment; and Iam ſure I can anſwer for her. 
He laugh'd, and-feeing that I alſo made a 
jeſt of him, hebeganto miſtruſt HARPALICE. 
One of us is ſtrangely deceived, ſaid he. 
Sure, ſaid I, you will give me leave to be- 
lieve what I ſaw with my Eyes. Indeed, 
ſaid he, mine were of no ſervice to me 
where I was; but I will find this out. And, 
without ſaying any thing more to me, he goes 
again to HARPALICE, and obliged her by 
the ſame Charms of a Reward to procure 
him the ſame Favours. She told him he 
muſt not expect her Company ſo often; but 
however ſhe would uſe her endeavours, and 
appointed him to come that very Evening : 
he*took care to carry a pair of Sciſſars in 
his Pocket, and cut a Lock of the Woman's 
Hair, whom HARPALICE had impos'd upon 
him, in the room of ERITHILR. When he 
came to the light, he was ſtrangely ſurprized 


and mortified to ſee it was — for 
RI- 
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ERIPHILE was very fair. Being thus con: 
vinced of the Cheat, that had been put 
upon him, he came and told me in the 
Morning, that he was ready to ſatisfy me, 
recant what he had ſaid, and ask ten thou- 
ſand Pardons ; but it muſt be to her, herſelf. 
I ſent to know if it would be agreeable to 
her to receive this Satisfaction: ſhe liked 
very well of it, provided I would be there. 
As ſoon as PALAMEDES came into the Room, 
he threw himſelf at her feet, Madam, faid 
he, I come to beg pardon for the Fault I 
have committed againſt you, and demand 
juſtice upon that baſe Perſon, who has been 
the Cauſe of my Crime. ERI1PHILE de- 
fired him to riſe, and ſit upon a Chair, to 
tell her what he had to ſay. Then PALA- 
MEDES, ſhowing the Lock of Hair, told her 
all that I have been relating concerning 
HaRPALICE; which we were both ſtrangely 
amazed to hear. To this he added ſo many 
Proteſtations, how much he honour'd and 
reſpected her, and how he would publiſh 
HARPALICE's wicked Artifice and Contri- 
vance; that we were more pleaſed with his 
Submiſhon and Satisfaction, than we had 
been incens'd againſt his Fault. She for- 
gave him, and hearing of the Duel we had 
fought upon her account, ſhe would have us 
Friends, being much of the ſame Age, and 
Fellow-Citizens, and alike diſtinguiſhing our 
ſelves by our Skill and Courage. I did not 
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want much perſuaſion, for I much eſteemed 
the good qualities I ſaw in PALAMEDEs : 

he, on the other hand, was pleasd to ſay 
the ſame of me, and that he thought him- 
ſelf happy to reap this advantage from his 
imprudence. We embraced, and in her 
hearing ſwore a perpetual Friendſhip to 


each other. HARPALICE was deliver'd into 


the hands of Juſtice ; and this miſerable 
Creature was condemn'd to be tied to an 
Aſs, with her Face towards the Tail, which 
ſhe held for a Bridle, and carried through all 
the Streets of Athens, the Executioner 
whipping her, and the Mob pelting her. 
From that time PALAMEDES paid ERIPHILE 
the greater reſpect; and he was very much 
in eſteem with her, who was always ad- 

viſing us to keep up our TOY with 
cach other. 


I think, ſaid EpicHaR1s, you are an honeſt 
and generous Friend, thus to eſpouſe the 
Cauſe, and clear the Reputation of the Beau- 
tiful ERIPHILE. You ſec, ſaid MELINTHUS, 
how we have ſnar d our good and ill-fortune 
together. But I muſt alſo tell you, how 
we did at the O/ympick Games. The time 
being come, they reſorted from all parts, ſome 
to enter the Liſts for the Prizes, and others 
as Spectators; ſeeing all the greateſt Men in 
Greece, and ſeveral Kings had ſent Horſes and 
Chariots, I reſolved to enter the Liſts for 

f Sy ra- 


204 The ADVENTURES 


Syracuſe : and having for ſome time pre- 

ared EPIALTES's Horſes and my own, I be- 
ſpoke a Chariot reſembling that of the Sun, 
and dreſs'd like APOLLO, I appeared among 
the others. 


ERIPHILE, to encourage us, had 
made each of us a Preſent, PALAMEDEs of 
a Harp, and me of a Quiver, and a Scarf 
of her own work. I had ſo managed my 
Horſes, that they ſhould ſet out, the third 
time the Trumpet ſounded, without whip- 
ping, reſerving that for the middle of the 
Race; then looſing the Reins, I let them go 
full ſpeed, leaving the others far behind, 
and won an indiſputable Victory. The 
Trumpets ſounded, and the People ſhouted 
with loud Applauſes, proclaiming me Con- 
queror. Having received the Prize, I went 
directly to the Theatre, where they were 
going to diſpute the Prize for Poetry. They 
gave me the firſt Place, becauſe of the Victo- 
ry I had juſt won. I recited a long Ode, which 


would be tedious for you tohear, and again 


won the Prize ; and preſently after heard Pa- 
LAMEDES had won that for playing on the 


Harp. And I aſſure you, I was better pleas'd 


with his Victory than my own. 


THE SHracuſians hearing the honour we 
had gained, our City ſent us Letters of Con- 
gratulation, and Thanks, inviting us home 

1 to 
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to receive the honour they deſigned us upon 
that occaſion. We could not well refuſe 
ſo juſt a Requeſt, and ſo favourable a one 
in regard to us; and we reſolved to depart 
from Athens, but not without abundance 
of regret to leave ERIPHILE. I will not 
tell you how great her concern was, becauſe 
I thoughtit inconſiſtent with her good Senſe; 
but I muſt own, that to leave her was then 
the greateſt Affliction I ever thought I had 
met with: for 1 had lived with her in fo 
agreeable a manner, and received ſo much 
Civility and Friendſhip from her, that I 
thought twas depriving my ſelf of a Hap- 
pineſs I ſhould never meet with elſewhere. 
PALAMEDES, who, as you know, is eaſily 
comforted, was himſelf concern'd at firſt, 
tho he ſoon forgot her. But inſtead of re- 
turning to our own Country, the deſire of 
being in a Siege, led us another way; for 
CoRBULON, that wiſe and victorious Ro- 
man Captain, landing with his Forces upon 
the Coaſts of Greece, to go into Aſia to war 
againſt the Parthians, we laid hold of this 
opportunity to give a proof of our Valour. 
Whereupon we wentto wait upon him, fol- 
low'd him in all his Conqueſts, and ſhar'd 
with him in his Fame and Reputation. 


When the Peace was concluded, we left 
the Army. 


Is 
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Is it thus, interrupted EPIcHARIS, that 
you barely mention a Valour admired by all 
the World, and ſo formidable to the Bar- 
barians; I deſire you will tell me ſome of 
the Particulars, for tis no ſmall Satisfaction 
to me to hear it. Pray, ſaid MELINTHus, 
do not oblige me to relate what cannot be 
pleaſant for you to hear, being unacquainted 
with the Terms of War; let it ſuffice to ſay, 
that we ſometimes conquer d, ſometimes 
were wounded, and that in the end the Ro- 
mans remain d Conquerors. I ſee, ſaid E- 
PICHARIS, your Modeſty will not let you 
ſpeak in your own praiſe ; but I ſhall take 
an opportunity of reminding you, that you 
are not out of my debt. But pray then tell 
me what happen'd after you left the Army. 
Why, anſwerd he, when we had ſet fail 
for Greece, J would fain have gone to A- 
thens to viſit ERIPHILE 3 but PALAMEDES, 
who had already forgot her, would not 
hear of it, and diſſuaded me from it, think- 
ing of nothing but the Reception we ſhould, 
meet with from the Hracuſians for win- 
ning the Ol/ympick Games, which indeed 
far exceeded our Expectation. I have heard, 
ſaid EPICHAR1s, of the Perſon who pre- 
ſented you with the City Preſents, and what 
Reception you met with ; but tho' it was 
very magnificent and extraordinary, it fell 
!nort of the Merit of the Perſon for whom it 
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Was deſign'd. PALAMEDES left them talk- 
Ing, and went to a ſmall Village near at 


hand, to buy ſome Proviſion ; and they 
dropt that Diſcourſe to talk of his amiable 
Qualities, his Sincerity, Generoſity and 
Courage: As for his gay Temper, ſaid ME- 
LINTHUS, that diſpoſes him ſo much for 
Pleaſure, it will wear off. Then he adviſed 
EPICHARIS to take a little reſt, and when 
PALAMEDES returned, they ſlept a little to 
refreſh themſelves, deſigning afterwards to 
continue their Journey, thinking now they 
might ſafely venture to travel by day. 


De End ef the Sixth Book: 
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— >7 HEN they waked, they cat ſome 
"= g of their Proviſion, and continued 
their Journey till Night, when 
they arrived at Cumæ; but think - 
ing it not adviſable to lodge in the City, 
they ſought ſome place for ſhelter; and at 
laſt hid themſelves in the Grotto of the Cu- 
mæan Sybil. EPIchARIs at firſt was afraid 


to go in, having heard abundance of Stories 


of this place, and that rhe Sybil had led 
AENEAS to Hell through this Den: but when 


MELINTHUS aſſured her theſe things were 


fabulous, ſhe was the moſt courageous, and 
ventured furtheſt ivto the Hollows of it ; 


and being at ſome diſtance from MELINTHUS 
and PALAMEDES, ſhe heard a Moan and diſ- 


mal Lamentations out of the hollow Dun- 
geon of this place, which made her tremble 
for fear, and run to MELINTHvs, telling 
him the reaſon of her being frighted. They 
drew near, and liſten d, and at firſt thought 


it might be Robbers, who had hid them- 


{elves 
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ſelves in that place; but hearkening more 


attentively, they heard theſe words: Ah! 
treacherous Fortune ! How much better is 
it to be unhappy in the beginning, than 
happy, ſeeing thou art ſo changing? How 
cruel are the Favours thou haſt beſtowed 


on me, ſince they only ſerve to make me 


the more ſenſible of the loſs of them? 
How malicious wert thou, to make me firſt 
the Object of Envy, and now of Pity ! but 
what Pity! From whom do I expect it? 
from Men! they have forſakenme; . From 
Heaven? no. From the Earth ? hardly will 
it allow me this ſorrowful Refuge. From 
the Sea? that refuſed me the Succour 1 
ſought of a Burial in her Waves. Alas! 
Love, what wilt thou have me do! ; Doſt 
thou ſuffer me to live, only to have a per- 
petual remembrance. of the Good I once 


poſſeſs d, and the Misfortune that attended 
I 


THIS Man, Aid 1 is cer- 
tainly mad to talk thus to himſelf. You 
know not, ſaid MELINTHUs, what Deſpair 
will drive a Perſon to: and if you knew. 
what Love-was, you would not wonder at 
any thing he ſays. Then finding he began 
to talk again, they. liſten d, and heard him 
lay, But I muſt ſuffer. Cruel Remembrance! 
Agreeable Converſations, formerly the joy, 
now the anguiſh of my Soul! Stormy | 

VOI. I. P Paſſions 
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Paſſions rage! and black Deſpair now takes 
place, and renders me as miſerable, as Love 
can poſſibly do! Do I think to eaſe my 
Grief by theſe vain words! But what can 
eaſe my tortured Mind? Gods! to what 
purpoſe are our Sacrifices, ſince the moſt 
innocentareoften the moſt miſerable! What 
viſible aſſiſtance do we receive? What is 
become of the Inſtructions the Oracle af. 
forded us? Are we more wicked than our 
Fote-fathets? And thou, ſacred Sybil, in 
whole Grotto I now am, if, as they ſay, 
thou art only a Voice, why wilt thou not | 
favour me with a Prophecy, to direct me 
what to do, or when I may expect my 
Sorrows will end? 


SAID EPICHAR1S to MELINTHUS, I 
compaſſionate this unhappy Lover, and I 
will counterfeit the Sybil's Voice, to per- 
ſuade him to return to his Friends, where 
perhaps he may recover his Senſes : But one 
ſhould ſpeak in Verſe ; and IJ am no Poeteſs. 
Repeat aloud, ſaid MELINTHvus, what I ſhall 
whiſper in your Ear : which ſhe did in a very 
clear and diſtin& Voice, as follows. 


The OR A 0 LE. 
Return Thou to that Spot of Earth 


Which gave thee Life, which gave 1 thee 
Birth; 
There 


hee 
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Here, conſtant Lover, thou ſbalt find, 
Fr rom Torment free, a quiet Mind. 


THE poor Wretch hearing this Voice; 
and not doubting but it was the Sybil's, fell 
on his Knees, and cried, Sacted Sybil, I re- 
turn thee thanks for taking compaſſion of 
my Sufferings. I will follow thy advice, 
fot thy holy Voice always ſpeaks truth: 
And if by thy direction and aſſiſtance, my 
Life is happier hereafter, henceforward thou 
ſhalt be the only Deity I will worſhip : 2 
give me leave to remain here one Night. 
will now welcome Sleep, which IJ have * 
baniſh'd from my Eye-lids, and to-motrow, 


I will ſet forward on my Journey, to ſeek 
the Effect of thy Oracle. 


ME LINT HUS and ane : 
were wonderfully pleaſed their deſign had 
ſo well ſucceeded. But PALAMEDES ſaid, 
if they were deſirous he ſhould believe it, 


they muſt not let him heat them, nor find 


them there the next day. EPICHARIS ſaid, 
for her part ſhe had rather go out of the 
place, and ſleep under the Trees. Accor- 
dingly they did, and tied their Horſes to 
ſome of the Trees. The next day, PALA- 
MEDES went to Cajetta, to fee if thete was 
any Ship to be had: And MELINTHUs and 
EPICHARIS ſaw a Man paſs by them at ſome 
mall diſtance; he was pale and lean, and 
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with wild Looks, but had nevertheleſs 4 
good Aſpect, and the Air of a Perſon of 
diſtintion. He ſeemed to have ſome Sa- 
tisfaction in his Countenance, ſo that they 
concluded he was the Perſon to whom Ep1- 
CHARIS had given the Oracle, and that was 
the Cauſe of his ſeeming ſo well ſatisfied. 


EPICHARIS would fain have 
asked him the Story of his Life ; but when 
he ſaw them, he made all the haſte he could 
to avoid them : and when ſhe call'd to him, | 
he mended hispace. What would you know | 
of him? faid MELINTHUs. The World is 
full of theſe croſſes in Love, and he is in 
ſuch a hurry to go, becauſe of your Oracle, 
that it is not likely he will ſtay to ſpeak to 
you: and if he is really in love, he will 
not tell you the Story of his Life. I judge 
by my ſelf, who, upon the like occaſion, 
would not ſpeak my mind to every one. 
No, ſaid EpIcHARIS, if you loved, would 


you not have a Confident? I never yet 


knew the Perſon, ſaid he, I would truſt 
with ſo important a Secret. Don't you 
think, ſaid ſhe, that PALAMEDEs loves you 
too well to. betray or deceive you? I ſhould 
be both ungrateful and unjuſt, ſaid he, to 
think otherwiſe : but he may chance to be 
deccived himſelf, and diſcover unthinkingly 
what 1 myſelf cannot eaſily conceal. And 
what think you of me, ſaid ſhe; do you be- 

lieve 
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lieve I ſhould ever make any diſcovery either 
una wares, or deſignedly? Ion, ſaid M- 
LIN THUs, you are the only one I ſhould dare 
to confide in. Be not concerned then, ſaid 
ſhe, that I know the whole Story of your Life, 
and aflure yourſelf, I would rather die than 
mention a word you would not have known. 
And obſerving he was very much ſurprized, 
MELINTHUS, continued ſhe, I ſhould not 
have ſpoken ſo freely to you, if I did not 
deſign to ſerve you to the utmoſt of my 
power, even with the hazard of my Life, 
not only now, but as long as I live: for 
there is no Man in the world I reſpe&t 
ſo much as I do you, and I ſhall never be 
eaſy till you are ſo, ſince my Miſtreſs's Inte- 
reſt and yours are one and the ſame. ME- 
LINTHUS finding ſhe had been fo well in- 
form'd, ſaid, How! is it poſſible, Epicna- 
RIS, that ſhe has ſaid any thing of me to 
you? Do not be inquiſitive, ſaid ſhe, to 
find out how I came to know both who 
you are, and how ſincere and reſpectful a 
Love you have for my Miſtreſs. Since, an- 
werd MELINTHUS, my Life, and what is 
ſtill dearer to me, is in your power, at which 
lam by no means concern d, I aflure you, 
that next to her, there is no one in the 
world I eſteem like you, nor by whom I 
am ſo deſirous of being eſteem d. Believe 


| me, ſaid ſhe, MELINTHvs, I have an un- 
f common Love and Affection for you, and 
| | 8 * To 
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if I donot ſerve you, it will not be for want 
of good will. lam ſenſible what you are 


capable of, and if I have your Friendſhip, 
I ſhall eſteem my ſelf happy. 


PALAME D E S's a interrup- 
ted this diſcourſe, who told them, there 
was not one Veſlel in the Haven, nor none 
expected: they reſolved to ſtay in that lonely 
Deſart, till they could get one. About 
Noon, EPICHARIS walking about, ſpied a 
little Cottage on the ſide of a high Moun- 


_ - tain, and going in, found an ancient Man 


and his Wife, who earned their Livelihood 
by making wooden Utenſils, which they 
carried and fold at Cumæ; ſeeing three 
Beds, ſhe asked them, if they had any Chil- 
dren : immediately the Tears ſtood in their 
Eyes. EPpicHARis asked them the Cauſe of 
their Grief : They told her, they had had a 
Daughter, whoſe Husband had been dead 
about a Year, and left her with two Chil- 
dren, and that about a Month ſince, ſhe 
and the Children being in the Wood, a Wolf 
came and devoured them, and ſtrangled the 
Mother, EPIcHARIS condoled with them 
for this unhappy Accident, and, giving them 
Money, asked them, if they could let her 
have thoſe two ſpare Beds for two or three 
days. They told her, ſhe was welcome to 
their whole Houſe. EPIcHARIS, very well 
A to have found a Lodging, went and 

ac- 
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acquainted MELINTHUS and PALAMEDES 


with this Adventure. They accommodated 


themſelves as well as they could in this Cot- 


tage, living upon what Proviſion theſe poor 


People brought from Cumæ; and ſometimes 


MELINTHUS, and ſometimes PALAMEDES 
rode to the Haven, to watch when any Veſlel 
came in. They lived in this manner above 


a Week, with no ſmall anxiety and un- 
caſineſs. | 


ONE day PALAMEDES going to Cajerta, 


met a Man riding toward kim, who looked 


very carneſtly at him with wonder and a- 
ſtoniſhment ; he preſently knew him to be 
ARCAS, and went near him to embrace him : 

but ARcas was ſo frighted, that he could 
not believe his ſenſes. Alas! ſaid he, is it 
really you, that I have been ſceking dead, 

and that I find alive! Tis not a Ghoſt that 
thou ſeeſt, ſaid PALAMEDES, but thy Ma- 
ſter's good Friend. And what is become of 
him? reply'd ArRcas. He is not far from 


hence, anſwer'd PALAMEDEsS ; follow me, 


and I will bring thee to him. May the Gods 
favour all your deſigns, ſaid ARcas, for the 
good news you tell me. My dear Maſter is 
then really alive, and the Gods have taken 
care of your Innocence? I think it long 
till I ſee and embrace him. When they 
came near the Cottage, MELINTHUS and 
EURYLAS were ſitting at the Door, and ſec- 
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ing a Man coming with PALAMEDES,. could 
not tell what to think of it; but when 
they perceived it was ARCas, they ran with 
Joy to meet him : he threw himſelf at his 
Maſter's feet, embracing him, and had not 
power to ſtir. My dear Maſter, ſaid he, do 
I ſee you again? MELINTHUS embraced 
him, and asked how all their Friends 
did at Syracuſe, Very well, ſaid ARcas, 
and when they ſee you alive again, will be 
much better: but how could you poſſibly 
get out of the Tower? With the help of 
this young Man, ſaid PALAMEDES, pointing 
to EURYLas. May the Gods and Men be 
his Friends, ſaid he, looking at him, for 10 
bleſſed an Action! EURYLas could not for- 
bear laughing at Arcas's not knowing her, 


and MELINTHUS and PALAMEDES were ſur- 


prized he did not. MELINTHUs asked him, 
if he had never ſeen any body like EURYLas. 
No, ſaid he, except it was EPICHAR1s. Then 
he knew her again, and went and faluted 
her. They asked him, what he had heard 
of them in his Travels? At our arrival at 
Sracuſe, ſaid he, there was a Ship bound 
for Italy. I deſired ARISTIDES and ARIANA 


to give me leaye to return and help you; 


they approved of my deſign, and I imme- 
diately embarked, and in three days arrived 


at Oſtia, from thence I took horſe, and 


came to Rome, where I met a vaſt concourſe 


of People running to ſee ſome extraordi- 
nary 
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nary thing that had happen'd. I being in- 
quilitive to hear all the News I could, to 
find out what was become of you, follow'd 
the Crowd, but heard what I wonder I ſur- 
vived. Tis impoſlible to expreſs the exceſs 
of my Grief, when I was told, that two 
young Sicilians, who had been condemned 
by the Senate to dic, had thrown themſelves 
from the top of the Tower into the River. 
However, I reſolved to aſliſt thoſe who were 
ſeeking the Bodies, that at leaſt you might 
have a burial. But all our labour being in 
vain, and thinking the Waters might have 
carried you away, I came al along by the 
River- ſide. 


WHEN I arrived at  Oftia, I happily 
met with PALAMEDES, who has changed my 
Sorrow into Joy. They concluded not to 
ſay there, but to go to Reggio, where they 
would not fail meeting with a Ship: ſo after 
they had taken leave of their Landlord and 
Landlady, whom they well rewarded, they 
ſet forward on their Journey, not fearing to 
lodge any where, ſince Arcas aſſured them 
they were not purſued, but ſuppoſed to be 
drowned. Being arrived at Meſſma, they 
J kiſſed their native Country, and prayed it to 
be more favourable to them. The next 
Morning they ſet out early, and in three 
days came near Syracuſe, and paſling by 
DICEARCUS's Country-Houſe, PALAMEDES 

2 would 
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would fain have had them go in and reſt 
there; but MELINTHUsS was againſt it, and 
ſaid, they would do better to loſe no time 
to reach Syracuſe : whereupon they conti- 
nued their Journey, being upon a riſing 
Ground, where they could ſee the Plain 


and a Wood that was on one ſide of it, and 


alſo the City of Syracuſe. 
MEL INT HUS, who was foremoſt, 


perceived three Men on foot, armed and 
masked, dragging an old Man, whom they 
had blindfolded, into the Wood by force: 
he watch'd ſome little time, to ſee what 
they would do, then ſeeing their deſign was 
to murder him, he ſet Spurs to his Horſe, 
and in a moment was upon them with his 
Sword ready drawn, and made one of them 
fall dead at his feet, PALAMEDEs coming to 


his aſſiſtance, they ſoon diſpatched them, 


and taking off their Masks, were ſurprized 
to ſee their old Enemies ToxARIS and GA- 
RAMAN TES, whom undeſignedly they had 
puniſhed for their former treachery; then 
unbinding this venerable old Gentleman, 
they found him to be DIcEAR cus. As ſoon 
as he was come to himſelf, he knew them, 
but was then more terrified than before; 
for thinking them dead, he concluded it was 
their Ghoſts, and what confirmed him in 
this Opinion, and increaſed his fear, Was, 
that being ſo greatly amazed, they ſpoke 

not 
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not one word. At laſt, PALAMEDPS re- 
collecting himſelf from his ſurprize, ſaid, 
Alas! Uncle, into what hands was you 
fallen ? Rather tell me, ſaid he, what hands 
lam in at preſent, and whether I am with 
the Dead or the Living? We are not dead; 
anſwered MELINTHUS, the Gods have pre- 
ſerved our Lives to ſave yours this day; 
and I thank them that I was ſo fortunate 
as to come juſt the Moment they were 
going to plunge the Ponyard into your 
Boſom. "Twas you then, reply'd D1ICEAR- 
cus, that prevented this fatal Stroke : May 
the Gods reward you for this ſeaſonable 
Aſſiſtance. But I fear you cannot ſo eaſily 
ſuccour my Neice ARIANA and your Siſter E- 
RYCINE,Who arein the Valley inthe hands of 
near twenty Soldiers. Come PALAMEDES, 
ſaid MELINTHvus, let us fly this inſtant to 
their aſſiſtance. Stay, ſaid DIcEARcus, and 
let us conſult what we had beſt do, for there 
is no danger of their committing any Vio- 
lence, ſeeing they wait for the return of 
theſe three you have ſlain. Know, faid he, 
that GARAMANTES finding my Neice was 
ſole Heireſs of her Father's Eſtate and mine, 
upon the ſuppoſed death of her Brother, was 
ſo inſolent as to ask for her in marriage by 
ToxaRis, who was himſelf in love with 
ERTCINE, MELINTHUS's Siſter. I refuſed 
it in as civil a manner as I could; but they 
attributing this refuſal to contempt, —_ 
| | | ; ne 
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ned revenge, and ſo great was their Ma- 
lice, that knowing I was coming out of 
Town with my Neice, and your Siſter, 
they ſtopt the Chariot, and obliged me, in 


a. very rude and inſulting manner to Take. 7 
and dragged me to this Wood, becauſe, as | 


they pretended, I ſought to be revenged 
of them, and that for their own Security 
they would prevent any Deſign J could have 
againſt them; giving the Soldiers a ſtrict 
charge to take particular care of the Ladies 
till they returned. Now conſider what you 
had beſt to do, for tho' neither of you 
want Skill and Courage, yet it would be 
rather Madneſs than Valour to encounter 
ſuch a Number. No matter, ſaid PALA- 
MEDES, .the-loſs of their Chief will abate 
their Courage. 1 kam thinking, ſaid MxE- 


LINTHUS, we had better dreſs our ſelves in 
the Cloaths of theſe dead Bodies, and put 


on their Masks, and falſe Perriwigs; then 
they taking us for ToxaRIS and Gara- 


MANTES, - we may have ſlain ſeveral cer 


they are aware of our Deſign. ARcas 


coming that inſtant, they ordered him to 


put on the Cloaths of the other dead Body. 


GOING down the Hill, MELINTHUS 
ſaid to PALAMEDES, I ſhould never have 


thought of a Stratagem, or any Methods 
beſides fighting, if in risking our own Lives, 
thoſe of our Siſters, and their Honour, was 
7.5. OT 
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not at ſtake alſo, and upon this one Con- 
ſideration we muſt prefer Policy to Strength. 
Thoſe we are going to meet, have no room 

to doubt our being their Maſters, and ſee- 


1 ing our Swords bloody, they will conclude 


'tis with killing Dickaxcus. When we 
come near the Chariot, we will put them 
up in the Scabbards, and order them to 
wait ſtill in that Place till we return; for 
being mask d, they cannot eaſily diſtinguiſh 


| our Voices; then do you take ERYCINE, 


as you are dreſt like ToxaR1s, who would 
have been her Lover, and I will take Ar1- 
ANA, making ſign to the Soldiers, that we 
are going into the Wood]; then go directly 
to DICEARCUS and EURYLas, and with 


our Horſes make the beſt of our way to 


his Houſe, before they have found out the 
Deceit: which they did, having agreed, 
twas the beſt Method they could take. But 
when they were returned to DICEARCUS, 
and MELINTHUS had taken off his Mask, 
tis not eaſy to deſcribe ARIANAs Aſtoniſh- 
ment in ſeeing him, her Uncle, and Bro- 
ther, whom ſhe thought dead. Be aſſured, 
my dear Neice, ſaid DIcEARcUs, tis ME- 
LINTHUS, and your Brother you ſee, whom 
we indeed thought dead, but who has this 


day ſaved my Life, and your Honour: but 


ſhe could not anſwer one Word, the late 
Fright ſhe had been in, and now the dif- 
ferent Paſſion of Fear and Joy, had ſo —_— 

er 
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her Spirit, that ſhe doubted whether her 
Eyes did not deccive her ; but recovering 
a Nirtle from her ſurprize, 01 my dear Bro- 
ther, O! MELINTHvs, is it really you, or 
your Spirits, which even after your Death 
take care of me? Madam, anſwer'd ME- 
LINTHUS, aſſure your ſelf we are yet alive 
to ſerve you; but we muſt not ſtay here, 
if you deſire to be ſafe from theſe Aſſaſſins. 
Dick AR cus deſired MELINTHUS to take 
his Siſter upon his Horſe, and ordered PA- 
LAMEDES to take ARIANA, and ARCas 
took EURYLAS. 


PALAMEDES asked his Siſter if ſhe 
knew that handſome Youth? Very well, 
ſays ſhe, tis my dear EpIcHARIS, but I dare 
not let my Uncle ſee, how overjoy'd Iam 
to ſee her; I do not doubt but ſhe has been 
very careful in aſſiſting you. Siſter, ſaid 
he, had it not been for her, we had not 
been alive, and, which was worſe, we had 
died a ſhameful Death, by the hands of an 
Executioner. Pray let me hear how you 
made your Eſcape, faid Ar1ana, for 'twas 
generally reported and belieyed, that you 
flung your ſelves from the Top of the 
Tower into the River. Tis thought ſo at 
Rome, replied PALAMEDES, and I will re- 
late to you the Particulars of our miracu- 
lous Efcape 3 but pray tell me firſt, who 
you arc in mourning for. My dear 1 1 

at 


of MELINTHUS. 2323 
ſaid ſhe, with Tears in her Eyes, who did 


not long ſurvive the News of your Death; 
who, to his laſt Moment, regretted his not 
returning back again to Rome, to endea- 


vour to ſave you. They informed one ano- 
ther of all that happened to them, during 
the time they had been abſent. MERLIN 
Hus alſo gave ERYCINE an account, and 
ſhe him, of all that had paſs d at Syracuſe. 
At length they arrived at DicEaRcvus's Coun- 
try-houſe, where ſeeing themſelves in ſafe- 


ty, their Joy was compleat; but unknown 
to DicEaRCcus, MELINTHUS and PALAME- 


DES aſſembled ſome of the Country People, 
and giving them Arms, went to encounter 
the Soldiers, ſome of whom had been in 
the Wood, and finding their Maſters dead, 
told the reſt of their Companions; but ME- 
LINTHUS and PALAMEDES, With theſe few 


arm'd Peaſants attack'd them, and flew the 


greateſt number, and brought five or ſix of 
them Priſoners in the Chariot to Dick- 
ARCUS's Houſe, who received them as in a 
Triumph, follow'd by their Captives. ARI- 


ANA and ERYCINE hearing a more than 
ordinary noiſe, roſe to look what was the 


matter; and ſeeing MELINTHUS and PA- 
LAMEDES at the head of their Equipage, 
admired their Courage, that they would 
venture to encounter ſuch a number of 
Soldiers, rather than let any thing belong- 


ing to them remain in the hands of thoſe 


Vil- 
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Villains. The Priſoners were cloſely 


guarded, in order to be carried to Hra- 
"_ at their return. 


DICEARCUS TE ſenſible of the 


Obligations he had to MELINTHUs, took - 


him apart, and asked, if there was nothing 


he could deſire, in return for the Life he 


owed him? 1 have done nothing, replied 
MELINTHUS, but what was agreeable to 
the Laws of Humanity, even to the greateſt 
Stranger; however, I will not ſlight what 
you are pleaſed to offer, and I ask no o- 
ther Favour, but that you will never beat 
me any ill-will-on account of any quarrel 
or diſpute you have had with my Father. 


DickARcus, ſomewhat out of countenance - 


ſaid, Formerly, indeed, TELEPHUs and 1 
were a little at variance upon the account 
of Party, but at preſent, things are changed; 
injuring you, is the furtheſt off my Thoughts: 

On the contrary, I will employ that Life 


you have preſerved in ſerving you to the 


utmoſt of my power. I beg you, ſaid M- 


LINTHUS, to take an Oath of it before 
PALAMEDEs. That I will with all my 


heart, ſaid DICEARCUs; and having called 


PALAMEDES, MELINTHUS ſaid, DICEARCUS 
is willing to oblige me ſo far, as to pro- 


miſe, never to injure me upon the account 


of my Father. I wonder, ſaid DicxAR C, 


you can doubt of what I ſay, after ſo gfeat 
an 
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an Obligation as I have to you; but ſince 
you deſire it, I (wear before PaLaMepes; 
and pray the Gods to piiniſh me if evet 1 
break my word. Nay, added PALAMEDEs, 

 MELINTHVUS may reſt aſſured of what you 
| promiſe him; for tis impoſſible to love me 
or wiſh me well, without doing the ſame 
by you, ſeeing I can never enjoy any thing 
without you: And ſurely, faid he to his 
Uncle, his own merit may juſtly entitle 
him to any one's Good-will, and Eſteem; 
After theſe Aſſurances of Friendſhip, D1- 
CEARCUS catried them into hisNeice's Cham- 
ber, who going firſt into the Room unex= 
pected, was very much ſurprized to find 
his Neice kiſſing a young Man: Neice, (id 
he; what do I fee? Is it poſſible you have 
loſt the great regard you uſed to have for 
your Reputation? ARIANA bluſh'd, but 
could not forbear ſmiling. Why, Uncle; 
ſaid ſhe, have you forgot Eyicyari1s? for 
'twas ſhe ſtill difguiſed: DicEARcus ſaid; 
another might have been miſtaken. After 
he had aſſured her how overjoy'd he was; 
to ſee them all ſafe return d into their owrt 
Country, he asked AkIANA how ſhe did 
after her fright. My Brother's return, Sir, 
faid ſhe; has baniſh'd both Fear and Sorrow 
from my Mind. Well, ſaid he, I will 
leave you with this good Brother, and MEV 
LINMTHUs with ERYCINE, for no doubt but 
you have a great deal to ſay to each other; 

VOL. I. Q. then 
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then he went directly out of the Room. 
Indeed, Siſter, ſaid PALAMEDEs, I have al- 
ready told you, all I have to ſay, and 1 
think a Siſter's Converſation but dull and 
inſipid; at leaſt tis what I will not chuſe, 
when there is another Lady in the Com- 
pany: and immediately he went and fate 
him down by ERYCINE to talk with her, 
leaving MELINTHUsS With his Siſter. ARI. 
Na, to berevenged, ſaid to him, Brother, 
I admire at your humour, for being ſo ſoon 
comforted after what I told you. This 
_ ſomewhat mortified him. MELINTHUS 
took this opportunity of ſaying to ARIANA, 
Madam, with the utmoſt grief 1 heard of 
your loſs, which, without doubt, you were 
Fenſibly affected with. I could not be ex- 
empted from Misfortunes, ſaid ſhe, whilſt 
my Brother and you were ſo cruelly per- 
ſecuted ; but lown my affliction was greater 
than I thought I could bear, without this 
addition. Innumerable are the Tears I 
have ſhed ſince I left you; you ſee a Face 
that plainly ſhows how much it has ſhar d 
in the Anguiſh and Troubles of my Mind, 
and think, if you can, of the Deſpair and 
Horrour that filled me a few hours ago, 
when you delivered me out of the hands 
of thoſe vile Aſſaſſins; having loſt a Bro- 
ther, whom I tenderly loved, then the beſt 
of Fathers; ſeeing them going to kill my 
Vacle, the caly Support I had left, and _ ſelf 
ex- 
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expoſed to the Power of barbarous Villains; 
who had no regard to Laws either divine or 
human. Madam, ſaid MELINTHUs, we owe 
our Livesto you, ſince you have ſaved them 


by ſending EICHñARIs to our afliftar:ce. But 


Madam, ſaid he, dare 1 remind you'of the 
Perſon you called upon, as Te as you 
was recovered of the Fright > She bluſh'd, 
and a little after ſaid, I do remember, and 
give you leave to put as adyantageous a Con- 
ſtruction upon it, in regard to your ſelf, 


as you pleaſe. 


ME L INT HUS, tranſported with joy, 
ſaid; Madam, aſſured of this, may I hence- 
forward, without offence, take the liberty 
of ſpeaking what I think? His faultering 
in his Speech, and changing his Counte- 


nance, plainly ſhow'd ARIANa the great 


reſpect he had for her, and how featful he 
was to ſay any thing to diſpleaſe her. 


MxLIx Thus, anſwerd ſhe, I have had 
ſufficient tryal of your Friendſhip and Dif 

erection, you ſhall not ſay a word more 
to aſſure me of it. How obliged I am to 
you, Madam, for your good opinion of 


me! Talk not of Obligations to me, 


ſaid ARIANA, thoſe I have to you, are in- 


finitely greater; but to requite them, I 


give you my Soul. Your Soul! Madam, 


faid MELINTHvUs, dare I believe my Senſes? 
But can I doubt the truth of any thing that 
Q 2 comes 
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comes out of that mouth > This Heavens 
born charming Soul will then be mine, and 


vouchſafe to animate a Body ſo unworthy 


of it; and accept of mine in its ſtead. 
MELINTHUS, ſaid ARIANA, you miſunder- 
| ſtand me, you would be a great loſer by 
this exchange; but I give you a part of my 


Heart, which henceforward I give you the 


diſpoſal of, in exchange for yours, which 
I am not inſenſible Iam poſſeſſed of. 


JOY fo ſeized upon MELINTHUs, that 


he could not anſwer one word; but this 
diſorder confirmed ARTANA of the Sincerity 


of his Paſſion, more than any thing he could 


fay. After ſome time, Madam, ſaid he, 
] want words to expreſs the tranſport of 
my Soul; but you may judge of the ſince- 
rity of my Paſſion by my Joy, and you 
ſhall know it by the inviolable reſpe& and 
eſteem I ſhall always have for you, when I 
have made known who Jam. And ſhould I 


be poſſeſſed of my Right, I ſhall always re- 


member the condition I was in, when 
you was pleaſed to be ſo favourable to me. 
MELINTHUs, anſwer'd ſhe, tis now high 
time to think of making your ſelf known; 
and if you approve of my Advice, acquaint 
my Brother with it, that we may conſult 
what method to take; for ſince my Father's 
death, arrived here from Corinth Pisis- 
TRATUS, Son to CALLISTENES, ACIDALIA'S 


Dncle, 
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Uncle, who was chiefly inſtrumental tomy 


Uncle marrying her, after ſeveral years 


Courtſhip. The Fame of my being left a 
great Heireſs, I ſuppoſe has brought him 
here, and with him, Letters from his Father 
to my Uncle; wherein he deſires him to do 
the ſame good Office for his Son, as he 
formerly did for him. 


PISIST RATUS, relying upon my 
Uncle's Favour, and his having the little 
Obligation to his Father, does not in the 
leaſt doubt of the Succeſs of his Voyage; 
but ſcems aſſured, that with the reſpect he 
pays my Uncle, and the great Affection he 
ſhows me, he ſhall marry me, and take me 
to Corinth in the ſame Ship that brought 
him here, which waits for him with that 
deſign. On the other hand, DiocLEs is 
more preſſing with my Uncle than ever, 
and he keeps them both in ſuſpenſe, not 
knowing what to reſolve on ; for tho' he 
has vaſt Obligations to CALLISTENEs, he 
does not care I ſhould live at ſuch a diſtance 
from him as Corinth; then reflecting again 
how rich he is, and that his Houſe is much 
more noble and illuſtrious than that of 
AMINTAS, he knows not how to refuſe ſuch 
an offer. You would do well then to de- 
clare your Birth, and then make an Exa- 
mination and Inquiry after your Eſtate. 
Madam, faid he, Iam highly obliged to.you 


— for 
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to find your Advice agree with my Delign ; I 
hope I ſhall meer with a favourable Re- 
ception, for the Syracuſians have reaſon to 
love me, and DIcEAR cus has obliged hi 

ſelf by Oath, not to bear me any ill-w 


upon my Father's account. I think, re- 


plied ARIANA, the ſaving his Life might 
oblige him to much more; and I regret 


but one thing only, which is, that all we 


can do, may rather be deem'd Gratitude 
than Affection. I ſhall always receive it, 


Madam, anſwered MELINTHUS, as pure 


Friendſhip and Favour, for all my Actions 
could not deſerve one of theſe obliging 
Expreſſions. 


THIS agreeable Converſation ended by 
Dick ARcus's coming into the Room, to 
take MELINTHUs and his Nephew to ſee 
the Beauty of his Gardens, and the rich 


Furniture of his Houſe ; which was an an- 


cient noble Structure, finely ſituated, and 
reputed to be the ſame that the Hracuſians 
made a Preſent of to TIMOLEON, to en- 


gage him to live amongſt them with his 


Family, which he accepted of, and left 
Corinth, to enjoy the Peace and Liberty he 
had acquired for all Sicily: and for a Mark 
of its Antiquity, DICEaRcvus had left ſome 
of the Ruins remaining, which he ſhowed 
MEL INTHUS 3 amongſt them were whole 

Pillars 
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Pillars of the Corinthian Order ſtill ſtand- 
ing. DICEARCUS had made this one of the 
ſtatelieſt Houſes in all Sicily, with exceed- 
ing fine Walks, Fountains and Canals. Mx- 
LINTHUS was loſt in admiration, and took 
particular care to remark the Beauties of it 
o picaſe DICEARCUs : but above all, he ad- 
mired a fine Park, where Art and Nature 
both conſpired to make it delightful. Then 
they were called to Supper, where their 
Adventures furniſhed them with a Subject for 
Converſation. But DIckARcus, who was 
wonderfully taken with MELINTHUS's ex- 
traordinary Genius, after Supper entered 
into diſcourſe with him of publick Affairs, 
to which MELINTHUS readily anſwer'd with 
ſuch profound judgment and ſtrength of Rea- 
ſon, as if he had been wholly train'd up 


in the Art and Maxims of governing, that 


DickARcus was ſurpriz'd. The Ladies were 
retired to their Apartments, and it begin- 
ning to be late, DIckARcus told MeLIN- 
THUS, he believed they would be glad of 
reſt; and that he himſelf would wait of ME- 
LINTHUs to his Chamber. PaLAaMEDEs and 


he, as they uſed to do, choſe to be together. 


WHEN they were alone, MELIiNnTHuS 
embracing him, ſaid, My dear Friend, tis 
time to acquaint you with the Secret of my 
Life, that you have hitherto been ignorant 
of, Is it poſſible, ſaid PAL AMR DEs, that 


24 you 
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vou have concealed any thing from me! 
ou will own, replied MELINTHUS, I was 
in the right, and will not be angry, when 
you know that it was the exceeding Love 
you have for me, that obliged me to con- 
ceal it from you. My dear MELINTHvus, 
ſaid he, haſte to tell it me; and aſſure 
your ſelf I will not upbraid you with con- 
| cealing it from me, but be ready to ſerve 
you to the utmoſt of my power, When 
MELINTHus had told him who he was, with 
all the Particulars aforementioned, PALA- 
MEDES liſtned with pleaſure and aftoniſh- 
ment to the Story of a Life, attended with 
ſuch remarkable and extraordinary Circum- 
ſtances. Surely, ſaid he, DiocLEs will never 
pretend to diſpute your Right, after ſuch 
plain convincing Proofs and Demonſtra- 
tion. However, if fair means will not do, 
he ſhall find he ſhall be made to do you 
juſtice. - This is the very reaſon, ſaid M- 
LINTHUS, I did not acquaint you with it 
ſooner, knowing the great Friendſhip you 
have for me, would have made you impa- 
tient to diſcoyer it before twas convenient: 
Now you will own this a much more pro- 
per time. But there remained yet another 
Secret to reveal, and that was his Love for 
ARIaNa, which he could not ſo readily 
relate. PALAMEDES perceiving by two or 
three words he let fall, from whence pro- 
geeded this . ſaid to him, My dear 
Friend, 
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Friend, you may ſpare your ſelf thetrouble 
of telling me, what I already know, as 
well as you; and you have heard me ſay 
how deſirous I am it ſhould be fo, as much 
for my Satisfaction as yours. Permit me 
then from this inſtant to call you Brother; 
as we are already ſq in Will and Affection, 
I hope ſo we ſhall be really; for my Siſter 
being ſenſible of your ſuperiour Merit, and 
the great Obligations ſhe has to you, can- 
not chuſe but love you : And for my Uncle's 
part, he held a long diſcourſe with me con- 
cerning you, and intimated as if he had 
ſome ſuch deſign himſelf. You will oblige 
me, ſaid MELINTHUs, in telling me, what, 
he thinks of me. You cannot imagine, 
ſaid PALAMEDESs, how ſenſible he is of the 
Obligations he has to you, and he ſtudies 
to find out how to lay as great an Obliga- 
tion upon you, . He has now the opportu- 
nity, reply'd MELINTHvs, of obliging me 
with my Life, as I did him with ſaving his. 
He is not far from it, faid PALAMEDES, 
for there is nothing he is more deſirous of, 
than to preſerve his Authority and kee 
in S Mracufe. 


H E told me, that tho TELEPHUS was 
not his Friend, he knew none that could 
better maintain our Intereſt and Credit than 
you, who are ſo much beloved by the Peo- 
ple; and that we had a fair opportunity of 
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being ally'd to you for ever, by a Perſon 
you had purchaſed, by delivering her out 
of the hands of thoſe Soldiers. Then he 
added, he believed ſhe would not be againſt 
it, by ſome words ſhe let fall, when ſhe 
firſt ſaw you, and knew you again after 
her fright ; by which he judged ſhe did not 
hate you, and that you had a love for her. 
That he was very glad he was no farther 


engaged with DI1OCLES and PISISTRA TUS, 
but was ſtill at liberty to determine of our 


good fortune and yours, which he ſhould 
make his ſtudy, in order to return ſo great 


an Obligation. This Diſcourſe was almoſt ; 


as agrecable to MELINTHUS, as that of A- 
RIANA ; and he found that DIcEARCvus had 


no objections, except the inequality of their | 


Fortune ſhould occur. But ſaid PALAMEDES, 


what you have juſt been telling me, anſwers | 


that Objection. 


AS they had talked the beginning of 


the night, ſo ARIANA and ERYCINE, wak- 
ing long before day, engaged in a Diſcourſe. 
Who will be the happy Man, faid ERyciINE, 
that will one day be admitted into this Bed? 
ARIANA anſwer'd, ſmiling, Perhaps one in 
whom you have an Intereſt. ERYCINE 
bluſh'd, concluding ſhe ſpoke of AMINTAS, 
who loved her, and whom ſhe loved; and 
not ſeeming to be any way concerned, I 
have no regard for their ee ſaid ſhe, 

who 


— . * LAS. . . 
CTC es + EN <> 3 2 
1 n IIS SFFE!!!! m pd . 
OCT * E 2 r y 
PS EB eee Eh aaNet TE age! ors . 
1 „ CT ELIE We Mo otters = 55 o Ce A On My he we a 
7 0 A! K . 1131 Sp 5a N i, Mob” erg na nap 1 
1 N 8 0 2 8 8 8 ye 8 ws en e IP 


. p . A W W m AS eo. IL. IL 


r 


» 1 — ig 2 * * : 
EEO IE ENS SOS LA NG 1 OS; > x © > ne ö — ä 
. — S & EE Cage” * , 
i FEES PPP 5 Dae N Fo "PI 
EN TIT IN ey F 2 RR 57 1 we n eee ee r 


of MELINTHUS. 235 
who have none for mine. ARIANA know- 
ing her miſtake, ſaid, And wha do you think 
I mean ? AMINTAs, ſaid ſhe, becauſe you 


have heard he loved me. Aſſüre thy ſelf, 
dear ERYCINE, ſaid ARIANA, I am far from 
thinking of him, he is a Perſon I never 
1 ſpoke to, nor never deus ſpeak to as long 
as Llive. Nevertheleſs, anſ{w<r'd ERYCINE, 
lately every body thought it would be a 


Match. Never ſaid ARIANA, did it go ſo 
far; for I do not ſo eafily and fo ſoon make 
my Rctolutions. But pray, ſaid ſhe, how 


could AMINTas bear to hear of his Father's 
making propoſals for me, after having loved 


you? Whence proceeds this Change and 
Coldneſs? Was it on your ſide or his? 
Neither, anſwer d ſhe ; and if you will pro- 
miſe me faithfully never to marry AMIN- 
TAS, I will tell you the Story of our Love. 
I can eaſily ſwear it, ſaid ARIANA, and 
aſſure you, I will not make us all three 
miſerable: but you will oblige me very 
much in telling the Story. 


The Story of AMINTAS and ERYCINE. 


HE Affections we are born with, faid 

1 ERYCINE, and that we have as it were 

ſuck'd in with our Nurſe's Milk, take ſuch 

deep root, and become ſo ſtrongly habi- 

tual, that to root them out, requires our 

utmoſt Efforts and Violence upon * 
| an 
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and is like parting with an Eye or a Hand: 
what ſtill increaſes the Difficulty, is, that 
our Paſſion gains ſtrength before the leaſt 
Dawn of Reaſon appears. This, Lown to 
you, is the cauſe I have reſolutely ſuffered 
ſo much in ſpight of the Croſſes AMINTAS's 


Love and mine has met with; and to tell 


you the beginning of our Love, I muſt alſo 
relate to you the beginning of my Life. 


' SINCE my Brother Mr. rNruUS was 
born, my Mother HyPErRTa had ſcvcral 
Children dead born; but after ſhe made a 
Vow to LUciNa, ſhe was brought to bed 
of me, which was no ſmall joy in the Fa- 
mily; and DiocLESs, who was one of my 
Father's intimate Friends came to congra- 
tulate him, and brought his Son AMINTAS 
with him, who was then about five or ſix 
years of Age: They told him laughing, 
and diverting themſelves, that I ſhould be 
his Miſtreſs; which he agreed to, and deſired 
to. kiſs me. I believe at that time, he could 
make no fine Speeches, nor have any great 
liking to ſuch a little troubleſome dumb 
Miſtreſs. He ſent every Morning to know 
how I did, and afterwards came frequently 
to ſee me; ſometimes he would bring a 
Noſegay, then kiſſing my Hands, would 
preſent me with it; another time, a little 
Plume of Feathers, which they would pin 
upon my Head: he was wonderfully _ 
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when I began to talk, and his Love ſeemed 
to increaſe ; and I finding him complaiſant 
and ready to do whatever I deſired, had a 
friendſhip and kindneſs for him, as tis na- 
tural for Children to love thoſe who do not 
contradict them. We had a thouſand childiſh 
Plays, where I was always Miſtreſs, and he 
Servant; I commanded him with mildneſs, 
and he obeyed with pleaſure. Thus we paſſed 
our tender years in this agreeable manner. As 
he grew up, he ſtill continued to loye me; for 
which no other account can be giyen, but 
that it was become habitual. For my part, I 
began to think theſe little Liberties improper, 
and reſolved to be more reſerved : he never 
minded it, nor was in the leaſt ſurprized, for 
he is of a humour, not to be much affected 
with any thing, as you may judge by what 
I am going to relate; and he took no fur- 
ther notice, than to ſay to me one day, One 
would think, my charming Miſtreſs, that 
you did not love your Servant as you uſed 
to do. I had then Senſe enough to anſwer 
him: Pray, ſaid 1, let us quite lay aide 


| theſe Names, which belong neither to the 


one nor the other. He, without accuſing me 
of Inconſtancy, contented himſelf with 
telling me, twas impoſſible to lay aſide 
theſe Names, ſince he had neither the Will 
nor the Power. If tis impoſſible to you, 
faid I, *tis very poſlible to me; and from 
this moment, I diſown the name of your 

| Miſtreſs. 
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Miſtreſs. That, anſwer d he, does not de- 
pend upon you. On whom then, replied I? 
On me, ſaid he; for remaining ftill your 
Servant, of neceſſity you muſt be my Miſtreſs. 
And what if I forbid you, ſaid I? Then you 
own you have a power over me, ſaid he, 
and tacitly acknowledge your ſelf my Miſ- 
treſs. You may interpret my Words as 
you pleaſe, ſaid I; but I will no longer be 
cal'd your Miſtreſs. Since you give me 
leave, ſaid he, to put what conſtruction I 
think fit upon your words, I will under- 
ſtand them that you love me, but will not 
ſhow it. And I will not complain of this 
Change, ſaid he; for not long ago, you de- 
clared before a whole Room full of Com- 
pany, that you loved me, and perhaps at the 
ſame time did not; and now you will 
really love and conceal it. Flatter your 
ſelf, ſaid I, as you pleaſe ; but I know what 
Iam reſolved on. Then I left him, and 
went to ſome Company that was juſt come 
to viſit my Mother. 


SOME time after, it being reported 
that DlocLES was become exceeding rich, 
with theſe Advantages AMINTAS imagin d 
himſelf ſure of my Love; and I thought it 
behoved me to ſhow more coldneſs and in- 
differency than ever, inſomuch that I ne- 
ver let him have an opportunity of ſpeak- 
| ing to me alone: and Ibelieve he 
2 e 
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ed that was partly the Cauſe of ſo great a 
Change in my Behaviour. One day in 
particular he came when we had Com- 
pany, and how he contrived to put a Let- 
ter in my Pocket, I cannot imagine: how- 
ever, I took no notice of it, to any one; 
bat when L was alone, I found it was thus : 


Letter fue AMINTAS 0 ERYCINE. 


1 RE I conſtious of any Fault, in 
regard to you, I ſhould not take the 
liberty 4 to ask the Cauſe of your rigorous 
treatment. But having always ſtudied to 
pleaſe you, and Serve. you faithfully, I dare 
venture to ſay tis impoſſible you can bear 
me any itl-will, whatever you may feign. 
Perhaps you do it 4 try me; but if you de- 
n to yer me happy, after a confu, Arabi 
time is paſt in Far: le 4 anxiety, I be 
ou rather gf make me happy now, and 


ow us both from ſuch a ſbare of Tor- 


ments. I am not ambitious of the glory 
of knowing how to ſuffer ; rather let Love 
prevail with you now, than Fuſtice then; 
and in rendering me happy at preſent, you 
will oblige me 1 A to love you as well as 
by affeftion, which forces me now to bear 


ww hae ver Treatmeni 1. meet with. 


I was a little angry with him in my 
— for daring to write to me, and at the 
l liberty 


—— — 
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liberty he took in his Letter. However, 
this humour of conſtruing every thing to 
his own advantage did not diſpleaſe me; 
ſometimes I accuſed my too eaſy and affable 
Carriage ; on the other hand, I was pleaſed 


that my indifferency and reſervedneſs had 
no other effect, becauſe I behaved myſelf 
but as 1 ought, and nevertheleſs he continued 
to love me. At this time I acquired the 


Love of M1SANDER, if it may properly be 
ſo called; for you would laugh to hear a 
deſcription of the Humour of that Man. I 
have heard ſpeak of him, ſaid Ax IlANA, and 
that he comes often from Reggio to Syra- 
cuſe, and that he is of a very melancholy 
diſpoſition. Tis impoſſible, ſaid Exrcixx, 


for you to imagine to what a * he is 


ſo, except you knew him; he is AMINTAS's 
Friend, and he brought him one day to our 
Houſe, when my Mother was very ill. The 


affliction I was in, I ſuppoſe, had ſome ſym- 
pathy with his gloomy melancholy Tem- 


per, and might be the Cauſe of his Love for 
me 3 his diſcourſe rather tended to ſhow me 
that I had reaſon to be afflicted, than to 
comfort me; his Mind not ſupplying him 
with any Reaſons of that ſort, and aſſuring 
me he bore a part in my Grief, I ſuppoſe 
he thought he had made a declaration of 
his Paſſion, for he was not uſually ſo com- 
plaiſant. Thinking then he was weltenough 
acquainted to viſit us again, he came when 

my 
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my Mother was better, and I was over-joy'd 
at her recovery ; my Chearfulnefs did not 
wholly withdraw his Affection, which my 
Sadneſs had gained me, but he remained 
dumb to all I ſaid. Some little time after, 
finding that I treated him with Afﬀability 
and Courteſy, as is my way, he took the 
liberty of complaining of me, as if he would 
intimate I was unjuſt and cruel in not an- 
ſwering his Love, tho he never had told me 
he loved me. Having no occaſion to ſa- 
tisfy him, I let him indulge his ſplenetick 
Chimæras, and when I received him with 
Coldneſs and Indifferency, then all his diſ- 
courſe turned upon his Unhappineſs, that 
even thoſe who were good to others, uſed 
him with contempt and diſdain; that in his 
Company, they affected favouring others to 
mortify him: in ſhort, it was a torrent of 
Lamentations upon his wretched Fortune. 
I never heard of fo odd a Humour in my 
life, ſaid ARIANA, and yet at the ſame 
time it is very diverting. Tis impoſſible, 
ſaid ERYCINE, to give an exact deſcription 
of it; but I have obſerved that ſuch Per- 
ſons can never be pleaſed, for they always 
interpret every thing to their own diſad- 
vantage, to confirm them in their opinion of 
being unhappy. If I treated him with mild- 
neſs and courteſy, it was feigned he ſaid : if 
with coldneſs and indifferency, it was with 
the utmoſt contempt. If I ſpoke to him, 
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it was in ſuch a manner, he ſaid, as plainly 
ſhewed the little Eſteem I had for him; 
that he was ſenſible his room was more ac- 
ceptable than his company : in ſhort, he ye- 
rified what I had heard my Brother ſay of 
him, that of all the Paſſions, only the un- 
happy and diſagrecable fell to his ſhare, as 
Sorrow, Melancholy, Fear, Jealouſy, De- 
ſpair, Miſtruſt: and upon this he made a 
fine Remark, That every thing had two 
Faces, which, conſidered in different views, 
had divers effects; as in Battle, a courageous 
Perſon thinks of nothing but Fame and 
Conqueſt, and is almoſt ſure of Victory; a 
Co ward thinks of nothing but Death, which 
fills him with horror and confuſion. I 
had then two very different Lovers, one that 
was ever complaining without reaſon, the 
other always pleaſed and ſatisfied whatever 
my Behaviour was to him. I muſt own I 
did not diſlike AMINTAs: for the other, 
I leave you to judge if he was an Object 
to be loved; and tho' I wiſhed he had not 
took it into his head to viſit us, yet it was 
not in my nature to be rude enough to 
forbid him the Houſe. But AMINTas ſup- 
poſing I did not hate him, never failed 
coming, and would certainly have found 
.out ſome expedient to rid the Houſe of 
him, if I had not reſtrained him. He in- 
troduced him, but he dearly repented it; 
for MISANDER was hardly ever from our 
| Houſe: 
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followed me, and where- ever he was, would 


tohis. 
right Method to perſuade me to let him ſee 
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when I went out, he certainly 


hardly fpcak three words in three hours. 
But the oddneſs of this Temper ! you are to 
eſteem their Sighs as an agreeable Conver- 
ſation, their Silence as Diſcretion and Pru- 
dence, and their weariſome Importunities 


for Service that can never be ſufficiently 
rewarded. 


MISANDER RP exhauſted 


AMINTas's Patience, he found a Stratagem 


to be rid of him, as odd and uncommon 
as he knew his Temper to be: for one 
day AMINTAS and I talking of him, were 
of opinion, that his Humour was to perſiſt 


where he had no encouragement ; and that 


if he thought his Addreſſes would be accep- 


ted, he would certainly abſent himſelf, at 
leaſt leſſen and ſhorten his Viſits: 


For M1- 
SANDER happened one day in diſcourſe to 
ſay to me, that he thought it unpardonable 
in our Sex, to ſhow the leaſt love or liking 
Judge you, if he did not take the 


I loved him. 


AMINTAS wrote a Letter in my 
name, and being at our Houſe, he pretended 
he had received it from Reggio with other 
Letters, and deſired one of our Servants 


might carry it, becauſe MISANDER's Lodg- 
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ings was near us, without ſaying from 
whence they had it. DOE 


Letter from ERTC INE to 
5 MISCAN DEN. 
yo UR Reſpect has overcome my In- 

differency, and your reſerved Complai- 
ance gain d all the Eſteem you can wiſh ; 
but as your Modeſty will not give you leave to 
ſpeak, I would ſend this to aſſure you, that 
1 ſhall be very well pleaſed with an 
Anſwer, to know the Simcerity of your 
Paſſion. 


AMINTAS being ſure he received 
this Letter, went immediately to viſit him, 
to ſee how it ſucceeded; and accoſting him 
with the familiarity of a Friend, told him, 
he was juſt come from me, and that he be- 
lieved Iſhould let him die for Love, with- 
out having the leaſt regard or compaſſion 
for him, tho' he left nothing undone to 
deſerve it. You merry pleaſant Fellows, 
{aid MISANDER, know not how to behave 
yourſelves to the Ladies. Do you imagine 
the Liberties you take agreeable to them? 
It requires no ſmall ſhare of Diſcretion to 
behave yourſelf as I do. What, faid A- 
MINTAs laughing, do you believe your me- 
lancholy Silence pleaſes them? that indeed 
would be liking the Humour in the _ 

tag 
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the moſt diſagreeable and hateful. This 
he ſaid to urge him to produce my Letter, 
and MISANDER did not baulk him ; for 
with a diſdainful Smile he ſaid, But this me- 
lancholy Silence has gained me a Favour that 


all your Airs and Gaiety can't boaſt of. Pray, 


ſaid AMINTAS, what reaſon have you to 
imagine that ERYCINE likes and approves of 
your Humour? Then walking about the 
Room. in a ſtately manner, By the aſſured 
Pledges I have received, anſwered he. You ! 
ſaid AMINTAs; you only dreamt ſo, for 1 
can aſlure you I have heard her ſpeak yery 
ſlightingly of you. That is becauſe ſhe 
would conceal the Love ſhe has for me, re- 
plied he. But ſince you queſtion the truth 
of what I ſay, pray read that Letter, and be 

convinced. AMINTAS pretended to be in 


a very great Rage and Paſſion at finding him 


more favoured than himſelf, and flung the 


Letter into the fire, that he might not have 


it in his power to ſhow it to any body clſe ; - 
then ſaid a thouſand things, like one pro- 


voked with Jealouſy, to leſſen me in Mi- 
 SANDER's eſteem, who was angry he had 


burnt my Letter. What, ſaid AMINTas, 
can you eſteem her Favours that writes to 


you firſt, and can you pardon this freedom 


in a young Lady? Sure ſhe is deſirous we 
ſhould ſee ſhe can write, ſince ſhe will not 


Nay till we write to her. Here is a Letter 
of the ſame hand ; then throwing that into 
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the Eire too, I deſpiſe, ſaid he, a Favour 
ſhe makes ſo common, and proteſt I will 
never ſee her again. In ſhort, he gained his 
ends, for MISANDER ſwore, Norl neither. 
In my opinion, ſaid ARIANA, he run the 
hazard of your Reputation, I told him 
ſo, ſaid ſhe; but he aid, whoever was ac- 
quainted with MISANDER and me, Was . 
never believe him. 


THUS I loſt my amiable MISANDER, 
but AMiIN TAS did not long enjoy the ef- 
fects of his Succeſs, for DiocLEs and my 
Father having ſome diſpute, he was forbid 
coming to our Houſe, and I was ſtrictly 
charged not to ſce him; and ſoon after 
twas reported, that DiocLES propoſed him 
for you: And one day when he came to 
ſpeak to me in the Temple, telling me 
What an affliction it was to him, I deſired 
him to ſtudy to pleaſe the beautiful ARr1- 
ANA. I know, ſaid he, that ARIANA is 
admired by all Syracuſe, and you may rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe I eſtcem her, knowing ſhe 
is not only one of the greateſt Beauties, 

but moſt accompliſh'd Ladies of the whole 
City; but her extraordinary Merit ſhall 
never make me wanting in my Fidelity to 
you. How do you dare to talk to me in 
this manner, ſaid I, when I know you make 

| your addreſſes there? Say my Father doth, 
if you pleaſe, ſaid he; but tho he imagines 
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I would agree to it, I hope abundance of 
things may happen before he obtains what 
he deſires. DicEarRcus does not love my 
Father, and will never conſent to it, and 
ARIANA has too great a Soul to care for 
one that is indifferent to her; and ſet the 
caſe every thing was agrecd and concluded 
on, I would go where they could not hear 
of me, till the beautiful ARIANA was mar- 
ried; ſhe deſerves a whole Heart, and mine 
can be no others but ERycine's; in pre- 
ſence of the Gods we worſhip, I ſwear, and 
I pray them to puniſh me for Perjury, if 
I ever prove unfaithful. | 


HE ſpoke this ſo earneſtly, that 1 began 
to think he had no deſign of deceiving me, 
and Ianſwer'd, that time alone could make 
me judge of the truth of what he ſaid. 
Since then, he has often repeated the ſame 
Proteſtations, and whatever report there was 
of your Marriage, I have never perceiv d 
any alteration in his carriage, for all your 
extraordinary Merit, and his Father's late 
acquired great Poſſeſſions. Pray leſs Com- 
pliments, ſaid ARIANA, and more Sincerity. 
Without flattery, ſaid Exycine, 'twould 
undoubtedly have been a very advantageous 
Change for him; however, 1 was credibly 
informed he never viſited you; and you 
can't imagine what I endured, during this 
= for I had now more reaſon to love 
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him, and leſs likelihood than ever of hay- 
ing him. Think now what a Satisfaction 
your aſſuring me, you will never have him, 


is to me, and that you are under no con- 
ſtraint, having no Father. 


CERTAINLY, ſaid AkIANA, you have 
reaſon to love AMINTAS, for he never 
ſhew'd the leaſt liking or affection for me; 
and fo far from taking it ill, that he ſlight- 
ed me, I highly commend him for his con- 
ſtancy to you; tis a certain ſign of his 
Sincerity and Generoſity, and I wiſh it was 
in my power to ſerve you. But, ſaid Exr- 
CINE, who then can be the Perſon that I have 
an intereſt in? Dear ERYCINE, replied A- 
RIANA, I will give thce leave to gueſs, but 
I muſt not tell thee. Truly, anſwered ſhe, 
you may tel! me for the confidence I have 
put in yon; but will my Brother be the 
happy Perſon? That may be, replied ARr1- 
ANA, and yet my Husband will never be 
thy Brother. I can't comprehend your 
meaning, ſaid ERYCINE. There are other 
Secrets, ſaid ARIANA, that concern thee 
and AMINTAS as much as my ſelf, but 1 
dare ſay no more upon this ſubject. In a 
little time nothing will be conceal'd from 
thee, but reſt ſatisfied with this, that I hope 
to find means to render us both happy. 


JUST 
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_ JUST as they had ended this diſcourſe, E- 
PICHARIS Came into the Room. My dear 
EPICHARIS, ſaid ARIANA, is it poſſible that 
I ſee thee again, and can I ever love thee 
enough for the ſervice thou haſt done me? 
Madam, ſaid EPIcHARIS, the ſatisfaction 
of having done any thing to ſerve you, is 
to me a ſufficient reward; nevertheleſs, I 
will not refuſe the honour of your Friend- 
ſhip, without which I own Life it ſelf 
would be a burden to me. ERYCINE thank d 
her too upon her Brother's account. Being 
late, they were interrupted by MELINTHUS 
and PALAMEDES, who undrawing the Cur- 
tains, called them lazy for being in bed. Mx- 
_ - LINTHUS ſaid, ſo much as the Ladies had 
been fatigued and frighted the day before, 
the whole day was hardly ſufficient to reſt 
them. I dare ſay, ſaid ARIANA, tho' my 
Uncle thinks he has ſhown MELINTHvs all 
that is extraordinary about his Houſe, there 
remains the pleaſanteſt Walk for me to ſhew 
him. It muſt be ſo if you are there, Ma- 
dam, ſaid MELINTHUs. Go, ſaid ARIANA, 
and ſtay for us in the Garden, and as ſoon 
as we are dreſt, we will come to you. 


The End of the Seventh Book. 
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BOOK VII. 


IE Accident that belel DICEAR- 


cus, was known that very Even- 
ing at SHracuſe, and every one 
woas pleasd they had eſcaped this 
danger. But when they knew 'twas thro' the 
means of MEL INTHUs and PALAMEDES, twas 
a general Rejoicing indeed. TELEPHUS and 
HyYPERIA could hardly credit this happy 
News, after having lamented MELINTHUS 
as dead. TELEPHUS would ſoon have come 
to {ce him, had he been at a Friend's Houſe ; 
but as he was not, he only ſent him word 
to be with him as ſoon as poſlible, and not 
to defer giving them this pleaſure and ſa- 
tisfaction. DICEARCUS's Friends came from 
Syracuſe, and congratulated him upon this 
Deliverance, from ſo imminent Dangers 
and thoſe of MELINTHUs and PALAMEDES, 
came in Crouds to ſee them. DiocLES 
did not fail to ſend his Compliments to 
DICEARCUS and his Niece, but PISISTRA- 
TVS came in perſon. The Deputies of the 


City 
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City alſo came to congratulate MRELIN- 
THUS, and told him the great Love he had 
ſhown for his Country, merited their ten- 
dereſt Regard for every thing that concern'd 
him; that Death would have deprived him 
of the Reward of being for ever loved 
and bleſſed by the People: That former- 
ly he had been inſtrumental to the win- 
ning a great Victory in Aſia; but what he 
obtained at Rome, ſurpaſſed any other, 
being both honourable for him and uſe- 
ful to his Country: That he ſcem'd born 
to conquer, and for the welfare of allthat 
were ſo happy as to come in his way; 
being no ſooner arrived in Szczly, but ſome- 
thing occurred to increaſe his Credit, by. 
| ſaving the Lives of others: and they begg'd 
of him to return as ſoon as poſſible to Sy- 
racuſe, to receive the grateful Thanks and 
Praiſes of all the People, whoſe Benefac- 
tor he was: aſſuring him alſo, that if the 
Gods heard their Prayers, he would be the 
happieſt Perſon upon earth. MELINTHUS 
anſwer d, that they did him too muchHonour 
for ſo little Merit and Service; that what 
he had done for his Country, was no more 
than his Duty obliged him to, that each 
one of them would have done às much for 
Sracuſe; and that twas his good fortune 
only to have the means and opportunity. 
But that ſince the Syracuſians were ſo deſirous 
to lay an Obligation upon him, he deſired 
; as 
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as 2 Favour and not as a Reward, that he 
might be heard in publick upon a matter 
of conſequence that concern'd himſelf; 
and that he ſhould make a trial of their 
Love, in deſiring he might have juſtice 
done him. Not only the Ears, ſaid they, 
but the Hearts and Mouths of the Hracu- 
ſians are ready to ſerve you; and if it is 
in their power, they will eſteem it the hap- 
pieſt Day of their Lives. He thanked them, 
and waited on them to DicEarRcvus's A- 
partment, who received them in a very 
honourable and courteous manner, and 
Was very well pleasd they had paid this 
reſpect to MELINTHus, deſigning then to 
give him ARIANA in marriage. 


WHILE DicEarcus wastalkingtothem, 
and PALAMEDES to PISISTRATUS, MELIN- 
THUS took that opportunity of going to 
ARIANA: He told her he was obliged to 
go to Jyracuſe that very day, for that TE- 
LEPHUS, and indeed all the Syracuſians, 
were impatient till they ſaw him. ARIANA 
ſeeing they had ſo little time together, 

took MELINTHUS and ERYCINE by the 
Hand, and charging EpIchARIS to follow 
them, went down a pair of back Stairs, 
which led directly to the Park, without 
going through the Gardens, ſaying they 
muſt take that time to walk at liberty, 
while it was thought they were yet a dreſ— 
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ſing. EPIcHARISs deſigning to favour theſe 
Lovers, pretended to ſhow ERYCINE her 
favourite Walk, and went up another. 1 
am going, ſaid ARIANA to MELINTHUsS, 
to ſhow you the place where I have ſhed 
ſo many Tears, ſince I heard of my dear 
Brother's death, and yours; and as it was 
witneſs of my Sorrow, I will have it now 
of my Joy and Satisfaction. Madam, ſaid he, 
if your joy is equal to mine, I eſteem you 
the happieſt Perſon living; but that is im- 
poſſible, not having ſo worthy a Subject. 
Coming to the Place that ARIANA would 

ſhow him, he ſaw four Springs, which 
ſpouting out with a violent Noiſe, ran 
through a Wilderneſs; in the midſt was a 
Grove of Trees that formed an agrecable 
Shade, under which was a white Marble, 
DI1aNa aſleep, who ſcem'd at her return 
from hunting, to have choſen this cool 
place to reſt in. Then ſitting at DIANAs 
feet, Now, ſaid ARIANA, will you not al- 
low I have brought you to a pleaſant Place? 
Tis much more delightful to me, Madam, 
faid he, than you can imagine ; but I my 
ſelf cannot eſtimate my preſent Happineſs 
as I ought. But may I dare to hope to ſec 
an end of all my cruel Fears and Appre- 
henſions? MELINTHUS, ſaid ARIANA, di- 
miniſh your Fears, for I give you as great 
Aſſurances of my Fricndſhip as is proper for 
me to give, after having had ſuch * 
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Trials and Proofs of yours, and ſuch Obli- 
gations : a feigned Coldneſs and Indifferen- 
cy might more juſtly be termed Ingratitude 
than Modeſty. Madam, ſaid he, if I may 
believe what I hear, compleat my Happi- 
neſs, by aſſuring me that nothing ſhall e- 
ver ſeparate us; I conjure you by my Love, 
by your Beauty and Merit, that cannot be 
equal'd. I promiſe, ſaid ARIANA, that I 
never will have any but MELINTHUS: I 
am obliged by your Merit, yet more by 
your Love; and for the Obligations of hav- 
ing ſaved both my Honour and my Life, 
which I give you, as your own Purchaſe, 
and which you have more right to diſpole 
of than my ſelf. I ſay this now, I have 
no Father whoſe abſolute Power might con- 
tradi and oppoſe my own Choice: now 
I am at liberty to chuſe you; and alſure your 
ſelf, I ſhall know how to keep my Reſo- 
lution. Madam, ſaid he, I want Words to 
expreſs the Tranſport of my Soul ; but ſaid 
ARIANA, tis time to return to ERYCINE 
and EPICHARIs, who will wonder what is 
become of us. If they thought as little of 
us, as I did of them, reply'd MELINTHvus, 
they will be under no great Concern. Was 
I not ſure how well they are acquainted 
with us, ſaid ARIANA, I ſhould not have 
given them leave to have left us. Solitary 
Walks was what MELINTHVUS always ad- 
mired, but never did he leave any with ſo 
great 
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great regret as now. ARIANA went directly to 
 ERYCINE and EpIchARIS, and went up the 


ſame Stair-caſe they came down; and M- 
LINTHUS went out of the Park into the Gar- 
den, where PALAME DES and P1SISTRATUS 


were walking ; and ſeeing MELINTHUs come 


out of the Park, they walked that way to 
meet him. 


PALAMEDES told him he was 
very glad there was any of thoſe Walks ſo 
pleaſing to him, as to invite him from Com- 
pany to viſit them a ſecond time. Indeed, 
ſaid MELINTHUus, I would leave any Com- 


pany for that I have juſt left. Doubtleſs 


your Thoughts are very agrecable to you, 


Jaid PISISsTRATUS. I ſhould be to blame 
indeed, ſaid MELINTHUs, to leave Men's 


Company to be entertained with my own 
Thoughts only ; but ſurely one would leave 

them for the Company of Goddeſles, and 
I ſhould like to have ſtaid longer with 
D1aNna in that Wood. The Place, indeed, 


is extremely pleaſant, reply'd PALAMEDES, 


and the Statue one of the fineſt in all Si- 
city. I own, ſaid MELINTHUs, my Eyes 
were charmed in that place, and I had 


hardly power to leave it; the more one 


underſtands thoſe Works, ſaid PISISTRA- 
TVs, the more one admires them. I dont 
deny, ſaid MELINTHUus, but my Admiration 
proceeds from ſome knowledge; and Kere 
1 = 
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ſure no Man ever came from it better ſa- 
tisfied than my ſelf. I am ſorry, faid 
PALAMEDES, ſince you take ſo much de- 


light in this place, that we are ſo ſoon | 
obliged to leave it; but I hope We ſhall 


come often here. | \ 


WHILE they \ were talking, 3 
had juſt met his Niece upon the great Stair- 
caſe with ERYCINE and EPICHARIS, and 
brought them into the Garden. MELIN- 
THUS gave PISISTRATUS leave to pay his 


Compliments, having more favourable op- 


portunities to pay his in. PI1SISTRATVUS told 
ARIANA he wiſh'd he had been the happy 
Perſon who had ſaved her the day before; 
and that his Love and Courage ſhould have 
cquall'd any whatever, tho' his good For- 
tune did not. ARIANA received all theſe 
compliments and aſſurances of Love, with 
civility and a mild indifferency, not caring 
either to give him room to hope, nor to 
aggravate him with diſdain : But being 
calld to Dinner, ſhe was deliver'd from 
this Converſation. The vaſt quantity of 
Gold-Plate in the Hall where they dined, 
and the magnificence of the Feaſt, diſcover'd 


DicEARCus's haughty oſtentatious Humour, 


which he endeavoured to conceal with an 
affected Courteſy. 


ous „ 


1 
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AFTER Dinner they ſet out for Syra- 
enſe, the Priſoners went firſt bound in a 


Chariot, the Ladies next in a Coach; and 


the reſt of the Company on Horſeback. 
MELINTHUS, With PIS1STRATUS and PALA- 
MEDES, often rid by the ſide of the Coach, 
ſhewing himſelf as agreeable and entertain- 
ing among the Ladies, as he was skilful 


and underſtanding among the wiſeſt Po- 
liticians. e | 


TELEPHUS having notice of their 
coming, came to meet MELINTHUS, and 
lighting off their Horſes, both tenderly em- 
braced ; but being obliged to keep up with 
the reſt of the Company, they had not 
time to expreſs the Joy and Satisfaction they 
felt upon ſeeing each other. TELEPHUS 
had acquainted all his Friends with his good 
News; and the People were prepared to 
meet them, and throng'd the Streets, where 
they were to paſs, inſomuch that at their 
Entry, they were ſurprized to ſee ſuch a 
numerous Concourſe of Pcople. The De- 
puties had placed MELINTHUS in the midſt 
of them; TELEPHUs, DICEARCUS, PALA- 


MEDES and P1SISTRATUS, With the reſt of 


their Friends, follow'd after: Thus he en- 
tered the City, as in Triumph, and heard 
with joy, the Acclamations and good Wiſhes 
of the People, praiſing him, and calling 
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him the Father of his Country. ARIAna 
thought ſhe alſo ſharcd in this honour, and 
was highly delighted to find him ſo well 
beloved, whom ſhe ſo much eſteem d. Af 
ter being ſome little time at DICEARCUs's 
Houſe, where they firſt arrived, all the Com- 
pany took leave of him, and returned to 
their reſpective homes. The Officers of 
Juſtice ſeized the Priſoners, who were tried, 
condemned and put to death. 


HIPERTIA received MELINTHUs at 
his arrival with the tenderneſs of an own 
Mother, and a few days after TELEPHUS 
took him apart, and gave him two writ- 
ten Papers, one was an Atteſtation ſigned 
by HERMOCRATES himſelf, in which he ac- 
knowledged to have given into the hands 
of TELEPHUs, his Son born at Lilebeum, 
named MELINTHUS, who was mark d with 
a Heart on his right Breaſt. The other was 
a Letter from DiocLES to TELEPHUS, while 
he was yet at Lilebeum, wherein he con- 
gratulated and wiſhed HER MOCRATES joy of 
the Birth of his Son; adding, that his being 
mark'd with this Heart, ſignified that he 
ſhould love his Country, and win the Hearts 
of thoſe whoſc Friendſhip he deſired. I 
luckily found theſe two Writings, ſaid TE- 
LEPHUsS, Which I was afraid I had loſt, and 
therefore would not ſpeak of them ; but 
now, doubtleſs, DIocLEs will be convinced. 
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M ELINTHUs was wonderfully pleaſed to find 
theſe likely means of ſucceeding at his ar- 
rival, and told him his reſolution of accy- 
ling DIOCLES in publick; and that upon 
that accourt he had dclired the Deputies to 
let him have an audience of the People. 


AT Hracuſè there was kept an ancient 
annual Feaſt, to return thanks to the Gods 
for the extirpation of the Tyrants, and twas 
always one of the Race of TIMOLEON, who 
preſided at theſe Games, and a Daughter of 
the ſame Family who preſented the Sacri- 
fice, and diſtributed the Prizes. This Feaſt 
drew near, and the Syracuſians knowing 
that MELINTHUS had ſomething to ask, 
would have him ask it that day; ſaying, that 
being not only delivered from the antient 
Tyranny, but alſo by his means from all 
Taxes, nothing could be a greater pleaſure 
to them, than on this Feaſt-day to re- 
ward MELINTHUS in whatever lay in their 
power. MELINTHUsS conſulted ARIANA 
and PALAMEDES, ſaying, he fear d to accuſe 
D1ocCLEs at that Jun&ure, ſince he might 
with reaſon alledge that Feſtival-days were 
not proper times for Accuſations and Judg- 
ments. He ask'd them if they did not think 
_ *twould be better to ſpeak firſt to DlocLEs, 
and try what fair means would do, and 
ſhow him at the ſame time what infallible 
Proofs they had againſt him. To theſe Con- 
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ſiderations it was anſwer'd, That he ſhould 

not let {lip the Opportunity of the Syracu- 
ſans good-will, but accept of their kind- 
re3 while they were in that humour, who 
for his ſake would lay aſide uſual Forms: 

That 'twas dangerous to ſpeak, to DiocLEs, 
ſince there was no likelihood, he would 
reſign up an Eſtate he had long looked upon 
as his own, unleſs obliged and forced, and 
that that would give him time and OPPOr- 
tunity, to ſeek evaſions againſt their Proofs ; 
but £ :at if he were ſurprized, the Guilt 
of his Conſcience would make him at a 
loſs for an anſwer, and immediately con- 
demn him: That ſuch a treacherous Per- 
ſon ought not to be treated with mildneſs, 
but the reaſon alledged by ARIANA was 
much approved of, that the Publick ſhould 
know that MELINTHUS was the Son of 
HERMOCKATES of the Race of PYRRHUS 
and ACHILLES; and that it was not ſuf- 
ficient for one private Perſon to avouch it. 
MEeLINTRUsS was ſenſible that intereſting 
herſelf in the Honour of his Family, ſhe 
Would have her choice approved by all the 
World, and commended her Senſe and 
Courage. Since this is reſolved on, ſaid 
PALAMEDEs, I will deſire my Uncle to let 
me preſide at the Game, that being at the 
head of all the Youth in Syracuſe, it may 
be in my power to oblige D1oCLEs to ap- 
pear, and prevent his * from judgment. 
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IN the mean time, MELINTHUs had the 
ſatisfaction of often ſecing ARIANA; and 
never was there a nearer reſemblance of 
Souls, for they had both ſuch a ſhare of ſolid 
Wiſdom, and ſhining Wit and Vivacity in 
their Converſation, mixed with a noble 
Modeſty, beſides Beauty which Nature had 
{o liberally beſtow'd upon them, that never 
were two more perfect Perſons, nor whoſe 
Merit was more upon an cquality. PisIs- 
TRATUS had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing A- 
RIAN A, Whoſe diſcreet Behaviour made him 
impute her Indifferency to her extraordinary 
Modeſty, rather than any diſlike to him. 


AT laſt this wiſhed-for Feſtival came, 
and PALAMEDES obtained leave of his Uncle 
to officiate in his room. MELINTHUS pla- 
ced himſelf under his conduct, and P3s1s- 
TRATUS alſo, who deſigned that day to ſhew 
himſelf worthy of ARIANA. AMINTAS, 
who was one of the moſt accompliſhed in 
Syracuſe, joined himſelf to them; and M1- 
SANDER, notwithſtanding his natural Diſpo- 
ſition, would make one in this publick Re- 
joicing. ARIANA, attended by the Hra- 
cuſian Ladies, and conducted by her Bro- 
ther and his Company, went to the Temple; 
ſhe was dreſsd in white, and crown'd with 
a Chaplet of Flowers: and preſenting the _ 
Sacrifices upon the Altar of Liberty, ſhe | 
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made the Vows uſual upon that occaſion. 
But hex charming Eyes contradicted and 
made a jeſt of her Words, and deprived all 

who ſaw her of that Liberty _— withed ere 
might perpetually enjoy. 


AFTER the Sacrifices were ended, ſhe 
was led upon a Scaffold ſurrounded with the 
Ladies, as ſhe was in the Temple. The 
Syracuſian Judges, who were to judge of 
the Prizes, ſat below, among whom was 
DlocLES, who little expected to be that 
day judged himſelf. The firſt Exerciſe was 
a Horſe-Race, where moſt of the Youth pre- 
ſented themſelves. Juſt as the Trumpets 
ſounded, a Lark purſued by aHawk flew di- 
rectly into ARIANa's Hand to fave itſelf ; 
the People ſhouted, and MELINTHUsS turn- 
ing his Head to look at ARIANA, miſs d his 
time of ſcrting out with the others ; but 
perceiving his fault, he ſet Spurs to his Horſe, 
and ſoon overtook them, and ruſhing by 
MISANDER, over-threw him, which was a 
hindrance to P1s1STRATUS, who followed 
MELINTHUS : then ſeeing none near him 
but PaLAMEDEs, he ſlacken d his pace, and 
yielded the Victory to his Friend. But For- 
tune ſeemed to reward his Generoſity, for 
one of the Ribbons upon PALAMEDEs's 
Head untying, flew upon MELINTHUS's 
Head in form of a Diadem. Some inter- 
preted this Accident as a Prediction, that 
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MELINTHUS ſhould one day attain to a 
ſovercign Grandeur ; at which the People 
ſhouted and rejoiced. PALAMEDEs acquired 
the firſt Honour, and MELINTHvs the ſecond, 
for being the beſt Lancer of the Javelin ; 
AMINTAS for the Bow, and PisiSTRATUS 
for the Foot-Race, 


THE beautiful Ariana diſtributed the 
Prizes; and MELINTHUS going laſt upon 
the Scaffold, the place rung with the Ac- 
clamations of the People, who had for him 


an unparallel'd Love and Affection. AR1- 


ANA preſcnting him with the Prize, ſaid 
ſoftly, Courage, MELIiNTHUs! It is high 
time they ſhould know who you are. This 
Advice was ſeconded by the deſire of the 


People; andthe moſt ancient of the Judges 
| ſaid to him, Brave MELINTHus, you pro- 
miſed the Hracuſians to let them know this 


day what you deſire of them; they beg you 


to defer no longer giving them this ſatis- 


faction, that theſe Diverſions may end with 
ſo. juſt and agrecable an Action as a Reward 


to your Virtue. PALAMEDES and his Com- 
pany having remounted their Horſes, ſur- 


rounded the Judges and the reſt of the 


People, fo that it was impoſlible for Dio- 


CLES to get away. MELINTHUS, ſtanding 


by Ar1axa, the People being ſilent, began 
thus. | - 1 | ; | 
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ec (FENEROUS $þ 8 yracuſſans, n 
preisd by your deſire, I would not 
© trouble your Sports and Diverſions, having 
«© nothing to ask, but an Accuſation to 
« make. However, being conftrained by 
4 you, and my own juſt Reſentment, I de- 
C clare that it is DiocLEs I accuſe, and who 
« is defired to come out from among the 
" Judges to be condemned by them, When 
ce he is convicted of thoſe Crimes that he 
. cannot deny.“ 


E v E R one fixed their Eyes upon Dio- 
CLES, and he himſelf was in a great Con- 
ſternation: however, recollecting himſelf 
a little, he objected, that this was not a 
proper time to accuſe any Citizen; but 
the People would have MELINTHUsS conti- 
nue his Accuſation, and D1ocLEs was obli- 
ged to leave his Seat among the Judges, 
and hear what MELINTHUS had to lay to 
his charge. Theſe diſturbances being ap- 
FR MELINTHUS reſumed his Diſcourſe. 


« THE Gods can a bear 11 witneſs, that it is 
„ with reluctancy I do any thing to diſpleaſe 
© one of my Fellow - Citizens, in demand- 


ing the Poſſeſſions he unjuſtly with-holds 


from me; and ] believe, had not my Ho- 
e Nour 


ac 
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nour and Credit, as well as my Intereſt 


been concern'd, I had laid aſide my Pre- 


tenſions, and contented myſelf with what 
I have: but the Gods would eſteem me 
unworthy of the Favours they have al- 
ready beſtowed on me, if I let them be 


loſt, and my Silence would rather be 
thought Cowardice than Patience. f 


« 1 believe, Gentlemen, moſt of you 


© have often wondered how DioclL Es ſhould 


of a ſudden become ſo vaſtly rich, ſince 
he neither traded, nor had any publick 
Employ ments; which are the ordinary 
means of attaining a plentitul Fortune. 


The Products of the Earth fall not un- 
ſeen from Heaven in a moment; it is not 


from thence then his Riches ſpring; and 


Eſtates being in the poſſeſhon of any 
Perſon, another has no right to them but 


by acquiſition or ſucceſſion; and know 
not what right DiocLEs has to be Heir 
and Succeſſor to HERMOcRATESs Eſtate z 


neither can he juſtify his Title to it by 


purchaſe. But ſince the Secret of his 
Affairs cannot be known, nor clearly un- 
derſtood, without declaring alſo the Se- 
cret of my Life, I ſhall not conceal any 
thing from thoſe who have ſhewed me 
ſo much Good- will and Affection: and 
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formed of the truth, you will ar 


<< Juſtice where it is due. 
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in anſwer to which, he wrote them a Let- 


06 STRACUSIANS, inp of you 


can remember HERMOCRATES, who was 


ſo unfortunate as to be baniſhed this City. 
He thought D1ocLEs ſo much his Friend, 
that he made no ſcruple of putting: all 
his Eftate in Syracuſe and other parts of 
Sicily, into his hands till his return. But 
HERMOCRATES being loſt, by what ad- 
venture is unknown, D1oCLEs reſolved 
to call that his own which belonged to 
HERMOcRATES. This Uſurpation would 


have been for ever concealed; had it not 


been for another Depoſitum | entruſted 
with a more affectionate and faithful 
Friend. DIocLEs accompanied HERMo- 
CRATES one day's Journey out of the City, 


* 727 then returned home. But TELEPHUS 
cc 


ollowed him to the Haven of Lilebeum, 
where he was to embark for Carthage ; 
and EUPHROSINE, Who was big with 
child when ſhe left Syracuſe, was brought 
to bed of a Son. HERMOCRATES not 
caring to venture the Child upon the Sea, 
deſired TELE HVUs to take it back with 
him to Syracuſe, and bring it up as his 
own till he returned. This DiocLESs 
knew very well, for HERMOCRATES ſent 
him word of it, and ſo did TELEPHUS ; 


ter 


cc 
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te ter of Congratulation. I will not be 


ce afraid to tell my affectionate Country- 
© men that I am this Son of HERMOcRA- 


* TES, whom you have hitherto thought 
ce the DE of TELEpnvs,” 


AT hedtdiis this, all the People ſhouted 


and clapt their Hands; but * 


proceeded: 


« YOU have always loved HERMOcRA- 
TES, and his memory is dear to you; 
and I know that even his Baniſhment was 
« a Proof of your Love and Affection to 
him; ſo I do not doubt but as you loved 


cc 


cc 


4 him, this news will be pleaſing and ac- 


1 ceptable to you. There remains only 
« now to prove what I ſaid, which I will 


do ſo clearly, that you ſhall have no 


room to doubt of my being HERMOCRA- 


« TES&S Son, nor of DIOCLEs's Infidelity and 
ce Breach of Truſt. Beſides ſeveral Wit- 
« nefles I could produce, HERMOCRATES 
“ left a Writing with TELE HñUs, ſigned 
e with his own hand, in which he ac- 
<« knowledges to have left with him a Son 
« of his marked with a Heart on the right 
« Breaſt.” 


TE L EPH U S who was preſent, 
2 this Writing to the Judges, and then 


« DIO- 
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« DIOCLES himſcif anſwering Te- 


« LEPHUSs Letter while he was at Lilebeum, 
« ſaid he was glad to hear of the Birth of 
« HERMOCRATES's Son; and that being 
« marked with a Heart, ſignified that he 
« ſhould win all Hearts, and love . 


cc 


Country. 


THEN TELEPHUS gave this Letter alſo 


to the Judges, which being read aloud, ME- 
LINTHUS ſhow'd his Stomach marked with 
the Heart, and railing his Voice, faid ; 
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« 


« NOW, D1ocLEs, look at this Heart 
that reproaches thee of Unfaithfulneſs to 
thy Friend. I know not, if thou haſt 
not yet added to that a much greater 


Crime of ſending HERMocRATES out 


of the World. However, I am unwil- 
ling to believe thee ſo wicked: but what 
reaſon couldſt thou alledge to conceal the 
Uſurpation of this Eſtate, if thou didſt not 
deſign to keep it? And why didſt thou 
make a mock at TELEPHUS, when he 
forewarned thee not to aſpire to ARISE 
TIDES's Daughter for thy Son, by means 
of Riches that did not belong to thee z 
ſeeing he aſſured thee that HERMoOCRA- 
TES's Son was living? and if thou wouldſt 
not believe him, why didſt thou not re- 


6 ſign them to HERMOCRATES s next Heir > 
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This is the way thou haſt heaped up 


Wealth, without running any riſque 
cither by Land or Sea! This is the way 
thou cameſt by thy exceſſive Gain, giving 
in exchange for theſe great Poſſeſſions 
thy Faith and thy Conſcience. This 
Traffick reached no further than thy own 
Breaſt, and all thou hadſt to do, was to 
determine either in favour of thy Con- 


ſcience, or thy Avarice. Thy Avarice 


diſputed with thy Fidelity, and thy Judg- 
ment declared in favour of the former. 
This is thy only Title to theſe new Ac- 


-quiſitions. Burt it is only intruding upon 


the Patience of both Judges and People 
to ſeek other Proofs, after ſo clear and 
evident Demonſtrations. Thou muſt then 
deny HERMOCRATES's Hand-writing and 


thy own, then produce thy Right to what 
thou poſſeſſeſt: All which being im- 
poſſible for thee to do, I deſire the H- 


racuſians to condemn thee to reſtore me, 
what thou moſt unjuſtly withholdeſt from 
me, that henceforward I may live ſuitable 
to my Birth and Quality.” 


ME L INTHUS having thus ſpoken, 


all the People cried out to the Judges to 
condemn D1ocLEs : But the Judges having 
commanded them to be ſilent, ordered him 
to ſpeak in his own defence. DIoCLEs de- 
fired time to think of his Juſtification 3 and 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, he could not make an immediate An- 
{wer to MELINTHVUS's falſe Accuſation, but 
that they muſt allow him leiſure, and he 
ſhould know well how to defend himſelf. 
They gave him the Letter, and asked him, 
if he did not know thoſe Hand-writings ? 
Yes, he ſaid, he knew them; but that did not 
prove that he had not purchaſed HERMo- 
 CRATES's Eſtate before his departure. The 
Judges asked him, if he had the Writings 
by him to prove it? To which he anſwer d, 
they were at his Houſe, and he only deſired 
time to produce them. They ordered him 
to ſend his Son for them. No, he ſaid, 
they were in a place where he could not 
find them, and that he wanted time to put 
them in order. All theſe Anſwers being 
looked upon as Quibbles and Evaſions; the 
People never ceaſed crying out againſt him: 
and the Judges aflembled to deliberate what 
ſhould be done. After ſome Conſultations, 
{ome excuſed DIoCLEs, as being ignorant 
who MELINTHUS was; others, who were 
more ſevere, ſaid, it was nevertheleſs evi- 
dent he would have unjuſtly withheld what 
was not his own. After ſome Debates, this 
Sentence was paſled, that DiocLEs ſhould 
not only conſign over to MELINTHUS all 
HERMOCRATES's Eſtate, but the Revenues 
he had received during the time he had had 
it in his poſſeſſion ; and that for his Breach 
| | of 
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of Truſt he ſhould re Baniunent for 
three Leas. 


THE People (np the utmoſt Satis- 
factton with Shoutings and Huzza's; but 


MxLINTHUs made a ſign he had yet ſome- 


thing to ſay, and every one was ſilent. 
“ Betore I only asked you to do me Juſtice, 
* but now I beg a favour, which is, that for 
* my ſake you would revoke DioCLExs's Ba- 
ec niſhment; and as for the Income of the 
* Eſtate during the time he had it in his poſ- 
« ſeſſion, I give it to AMINTAs, whoſe good 

< Qualities I eſteem, and to whom I would be 


4 a Friend. Every one admired his Genero- 


ſity to the Father, and Liberality to the Son, 


and granted his Requeſt. 


THE N the Aſſembly broke up, and 
MELINTHUS took ARIANA by the Hand, 
who was over-joyd at this Succeſs, and 
waited on her home, with PALAME DES and 
the reſt of their Friends. DlocLEs, grieved 
and aſhamed, went home to his own Houſe, 
not knowing whether he had moſt reaſon 
to complain of MELINTHUS, or praiſe him. 
DicEAaRCUs, who not being preſent at theſe 
Games, had reſigned hisPlace to his Nephew, 


Was told it by one of his Friends, who came 


immediately to conſult with him, how they 


ſhould behave themſelves to MELINTHUS, 


being now declared the Son of HERMoO- 
1 cRATES. 
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CRATES. Then MELINTHUS came in, lead= 
ing AR1ANA. PALAMEDES gave his Uncle 

a particular Relation of all that had paſſed, 
and ſo muchto MELINTHUs's advantage, that 
he was obliged to ſeem picaſedat his good for- 
tune; but when they were alone, PALAMEDES 
ſaying to DIicgAxcus, that now there could 
be no objection to MELINTHUs, ſeeing his 

Birch and Fortune was as great as they 
could deſire; DicEARcus made anſwer, that 
this affair required time to conſider of, which 
was all he would ſay at that time. ME- 
LIN THUs being declared and known to be 
the Son of HER MOCRATES, occaſioned the 
Death of two Perſons, that of DrocLEs, 
who, whether he grieved at the loſs of fo 
much Wealth, or whether ſeized with Re- 
morle, for his infidelity to his Friend, was 
found dead in his Bed the next Morning; and 
HYPERIA, Who was more afflicted when 
ſhe heard ſhe was not Mother to ſuch a 


Son, than when ſhe heard the News of his 
Death. | 


ME LINTHUS was not a little con- 
cerned at the death of a Perſon who had 
ſupply d the Place of a tender and affec- 
tionate Mother, and was as dear to him as 
ſuch. But the Succeſs in his Affairs would 
not let Sorrow long remain maſter of his 
Heart ; for ſceing himſelf placed in poſſeſſion 
of all that belong'd to him, and being un F 
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of the Friendſhipof Ar1lana,DIcEeaRCus and 
PALAMEDES, he thought now there was no 
obſtacle, nor objection to delay his Happineſs 
and viſiting them every day, could but think 


himſelf happy in receiving daily new Proofs 
of ARIANA's Friendſhip and Eſteem : but 


 DicEARcvus ſeemed more reſerved and cold, 


nevertheleſs he endeavourcd to conceal it, 
with a feigned Courteſy. MELINTHus ſeeing 
PI1SISTRATVUS came conſtantly to pay his re- 
ſpects to ARIANA, that DIcEAR cus was much 
civiller and more friendly with him, than 
nfual, imagined twas to refuſe him in as 
civil a manner as poſſible; but they were 
not a little ſurprized, when PALAMEDEs, 
preſſing his Uncle to conclude his Siſter's 
Marriage with MELINTHUs, DICEARCUS 
told him, that he and his Siſtcr muſt firſt 
go with him to Corinth, to conſult with 
their Friends there; and that he deſign'dto 
go in P1sISTRATVUS's Ship, and deſired them 
both to be ready to embark. PALAMEDES 
would fain have oppoſed this Reſolution, 
but all he could ſay was in vain; and ac- 
quainting his Siſter and MELINTHUS with 
this News, put them into a very great Con- 
ſternation. MELINTHUS deſired PALAME- 


DES to tell DICEARCUS that he begg'd leave 


to accompany them in this Voyage, that 
he might be acquainted with thcir Rela- 


tions at Corinth; but DicEarcus ſaid 'twas 


by no 1 proper, and that it would ſeem 
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as if they came to conſult with them, of 5 
Wat was already reſolved on. This Anſwer 


troubled: MELINTHUS yet more, wonder- 
ing why he undertook this Voyage, and 


Js made theſe Objections to his going; for he 


thought the ſaving of his Life, and his Oath 
Were ſufficient ties and obligations to make 
kim forget all . enmities, 


HOWEVER, all was ready for their 
5 e and MELINTHVus finding ARIANA 
afflicted and amazed at the neceſſity of go- 
ing; and being as much affficted himſelf, 
5 faid to her, Madam, to what purpoſe is 
this Voyage? I know not how it will end, 
but its beginning forebodes me no good; juſt 


when I thought my ſelf the happicſt Mor- 


tal upon Earth, I find happineſs fly fartheſt 
from me, and even forbids- me following 


her. MELiNTHVs, ſaid ARIANA, I know 


not what is my Uncle's deſign, but mine 
mall always be the ſame as yours, and find- 
ing my ſelf ſeconded by my Brother, there 
is no power upon Earth can prevail with 
me, or gct the better of -my Reſolution. 
I beg you to be as eaſy as you can during this 
abſence, which if it is the Caufe of your 
Grief, let the aſſurance of my Friendſhip 
and Efteem diminiſh. Madam, how dear 


to me are theſe Aſſurances of your Friend- 
_ ſhip? but can I be aſſured that no force nor 


authority will change your mind? You may 
149 - reſt 
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reſt aſſured of it, ſaid ſhe, and I am angry 
that you doubt ir, for you ſeem to queſtion 


my Conſtancy. Pardon me, Madam, faid 


he, I never imagin'd theſe defects in you; 


but being deprived of ſo much happineſs 
by your abſence, I apprehend it will never 


be reſtored to me: What can I now hope, 


when the great proſperity that lately hap- 
ned to me is attended with ſo fatal a ſtroke ? 


Can my misfortune forebode me more hap- 


pineſs than my proſperity? MELINTRHVs, 


ſaid ſhe, Joy and Sorrow ſucceed and give 


Place to each other, we muſt bear this ab- 


ſence z but our meeting will be the more 


_ agreeable: I find my own troubles ſufficient 


without the addition of your affliction ; 


and when I know you bear this ſeparation 


with conſtancy and reſolution, I ſhall have 
more courage to imitate you. - Courage, 
Madam, ſaid he, upon this occaſion would 
be inconſiſtent with the greatneſs of my 
' Paſſion: And what courage can ſupport 
me, under ſo great an affliction, as that of 


being deprived of the happineſs of ſccing 


you? Reſolution is diſarmd when the Judg- 


ment finds the Evils rather aggravated than 
allayd by Reaſon and Reflection; the more 


it ſeeks conſolation, the more tis loſt in 
perplexity; and to reſt ſatisfied under my 


preſent Circumſtances, I muſt have forgot 
you, which I cannot do without ceaſing to 


live. I own, ſaid ſhe, our misfortunes are 
„„ 


1 1 very 


very great; but do you complain to me that I 
ſhould endeavour to comfort you? Or that 
knowing what you ſuffer, I ſhould not fail of 
an equal ſhare? As for the former, you your 
ſelf allow that reaſon avails nothing; and 
for the latter, twould be cruel to add to 
what I already endure. But let us reſolve 
to ſafer, and as I diſcovered: the exceſs of 
my Grief to let you ſee my - conſtancy, in 
return, I conjure you to be caſy. Theſe 
words, that proceeded from a noble and 
ſincere Friendſhip, brought the Tears into 
MELINTHUS's eyes, and Sorrow 1o ſeized his 
Soul, that hardly could he form his words 
to ſay, Madam, do you think it poſlible, 
knowing how great a Love I have for you, 
that I could deſign to add to your afflic- 
tion? But I ſec my ſelf reduced to a con- 
dition of not knowing how to ſpeak to you: 
For if I tell you what I ſuffer, you are angry; 
and if I did not, what could you think of 
my affection? No, reply'd ARIANA, I will 
have no more aſſurances of your Love; if 
there were occaſion for them, you had not 
had ſo many aſſurances of mine: No, ME- 
-LINTHUS, I could rather truſt you than my 
ſelf. And lecing floods of Tears flow from 
his Eyes, ſhe could not refrain from Tears 
herſelf. MELINTHUSs, kiſſing her hand, 
ſaid; Charming Hand, muſt. you then leaye 
me! Swear, and I will believe you, that 
| yay Will bc no other's but mine, yqu are 
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neſs of his affliction. 
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too ſoft and tender to put me to death, and 
too white not to be innocent. I promiſe 


for them, ſaid AxIANA, all that you deſire: 


and then endeavoured to divert the Diſcourſe 
and dry up her Tears. - Preſently after came 
in PALAMEDES, with whom they diſcourſed 
What could be the Deſign of this Voyage. 
He promiſed MELINTavs, to ſend him an 
exact account of all that paſs'd, and to come 


back himſelf to Syracuſe if there ſhould be 
occaſion; for to dare to oppoſe their Uncle, 


into whoſe care ARI1sSTIDEs had commit- 


ted ARtAaNa upon his Death-bed, they did 


not think well of. Their grief at parting 
is not to be deſcribed; but ARIANA fo 


managed it, that DIicARcus did not per- 


ceive it. They were accompanied by 
their Friends to the Ship, but MELINTHUs 
could not bid ARIANA farewell but with 
his Eyes. ARIANA was ſo ſenſibly affected 
with this Adicu, that ſhe went into a Room 
in the Ship with EPIcHARIS, and lay down 
-on the Bed, where ſhe drowned herſelf in 
her Tears. When the Ship was out of 


fight, MELINTHUs ſwooned' away in AR- 


css Arms: His Love for ARIANA was 
now known in Syracuſe, and his Grief cau- 
| fed a general one in the City; his Friends 
endeavoured to divert him, but 'twas im- 


poſſible for them to be ſenſible of the great- 
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"IN the mean time, Dicizhcys gave Pi 
SISTRATUS great encouragement, and A- 
RIANA's diſcretion did not forbid him to 
hope; the Courteſy and Civility that was 
natural to PALAMEDES, made him think 
his Alliance would not be diſagreeable to 
him; ; he did not mind ARIANG' 8 ayoiding 
his Converſation, imputing it to her great 
modeſty and reſervedneſs, for which ſhe 
was peculiarly remarkable : but he was al- 
ways in company with DIcEARCUs, who 
treated him with no little Kindneſs: and 
Friendſhip. Being arrived at Corinth, Sx- 
BASTES, Who was DictaRcus's Couſin, came 
to mcet them, and invited them to his 
Houſe, where he entertained them in a man- 
ncr ſuitable to DICEARCUS's quality and his 
own magnificence. This ancient Perſon 
Was pions for his Authority in the City, 
and yet more for being one of the moſt 
Learned in all Greece; he preſented his 
Daughter to ſalute ARIANA, and welcome 
her to Corinth. But when ARIANA 
heard, ſpeak of the extraordinary Quali- 
ties of his other Daughter, named CI- 
LENIA, who ſerved in the Temple of JUNo, 
ſhe thought it long till ſhe was acquaint- 
ed with her. CYLLENIA was reputed the 
greateſt Beauty in Corinth, - and the great 
Love the wiſe and learned LEPANTE had 
for her, had not a little contributed to 
render 
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render her famous; and having heard talk 


om the: had as great a deſire to ſee 


PI SI STRATUS came early in the 
Morning to wait on ARIANA and PALA- 
MEDES to the Temple; when the Sacrifices 
were ended, CxLLENIA came and ſaluted 
Arlana. After ſome Converſation, they 
found ſo much reſemblance and agreement 
in the minds of each other, that they be- 
came intimate, and made no ſcruple of free- 
ly ſpeaking their minds to one another; 
the reſemblance of their trouble alſo did 
not a little contribute to perfect their 


Friendſhip. 


9 ICEARCUS, who would 1 
good his Promiſe to PIsIS TRA TVs, declared 


to PALAMEDES that he came to Corinth 


for no other reaſon, but to marry ARIANA 
to PisisTRATUS; that he would never con- 
ſent to her having MELINTaus, the Son 
of his.mortal Enemy ; and that they muſt 
reſolve to obey him. PALAMEDEs aſtoniſh'd 
at this Diſcourſe, endeavoured to diſſuade 
him from this deſign, repreſenting to him 
the great Obligations he had to MELINTHUS, 
the great Love his Friend had for his Siſter ; 
and laſtly, the Oath by which he had bound 
himſelf never to bear him any III-will, up- 
8 on the account of Jus F ather, which if he 
1001 ö broke, 


280. The ADVENTURES 


broke, the Gods would never forgive him! 
DICEARCUS anſwer'd, That he thought of 
TELEPHUS, not HERMOCRATES, when he 
took that Oath 3; and that if he was obliged 
to be his Friend upon the account of his 
Oath, yet ſtill he was not obliged to give 
him his Neice. PALAMEDES employed all 
the Eloquence he was maſter of, to bring 
his Uncle to reaſon, and to lay aſide his 
prejudice: but nothing could move his 
revengeful Temper ; and inſtead of making 

any more anſwer to what he ſaid, he bid 

him go and acquaint his Siſter with 2 Re- 
ſolution. 


ARIANA + was ſo 2 at Baasiag 
this news, that ſhe could not make one 
word of anſwer; and PALAMEDESs, ſee- 
ing his Siſter ſo greatly afflicted, begg'd her 
to "moderate her Grief, and aſſured her ſhe 
ſhould ſuffer no ſuch Tyranny that their 
Uncle might have a mild and gentle Au- 
thority over them, but not ſuch an impe- 
rious and unjuſt one; that he would find 
means to deliver both her and himſelf from 
it, and that if they had not ſuch vaſt ob- 
ligations to MELINTHUS, their Uncle's 
manner. of proceeding was not right, and 


what they would not ſubmit to. ARIANA, 


encouraged by this reſolution, deſired her 
Brother to endeavour to diſſuade her Uncle 
from this Match; but Dickancus himſelf 
0 25 1 
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affured her, that nothing ſhould change 
his reſolution; and not knowing how to 
avoid her Uncle's Cruelty, nor PisisTRA- 
uss Importunities, ſhe bethought her ſelf 
to remain in Juno's Temple with CYLLE- 
NIA, taking with her only EPIcHñARIS, while 
ö returned to Syracuſe, to coun- 
el with MELINTHUs, what was to be done 
in this preſſing juncture. The next day 
PALAMEDES pretended he would go viſit 
his Friends at Athens, and ARIANA, with 
her Uncle's Teave, went into the Lene 


 WHE N he was alone with Critic 
| ſhe related to her the whole Story of Mz- 
LINTHUS and her ſelf. You'could never 
have addreſſed your ſelf to a better Perſon 
for your purpoſe than me, ſaid CYLLENTA, 
to "adviſe you; and ſince dear-bought ex- 
perience has made me ſo wiſe, the beſt In- 
ſtru&ionIcan give you, will be in telling you 
the greateſt part of my Life. Pray oblige me, 
ſaid ARIANA, with fo uſeful and agreeable 
a diſcourſe. l 2 


The Story of: LE PA N TE alt CYLLENIA: 


| ARE FABLE ARIANA, youare pleaſed N 
| to have ſo good an opinion of me, 
that I am ſorry to leſſen it by the relation 

of my Follies; for you will hear of ſuch 
n Accidents, which through my 
own 
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own faults I have brought upon my ſelf, 
that you will hardly believe any one could 
be fs ſtupidly blind and inconſiderate: but 
the regard I have for your intereſt, ſhall pre- 
vail with me to give that the preference to 
your eſteem for me; and that you may learn 
from my Example, I will repeat all my 
Sorrows, that I have long endeavour'd to 
baniſh from my Mind, to fiil you with 
Horrour, that you may avoid that Precipice 
into which I fell. I ſhall at leaſt have this 
conſolation, that they have prevented your 
being unhappy. 


LEPAN TE, who 8 you lr 
bead of, was of the City of Naupacte, 
not far from hence; whole Parents dying, 
and he not being ſatisfied with the Edu- 
cation he had beſtowed on him, after he 
had married his Siſter to one of the great- 
eſt Men in Athens, he came into this Ci- 
ty, attracted by the Fame and Reputation 
of the great Philoſopher ART — — 
who was my Father's intimate Friend, 
learn the moſt ſublime and abſtruſe Sci. 
_ ences. Tho' this was a very ſerious and 
grave Employment, and ſufficient to engroſs 
his whole Mind, he, nevertheleſs, diverted 
himſelf with. all kinds of Arts, and gay gen- 
teel Amuſements, in which he always came 
off with applauſe. ARrTEMIDORNS admired | 
_ excellent Genius, and my Father de 
l - 
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he would often talk of LEPANTE with won- 
der and admiration; he came often to our 
Houſe, where they had frequent Conferences 
concerning their Studies, and being natu- 
rally cheerful and complaiſant, he would 
fometimes leave them to come and talk 
with me; and unbending his Mind from 
thoſe grave Subjects he had been treating 
of, he would think of one thing or 
other to talk of, ſo agreeably, and divert 
me, that one would have thought conver- 
ling with the Ladies was his chief Talent, 
had I not known how much he was eſteem d 
for Ws i more extraordinary Qualifications 
alſo. I reſpected him as a Perſon of un- 
common Merit, and he ſeem'd to take de- 
light in converſing with me, ſeeing 1 
cndeavour'd to raiſe my Mind to the un- 
derſtanding of thoſe things our Sex is ge- 
nerally ignorant of; and he, by an eqſy i in- 
telligible Method, Frais to my Capacity, 
brought me to have a notion of thoſe fine 
Conſiderations, and as it were inſpired me 
with a very elevated and different way of 
thinking: deſpiſing my former Amuſements 
and Diverſion, I had a deſire to acquire 
Knowledge, and improve my Mind. It 
ſeem d as if he were forming to his liking 
one whom he deſigned to love; for my 
part, being very much obliged to him for 
this trouble, I made it my ſtudy to pleaſe 
n and to be worthy of his Eſteem; My 
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I uſed to be a little jealous, When I heard 
that every body admired him, and that he 
took delight in any other Company, being 
afraid that ſome Perſon of more Beauty 
and Merit would deprive me of him: evety 
one that came to viſit me, talked of LE- 
PANTE, and envied me, thinking me yery 
happy for having the opportunity of ſceing 
him. Sometimes he happened to come in 
while they were praiſing him; J ſaw plain- 
ly they were ſincere, and ſpoke what they 
thought, by their taking ſo ſenſible a pleaſute 
to hear him talk, and by the very great re- 
ſpect they paid him. I thought to my ſelf, 
every one could not be miſtaken, and I 
mult have been very ſingular in my opinion, 
not to have admired LEPANTE; I could 
have wiſhed he had come oftner to our 
Houſe, tho' he ſeldom was long abſent. 
As, I perceived he grew more melancholly 
than uſual, I began to imagine he loved 
ſome Lady, who perhaps refuſed his Ad- 
dreſſes, or that he could not eaſily ſee her, 
and that he came to divert his melancholly 
Thoughts in my Company. Sometimes 
for his ſake I was angry with her, ſome- 
times for my own ſake I was pleaſed. 
'Twas reported he was loved by ſeveral 
Ladies, but that gave me no great uncaſi- 
neſs, for he told me all the Faults, he found 
with them; ſome he ſaid had too much 
: Allurance, wanting that becoming Modeſty, 

„Which 
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which is ſuch an ornament to our Sex; 
others he ſaid had ſo much Vanity and Af 
fectation, that they were inſupportable : ſo 
that I was very well aſſured there was no 
danger of his liking any of them. I took 
care to inform my ſelf of the Places he moſt 
frequented, which rather leſſened than in- 
creaſed my apprehenſion ; and in my mind 
begin! to think he liked me as well as 71 


ONE day, when we were alone, I 
ſhew'd him ſome Verſes that were given 
me, and in return he ſhewed me a Copy 
of Verſes he had in his Pocket: having 
read them, Is it poſlible, ſaid I, that LE- 
-PANTE can be dumb in the company of 
her he loves? Not only dumb, ſaid he, but 
with ſo much Reſpect and Fear, that I never 
dare let her ſee that I loved. Surely, ſaid 
1, you are very much awed by this: Lady, 
for I know but few who would not wil- 
ingly receive your Addreſſes. I wonder, 
faid he, you ſhould think it ſtrange, that 
are of that Temper your (elf, not to ſuffer 
any one to tell you they love you. Don't 
talk of me; but ſhe that you love, being 
undoubtedly ſome very perfect and amiable 
Perſon, might have reaſon to believe' what 
you tell her of your Love. I love her, ſaid 
he, becauſe ſhe is like you, and that is what 
makes me fear I ſhail find the ſame ſeverity 
an her. as many . have found ES Ott. 
was 
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*Twas not LEPANTE, faid I,” that made 'me 
thoſe Propoſais, neither have I fo large a 
ſhare of Vanity, as to believe all they ſaid; 
but I can aſſure you, tho I am not ver 
deſerving my felf, I am very difficult in, 
my choice, and I have not yet ſeen that 
Perſon I could like; and if I did, my be- 
haviour to him ſhould be, as if I thought 
him the moſt worthleſs Perſon, and my 
ſelf the moſt deſerving upon Earth. This 
Anſwer daſh'd and ſurpriz d him, but re- 
collecting himſelf, he ſaid, I have then rea- 
ſon to fear this Lady that is ſo like you, 
will baniſh me from her ſight, if I ſhould 
dare to diſcoyer my Paſlion to her ; or at 
leaſt that ſhe would be offended, and her 
angry Looks I could not bear. Every one 
is not ſo ill temper'd, ſaid I, and I wiſh I 
knew her, to perſuade her to favour you. 
The Gods ſend you as good a will to aſſiſt 
me, ſaid he, as you have knowledge of 
the Perſon I fpeak of. I proteſted I would 
leave nothing undone that lay in my power, 
if he would let me know who it was. 
That it will be talking of Love to you, 
ſaid he, and that is what you cannot bear. 
What does not concern me, ſaid I, will 
not offend me. But, ſaid he, if ſhe is like 
you, both in Mind and Perſon, ſhe will 
have the ſame way of thinking: and to 
try what Treatment I am to- expect, I will 
557 to 9900; CYLLENTA, I love you: what 
| an- 
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anſwer will you make me? But aid I, it is 
not ſo, and I cannot make the ſame Anſwer 
I would do. Tis certainly true, ſaid he, 
and all this diſcourſe was to bring out this 
Truth. I bluſhed, and being out of coun- 
tenance at having obliged him, as it were, 
to make this Diſcovery; LEeeANTE, faid I, 
if my ſincere and open Behaviour has been 
any encouragement to the liberty you have 
taken, I muſt deſire you to lay aſide this 


freedom, or never ſee me more. I hope 


you will allow now, ſaid he, that I have 
reaſon to conceal my Affection from her 


that reſembles you; for 1 apprehend . 
a ou ſame cruel Anfwer, 


I was more daſh'd than at firſt, at being" 
ſo miſtaken, and I ſhould certainly have 
quarrelld with him for making a jeſt of me 
in this manner, had not company come in 
that inftant. However, I flatter d myſelf 
that I was certainly the Perſon, and that 
. knowing my Humour, he had a mind to try 
me in this manner; and that if my Anſwer . 


had been more favourable, he would have 
left his feigned Lady to ſay more of his 
| Paſſion to me. What a ſtrange Reſolution! 


1 wiſhed he would love me, and thought 


I loved when I was not loved; and when 1 


found he really loved me, — to treat 
(NT ene F e 
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ANOTHER time, he ſhowing me 
ſome more Verſes, What, ſaid I, upon the 
ſame Subject ſtill, of not daring to diſcover 
your Paſſion? Alas! Madam, ſaid he, you 
have taught me not to run that riſque. But 
ſtill I inſiſted that did not argue, ſince every 
one was not of a humour. I told you, ſaid 
he, the Perſon was exactly like you: I beg 
you will not endeavour to perſuade me to 
run any hazard, and by aſpiring to more 
than I dare hope for, immediately deprive 
myſelf of what I now enjoy. I ſee her, 
talk to her, and content myſelf with the 
Eſteem ſhe has for me, ſince I dare not pre- 
tend to be loved. But, ſaid I, what muſt 
become of your Love, if ſhe does not know 
of it? Why, anſwer'd he, ſince ſhe will not 
hear it mention'd before ſhe knows of it, ſhe 
muſt know it before ſhe hears ſpeak of it. 
How can you tell, ſaid I, but ſhe knows it 
already, and that nothing remains wanting 
but an Opportunity to ſpeak your mind to 
each other? Promiſe me, ſaid he, that you 
will not be angry, and I will take this li- 
| berty. I do promiſe you, ſaid I, as far as 
I have a power and aſcendency over her. 
Tis in your power, ſaid he, ſince it is your 
ſelf; and Ll once more dare venture to tell 
you, tis you I love, and you may be aflured 


of it, ſince there is none other in the world 


: can love. You deſign, ſaid I coldly, to 
make 


' 
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make me talk for her you love. No, ſaid 
he, there is no diſſimulation in what I am 
ſaying, and whatever rigorous treatment 1 
meet with, the greatneſs of my Paſſion, 
and your aſſuring me you will not be angry, 
obliges me to tell you, I can love only you. 
I will not be angry, ſaid I, when I am ra- 
ther obliged to you: But 1 forbid you ever 
talking to me on this Subje&. If you loved 
me, ſaid I, you would fear diſobeying me; 
and if not, I will hear no more of your 
ſham Miſtreſs. Then turning pale, as if 
the Sentence of Death had paſſed on him, 
he ſaid, Madam, hitherto I have been only 
guilty of obeying ; and ſince it is a Fault, 
my diſobeying you I hope'\\will not be a 
Crime. You muſt obey me, M faid I, or elſe 
_ reſolve never to ſee me more.” This ſhock'd 
him to that degree, that he made me not 
one word of Anſwer ; and People coming 
into the Room, found us very ſilent. For 
his part, he did not break his ſilence till he 
took his leave, and then he told me, he had 
rather be deprived of ſpeaking to me, than 
ſeeing me; and ſince you arc ſo cruch, 1 


promiſe to obey you. 
HOWEVER, he could not forbear 
ſtarting this diſcourſe another time; upon 
- which I reminded him of his promiſe, and 
would not hear what he ſaid. I own I 
had much ado to prevail with mylclt to 

Vor. I. U be⸗ 
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behave in this manner ; for there was none 
upon carth I eſteemed like him. But know- 
ing how high a Value he ſet upon a ſtrict 
reſerved Carriage, I imagined this would in- 
creaſe his Love and Eſteem for me: But 
now judging that I had made a ſufficient 
trial of his Love, and was well aſſured of 
it, I changed my Countenance and Beha- 
viour, and ſaid to him ſmiling, LeranTE, 
I will have you obey me as long as you live, 
in not telling me of your Love; for Iwill 
anſwer for you, knowing you have too much 
Virtue and Honeſty to deceive me. He was 
ſo ſurprized at this unexpected diſcourſe, that 
he knew not what to anſwer. At laſt he 
ſaid, Iam glad Madam, you know me and 
yourſelf {0 will, as to be convinced what 
you may and ought to believe; not Words 
only, Madam, but all the Actions of my 
Life, ſhall obey and ſerve you. LEPANT E, 
ſaid I, you already know how much I eſteem 
you? if I love, it can be only you. I do be- 
lieve you ; and therefore preſcribe no Rules 
or Laws for your Bchaviour, being very ſure, 
that Virtue, Diſcretion, and Good Manners 
regulate both your Behaviour and Deſire. 
Madam, ſaid he, kiſſing my Hand, the Ob- 
"jet of my Paſſion is too perfect to permit 


me to harbour one Thought unworthy 'of - 
her, and I am dclighted to hear you ſay, 
you ſincerely believe it; which gives me 
reaſon to hope, you judge it as great as it 

really 
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really is, if it be poſſible for another ſo 
to do. Have done with theſe uſual Proteſta- 
tions, ſaid I, and let us live without queſtion- 
ing one another's Sincerity. Your Beha- 
viour, and not your Words, has inſtructed 
me what I ought to belieye of you; and 
vou may reſt ſatisfied with one word of mine 
to aſſure you of my Friendſhip. There re- 
mains only now, ſaid he, to receive your 
orders, whether you pleaſe to have me diſ- 
cover my Paſſion, or keep it ſtill concealed ? 
Tis better, ſaid I, not to diſcover it ſo ſoon ; 
for as CALLIAS courts me, and my Father 
approves of him, and is deſirous it ſhould 
be a match, I muſt break off that before 
they know, or ſo much as ſuſpect I have a 
liking to any other. In the mean time, do 
you manage ſo diſcretely, that they may 
not in the leaſt ſuſpect your deſign. Madara, 
ſaid he, I receive your Commands as a very 
great Favour, and you ſhall ſee how well I 
will obſerve them. | 


FROM that time we lived in perfect 
Friendſhip, which we ſo diſcreetly concealed, 
that when we were ſeparate, we were judged 
inſenſible of Love, and as if we thought 
none worthy of us. I gave him an account 
of all that happen'd : upon which he would 
give me his Advice. And I told him many 
adiverting Story of thoſe that pretended to 
2 PER. if make 
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make love to me. He would pity ſome; 
and laugh at others. 


WE lived a year in this agrecable man- 
ner; and with much ado, I prevailed with 
my Father to break off the Match with 
CALLIAS: and ſeeing it was what I muſt 
not expect to find eaſy to make a practice 
of, my Father being deſirous ro have me 
ſoon married to one of the firſt Rank, and 
ſettled in Corinth, I adviſed LepanTE to 
loſe no time, tho I foreſaw no ſmall diffi- 
culty in the attempt: for tho my Father 
eſteemed him as much as poſſible, and knew 
his Birth and Fortune to be equal with his 
own, he was far from thinking of him, 
not caring to marry me out of Corinth. 
We conſulted together then what Method 
to take; and tho' LEPANTE was over-joy'd: 
at my giving him leave to ask, he was ex- 
cceding apprehenſive and doubtful of the 
Event, foreſeeing that if he did not ſucceed, 
he ſhould alſo be deprived of the Oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing me. However, it was what 
muſt be reſolved on ; and I promiſed to fa- 
vour him as far as was conſiſtent with my 
Honour and Modeſty. Seeing him very ſe- 
rious and thoughtful, LE PANT E, ſaid I, are 
you not ſatisfied with what I ſay? Tell me 
how you would have me ſpeak ? Madam, 
ſaid he, my ſilence proceeds from being at 
A . how to return thanks for ſo * a 
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favour. I have nothing to deſire but what 
you pleaſe to command me. I had rather 
have the favours you beſtow owing to your 
Good-will, than the Promiſe you have made 
me. But give me leave to dread a pre- 
carious Undertaking, on the event of which 
all the happineſs of my Life depends. There 
is no Medium for me, I muſt be the happieſt 
Perſon upon earth, or by Death prevent my 
being the moſt miſerable : for be aſſured, if 
I loſe you, a ſpeedy death will be my only 
Remedy. LEPANTE, faid I, perhaps For- 
tune will not be ſo cruel to us, and you 
ſhould not deſpair till all means fail of ma- 
king us happy. If you uſe your utmoſt 
endeavours, ſaid he, I do not doubt of my 
good fortune. You have a Father that ten- 
derly loves you, and has no reaſon to hate 
me; and I dare venture to ſay, our Qua- 
lity and Fortune are upon an equality: but 
a trifling inſignificant Difficulty often fruſ- 
trates the moſt important Conſideration. 
My Caſe is widely different from the ge- 
nerality of others, where the propoſal meet- 
ing with a refuſal, the little engagement or 
liking between the Parties, makes them 
eaſily part: but when the Propoſal is once 
made, I muſt leave nothing undone to pro- 
cure me a Happineſs, without which I can- 
not live. Do, anſwer'd I, what lies in your 
power, and queſtion not but I will do more 
than you dare hope. But we muſt conſider 
"eZ U3 what 
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what we had beſt do. We were of opinion, 
that tho he had Relations at Corinth, it would 
be better for ARTEMIDORUS, my Father's 
Intimate and ours, to make the Propoſal to 
him, and to convince him how advanta- 
geous a Match it was for me. All the difh- 
culty that now remain'd, was, to contrive 
how to hear from one another, in caſe it 
did not ſucceed. I would not truſt any 
body whatſoever, and it was very lucky I 
did not, for I ſhould certainly have been 
betray d. At laſt I bethought myſelf of a 
Cloſet-Window belonging to my Apart- 
ment that faced a By-ſtreet, and that at Night 
I would let down a Cord to which he might 
faſten his Letter, and the next Night let 
him have my Anſwer in the ſame manner, 
This being reſolved on, he took his leave, 
but with as much regret as if he foreboded 
_ wWhatafterwards happen'd ; for I ſaw him but 
once more, and then Company being pre- 
ſent, he had only Opportunity to tell me, 
that AgTEMIporus would leave nothing 
_ undone to aſſiſt him, and was to ſpeak to 
my Father the very next day. 


I had no ſmall anxiety upon my ſpirits, 
and reſolved to ſeem as unconcern'd as I 
could when ARTEMIDORUS came: but my 
Father coming home to Dinner, I perceived 

ſomething troubled him, and found he had 
been with ARTEMIDORUS 3 it was eaſy 
there- 
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therefore to gueſs what made him ſo pen- 


ſive, for we dined without ſpeaking a ſingle 
word. After Dinner he went into his Study, 


where he ordered me to be called to him; 


I went trembling as if I had been led to Exe- 
cution; however, juſt as J was entering his 
Study, I ſummon d all the Reſolution I was 


Miſtreſs of to my aſſiſtance. As he always 
acquainted me with any offer that was pro- 


poſed for me, he ſaid, Daughter, I have been 
this Morning informed, that you are courted 


-by one, whoſe Merit you are no ſtranger 
to, nor I neither. I could like very well of 


him, tho' I have ſome objections againſt 
him; but before I liſten to any Propoſal, I 
would willingly know your Mind. Ithought 


Il vould act cunningly; wherefore I anſwer'd, 
1 beg, Sir, you will name no particular Per- 


4 , 


ſon to me, but believe whoever you approve 
Of, I will accept, He ſpoke to me in this 


mild manner, imagining rightly that I was 


informed of what had paſled ; and per- 


ceiving my Artifice, No, no, Daughter, 


ſaid he, it is you ought to chuſe with whom 


you will live; then J ſhall ſee whether you 
make a right Choice, and afterward you 


ought to referit tomy Judgment and Appro- 


bation : and I muſt tell you, it is LEPANTE 


I anſwered, Sir, LEPANTE has too many 


has asked you in Marriage. I could not 
help bluſhing, however, thinking all de- 


pended upon my declaration in his favour. 


RE. 
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good Qualities, and I have too often heard 
you commend and eſteem him, to have any 
Objection to make againſt him; and if you 
like of him, I have no other deſign but to 
pleaſe you. Tho this was the leaftT could 
ſay, he too plainly ſaw my Satisfaction, and 
thought it was my deſire to have him ſpoke 
to. What confirmed him in this Opinion, 
was, the miſtruſt he had, that there was'a 
more than ordinary Friendſhip and Intelli- 
gence between us, and nothing did us greater 
prejudice than this Correſpondence without 
his leave; and tho' he could: have no other 
Objection to LEeANTE, this angered him 
enough to ſay to me with a ſtern Counte- 
nance, I ſee plainly you do not diſlike him, 
but I fear what pleaſes you, diſpleaſes me. 
Go, I ſhall conſider of it; and in the mean 
time I forbid you ſeeing of him. Theſe 
words put me into a great Conſternation, 


and I went up to my Chamber full of Grief 
and Confuſion, | ph 


LEPANTE informed me that Night 
by a Letter, that ARTEMIDoRUs had ſpoke 
to my Father, and repreſented to him all 
the Reaſons and Conſiderations that were 
likely to prevail with him to give his Con- 
ſent; that my Father had liſten'd with abun- 
dance of Coldneſs and Indifferency, but had 
promiſed to conſider of it. In my Anſwer, 


J adviſed him to employ all his Friends to 
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ſpeak to my Father, before he had made an 
Anſwer to his diſadvantage, for that I found 
he was very angry at our private Correſpon- 
dence. There ſcarcely paſs'd a day but one 
or other that had an influence over my Fa- 
ther ſpoke to him in the praiſe and behalf 


of LEPAN TE; but he would give no deter- 
minate Anſwer. 


LEPANTE was exceedingly be- 
loved and reſpected in Corinth; and as ſoon 
as his deſign was known, there was not one 
that did not wiſh he might ſucceed, ſeeing 
with regret what he endured upon the ac- 
count of my Father's Averſion to him: as 
I was alſo in ſome eſteem, they thought 
there could not be a more agreeable Match; 
and I believe never were any Tempers more 
alike. As for him, he ſeemed born with 

thoſe Accompliſhments that others take fo 
much pains to acquire: For my part, I 
could not pretend to ſuch a degree of Per- 
fection; yet I could not approve of any 
thing that was not ſo. We were generally 
of the ſame opinion, and liked the ſame 
manner of living; and judge how happy 1 

ſhould have been, had it been our good 
fortune to live together. All the world 
blamed my Father, and imagined this At 
fection had been contracted a conſiderable 
time, and that LEPANTE would have done | 
nothing without my leave and approbation. 


J 
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1 own I was vexed in my Mind, that it 
ſhould be thought I loved him, and I was 
ſorry his Merit was ſo well known to all, 
that it was impoſſible but it muſt be fo 
to me alſo: I could have wiſhed him leſs 
accompliſhed, that at leaſt it might have been 
doubted whether I loved him or not; and 
knowing no other way to be revenged of 
this general Opinion, I ſometimes reſolved 
to forſake him, and ſacrifice both our Hap- 
pineſs to that reſerved Humour I was re- 
markable for. Too true is it, he has paid 
dear for this Greatneſs of Soul he taught 
me; for this perſuaded me, I had better 
forfeit all the Comforts of Life, than to have 
it ſaid I loved; not conſidering that it is 
conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Rules of Virtue 
and Modeſty, to chuſe a Perſon of Merit, 
with whom we have reaſon to think we 
ſhall live eaſy and happy: z tis acting con- 
trary to this Rule, has made me commit a 
Fault I ſhall rue and lament as long as 1 
live. 5 


TH O' my Father had acquainted ARTE- 
MIDORUS that LEPANTE ſhould have no 
thoughts of me, he nevertheleſs often be- 
gan to diſcourſe to my Father, telling him 
how much he was in the wrong to refuſe 
ſo advantageous a Match for his Child: 
That he ſlighted thoſe Qualifications in Lx- 
PANTE, that other Parents ſet ſo great a 


Va: 
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Value on for their Children; that he ſhould 
rather look upon his Love and Paſſion for 
me, as a Fortune to his Family, than a 
Crime in LERAN TER: That all the City 
would be obliged to him for ſettling a 
Perſon of ſuch uncommon merit among 
them in Corinth, which he offered to do, 
the greateſt part of his Eſtate lying near it; 
but all this had no effect upon my Father. 
What renderd LEPANTE fo amiable and 
commendable to all, was what my Father 
moſt diſliked in him, being of that unhap- 
py opinion, that he ought to chuſe a Son- 
in-Law leſs learned and ingenious, and 
more careful of his Affairs: However, I 
believe the ſtrongeſt Reaſon was, That my 
Father, tho Learned, as the generality of 
Perſons would do, would have his Opinion 
paſs with authority, and that jealous of LE- 
- PANTE'S extraordinary Genius and Learn- 
ing, he would not have a Perſon con- 
ſtantly with him, ſo capable of contradict- 
ing him: tho LEeaNTE uſed diſcreetly to 
refer whatever they had been talking of to 
1 udgment. My Father had not ſo much 
reaſon to refuſe him as I had to love him; 
and he was very ſenſible how well I eſteem- 
ed him, becauſe I could not bear to hear 
him ſpoke againſt, and rejected whatever 
Matches were propoſed for me. I know if 
I had told my Father I could never love 
any other, LeeanTE's Merit and his gre * 
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Tenderneſs for me, would at length have 
made him relent ; but fearing twould be 


the Town-talk, I never could prevail upon 
myſelf to 1 him ſo. 


* 
— 


IN re mean time, 1 was tormented 


both upon LeeANTE's account and my own ; 
and when I ſaw him in the Temple, which 
was but ſeldom, he was ſo altered that no- 
thing but Death could have made a greater 
Change in his Countenance: His Letters 
were filled with Regrets and Lamentations, 
and in a very humble and ſubmiſſive man- 
ner, he reminded me of my Promiſes. 1 
own'd he had reaſon, but tho' I was ſenſible 

of it, my Love could never overcome my 
natural Reſervedneſs of Temper to remedy it. 


ALL that approached me, were inſtruc: 
ted to ſpeak to me in contempt of Lx AN- 
TE 3 and becauſe I knew him too well, to 
believe any thing that was not true, they 
only put a Mask upon his Virtues, ; and 
would have changed them into Vices. Thus 
the Charms he was poſſeſsd of, which 
gained him the Eſteem and Friendſhip of 
the moſt Learned and Polite, they were 
pleaſed to term a tyrannical Authority he 
uſurp'd over all Company he was in; his 
Diſcretion, Diſſimulation; and his Com- 
plaiſance and well-bred Behaviour, Artifice 
and Craft; all excellent and ineſtimable 


De 
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Qualifications were in their judgment and 
opinion ſo many Defects. I confeſs by 


9 little and little, I began to liſten to what 


they ſaid. LreanTE's abſence diminiſhed 
every day the Idea of his Perfections in my 
memory; and I thought to my ſelf, perhaps 
my Love blinded me, and made me eſteem 
that a Merit, which in reality was not ſoz 
that thoſe who were free from Love and 
Paſſion, judged otherwiſe: So imagining 
that my Eyes were opened, and that I 
could judge more perfectly, I perceived not 
that I became blind and loſt my Judgment. 
However, I had till fo great a reſpect for 
LEPANTE, that I did not dare to offend 
him, by letting him ſee my coldneſs and 
indifferency. I was aſhamed of my Ingra- 
titude, and of diſpleaſing him, who had 
never done any thing to diſpleaſe me; the 
Subject of his Letters was always of the 
greatneſs of his Paſſion and the exceſs of 
his Grief for not ſeeing me; and as he knew 
any agreeable Turn of Wit and Humour was 
what I admired, he would intermix them 
in his Letters in ſpight of the cruelty of his 
Fortune, and ſometimes they would be 
wholly in this ſtrain ; ſo that any one but 
my ſelf, would have thought him wonder- 
fully well ſatisfied and eaſy. 


FOR my part, I knew what a Conſtraint 
he put upon himſelf, and pity'd him OM 
| Wen 
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when my Paſſion decreaſed, I changed my 
Opinion, thinking that if he loved me ſo 
well as he ſaid, he could not be ſo cheer- 
fully diſpoſed; and if there was any thing 
of deſpair in his Letters, I thought that pro- 
ceeded only from Reſpect: if he gave me 
any advice, I thought he took too much 
liberty, and miſtruſted my Conduct: if I 
met him with a melancholly dejected Coun- 
tenance, finding him ſo altered, I thought 
*twas not to be wonder d at, if I did with- 
draw my affection; and if any gleam of 
hope had made him aſſume his uſual noble 
Air and Countenapce, I then thought he was 
not much perplexed nor tormented with 
Love: In ſhort, in the ſituation my Mind 
was then in, twas impoſſible for him to 
pleaſe. He was ſenſible there was an ex- 
traordinary change in me; for as former- 
ly he could have done nothing I did not 
- approve of, ſo now he could do nothing 
I did approve of : His diſcretion and great 
lovefor me, reſtrained him from ever mak- 
ing the leaſt Complaint of my Promiſes, to 
reproach me how much I was to blame; 
and diſſembling his Grief, he would not 
darc to accuſe me, hoping that in time, I 
ſhould relent and treat him better: but the 


Love I had for him, now was wholly ex- 
tinct. 


AT 
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AT fiſt I anſwer his Letters, and gave 
him freſh Aſſurances of my Love, with In- 
ſtructions how to behave himſelf; then I 
began to repreſent the Difficulties to him; 
next I received his Letters without anſwer- 
ing them, and at laſt ſent him one back 
unopen'd. That ſame night that I had thus 
injured and affronted his Love, and treat- 
ed him in a manner ſo unworthy of him, 
I heard they did not expect him to live: 
His affliction ſeized him in ſo violent a 
manner, that they were afraid Remedies 
would be ineffeQtual. I imagined twas im- 
proper to receive his Letters, now CALLIAS 
renew'd his Addreſſes, and I ſuffered that 
general Opinion to prevail with me, that 
none of my married acquaintance had the 
moſt accompliſhed Husbands, and were ne- 
vertheleſs eaſy and contented ; that there 
was much greater reaſon to obey my Fa- 
ther, than oblige a Stranger; and if I might 

be ſaid to have yet any value or conſidera- 

tion for LEPAN TE, I thought his elevated 
Mind would ſupport him, with a ſteady 
| Reſolution and Conſtancy to bear the loſs 
of me. 


J have often thought of his great Love 
and Reſpect, which would never permit him 
to make the leaſt Complaint, or ſay the 
leaſt diſreſpectful Word of me; but the 


mclan- 
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melancholly dreadful untimely End he has 
fince brought upon himſelf, has convinced 
me, it did not proceed from want of Re- 
ſentment. At length I conſented to marry 
CALLIAS; every body was aſtoniſhed at my 
' Reſolution, and that LEPANTE had ſo little 
engaged me to love him. CALLIAS bore 
a good Character, and had no remarkable 
Imperfections; but he was one of thoſe 
inſipid low Wits, for whom thoſe of an 
extraordinary Genius have ſo much con- 
tempt. At firſt I compared him with the 

generality of Husbands among my Ac- 
quaintance, and found he might equal, or 
come up to any of them; but of a ſudden 
my treacherous memory, which had for 
| ſome time concealed LEPANTE from me, 
repreſents him to me with all his Charms 
and Perfections; and comparing CALLIAS 
to him, I was aſhamed of my folly: inſtead 
of that tall majeſtick Shape and Air, Iſaw 
a mean-looking clumſy Perſon ; inſtead of 
that uncommon Judgment and ſtriking Wit, 
which ſhined in Converſation, and treated 
the moſt ſublime Subjects with the greateſt 
facility imaginable; I heard one, whoſe 
Converſation was on the moſt trifling and 
inſipid Subjects: inſtead of that Complaiſance 
and Courteſy, ſo natural to LEPANTE; I 
ſaw a Man who obſerved no civility, but 
as what he obſerved in others. I begun to 


look at him at firſt with coldneſs, then with 


Wer- 
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averſion, which was more cruel to me 
than to him; but I ad ſuffered things to 


> ſo far, that I could not contradict what 
I had ſaid. | 


THE Day that LEPYAN TE knew the Wri- 
tings were to be ſigned, juſt as I was going 
into the Temple, he came near unobſerv- 
ed by any but my ſelf; and ſaid to me, 
Never will I reproach you as long as I live, 

bur the Death I am going to ſeek, will never 
let you have any reſt. ' Immediately he made 
the beſt of his way through the Croud, neither 
did I know what to anſwer him. With 


what he ſaid to me, I was ſeized with fo 


great a trembling and horror, that I could 
hardly ſtand : however, recollecting all the 
Reſolution I had left, I looked upon it as 
the laſt Effort of our dying Love and Friend- 
ſhip. ; 


I endeavoured then to baniſh LEPANTE 
from my Imagination, and would not ſo 
much as think of what I was going to do; 
but when all was ſigned with my own hand, 
I perceived that LeeaNnTE's Friends looked 
at me with indignation ; their Compaſſion 
for what he ſuffered, made them look at 
me with horror, and eſteem me unwor- 
thy of being loved by him: inſtead of a 
generalRejoycing, 'twas an univerſal Silence, 
and only the Mob made any ſhow of Joy. 

Vor. I. ä This 


«I, - N. - 


| 
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This daſh'd me; and the Idea of LANA 
came freſh into my mind, and all his ex- 
cellent Qualitics attack d me one after ano- 
ther; and ſecing CALLIAS in his ſtead, I 
turned away my Eyes, and could not bear 
the ſight of him: they obſetved I was 
thoughtful, but they imputed it to my hu- 
mour, which they look d upon as proud 
and particular, At laſt the fatal Day came, 
when I was led to the Temple very early 
in the Morning, and knowing that Leg- 
PANTE Was gone out of the City, that he 
might not be an Eye-witneſs of his unhap- 
pineſs, and what I might have been aſham d 
of, I never had ſo great a deſire to know 
what was become of him, When I was 
married, going out of the Temple, I law 
a Man that I knew belonged to LEPANTE, - 
and ſuppoſing he was there to carry him the 
News of what he had ſeen, I ſaid to him 
as I paſsd by, Go tell thy Maſter what thou 
haſt ſeen; and whatever time it is, come 
back this very day, and bring me word what 
he ſays. Judge, ARIANA, how far I car- 
ried my cruelty ; the reſt of this day I was 
ſo tormented and in ſuch an agony of mind, 
that they all thought by my Countenance 
I was ſick ; it ſeemed as if all the cruel cut- 
ting Thoughts had conſpir d together to 
make a kind of Hell in my mind, and 
Well might L appear ſo diſorder d, for I was 
nod raging with deſpair, had not "== X 
es 
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Rules of decency and modetation our Sex 
is peculiarly obliged to, laid a reſtraint 
upon me. About Evening I was told one 
deſired to ſpeak with me; I immediately 
_ Judged it Was LePANTE, and went haſtily 
and trembling to know who it was. The 
Meſſenger taking me aſide, told me with 
Tears in his Eyes, that having croſled over 
to Naupacte, he found LeyantTE waiti 
fot him by the Sea-ſide, to whom he told 
all he had ſeen, and what I faid; and that 
he anſwer'd, Defet not a moment going 
back to tell what thou ſhalt inſtantly ſee z 
and that he immediately climbed up to the 
Promontory, from whence he threw him- 
ſelf into the Sea; and that he could not 
poſſibly help him, or ſave him. Hearing 
| this ſhocking News, Gods! cry'd I, I have 
then been the death of him ! and with- 
out liſtening to any thing more he might 
have to ſay, I went directly into the Par- 
Jour, in ſuch a Conſternation, and with 
fuch a wild Look in my Eyes, that they 
asked me what was the matter ; but before 
1 could anſwer, I (wooned away. My Fa- 
ther, CALLIAS, and the Gueſts aſtoniſhed at 
this Accident, came to my aſſiſtance, and 


with the help of Remedies, I at laſt open- 


ed my Eyes; but I was put to bed, where 

1 was ſeized with fo violent a Fever, that 
it deprived me of my Senſes; I loſt all re- 
ſpe& and regard for any of them; and 
2 1 es X 2 0 
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when CALLIas came to ſee me, I cry'd: 
out, Take away that Monſter that has been 
my ruin! And when my Father came and 
deſired me to be more calm and moderate, 
1 ſaid, to him, Go, cruel Tormentor, the 
| Bane, the Executioner of thy own Fleſh 
and Blood; thou would'ſt throw me into the 
Paws of that Dragon, but I had rather die. 
No, thou ſhalt not, here is LEPANTE come 
to my aſſiſtance; and turning away my 
face from them, I ſaid, Generous LE- 
PANTE, Wilt thou come to ſave one who 
has been the occaſion of thy Death ? What, 
haſt thou ſo much pity on me, as to attack 
that Dragon! kill the Monſter, but take 
care, he does not kill thee : Courage, LE- 
PANTE, one blow more and thou layeſt 
him dead at thy feet. Then I laughed, and 
Was pleaſed, - imagining that I was congra- 
tulating LEPANTE for his Victory, and de- 
ſired him to forgive me, having been the 
occaſion of his death, with a thouſand 
Prayers, accompanied with Floods of Tears. 
Twould be tedious to relate all the ridi- 
culous things I ſaid, knowing nothing of 
it, but what they have told me ſince: They 
ſaid I never ceaſed till my Father and C Al. 
LIAS went out of the Room; then com- 
ing to myſelf, I could not believe what 
they told me, but my mind was perpe- 
tually tormented for the loſs of LE PANT E, 
and- with Remorſe for my folly ; and I 
| 360 re- 
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reflected how unhappy I was, that I had 
choſe to be miſerable rather than they 
ſhould know I loved him, ſince now Iwas 
not only ſo, but they alſo knew 1 loved: 
However, my Fever and Madneſs returned 
whenever they entered the Room, inſo- 
much that three or four days after, feeing 
my Life was in danger, and in a manner 
deſpaired of, and that if I lived I could 
never love any other but LE PAN TR, and 
that I had ſo openly affronted and declared 
my Averſion for CAaLLI1as; they aſſured me 
he ſhould not be my Husband. Then my 
Fever very much abated, and when all the 
Writings were cancelF'd, and the Agree- 
ments entirely broken off, upon the ac- 
count of my averſion to him, by little 
and little I recovered my Health; but my 
affliction for the Death of LEPANTE will 
never let me be at reſt. His excellent Qua- 
lities, and the Obligation I have to him, 
came freſh into my mind, and I found but 
too true what he foretold me; at laſt I 
reſolved to place myſelf in this T emple, 
to employ the remainder of my Life in 
the Service of the Gods, ſince IJ have made 
ſo ill uſe of rhe Happineſs they offer d me 


among Men. 


THIS is, dear ARIANA, that part of 
my Life which I would have ſerve for a 
n and Example to you, to prevent 

your 
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your falling into the ſame Errors, which 
have brought ſo much trouble upon me; for 
I find your caſe is much the ſame as mine, 
and if you are not wiſer, you will be as un · 
happy. AR1Aana, who had been all this 
while attentive to this diſcourſe, anſwer d, 
1 have had a ſingular Satisfaction in hearing 
the particular Circumſtances of your Life, 
and alſo no little concern in hearing your 
Misfortunes ; and I think tho' you are 
blamable in ſome things, you are excuſable 
in others: for tho' you would have been 
to blame to forget LeeanTE's Merit, and 
really to have alienated your Eſteem and 
Affection from him; yet, on the other hand, 
the Authority of a Father is of ſo great 
weight, that 1 do not know how I could 
have reſiſted and oppoſed it. Formerly, 
faid CYLLENIA, I imagined this power gi- 
ven to Parents, that we ſhould not fail to 
pay that Reſpect we owe to their wiſe 
Counſels and Advice; but ſince, upon a 
clearer Examination, I have found when 
their Opinion differs from ours, it is not 
always for the beſt: when we have choſen 
a virtuous accompliſhed Perſon, agreeable to 
our humour, to paſs our Life with eaſe and 
reputation, they look upon them with other 
Eyes, and only ſtudy to pleaſe themſelves; 
if they have any little pique againſt them we 
love, or view of any particular intereſt elſe- 
where, in order to conceal the real Cauſe, 
© -; | they 


* 
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_ they either blame, or find out ſome ob- 
iection to our Choice, and inſiſt upon the 
Obedience we owe them: We ſhould do 
nothing till we have conſider d well of it. 
Ihen that Choice which is grounded upon 
| Reaſon, ſhould never change: for when we 
have found a Perſon poſſeſſed of all thoſe 
good Qualities, which tend to make our 
Lives happy, whoſe Fortune too is much 
upon an Equality with our own, one whom 
wee have juſtly eſteemed worthy of our Friend- 
ſhip, and have mutually given and received 
aſſurance of our Eſteem; no Conſideration 
whatever ſhould prevail with us to forſake 
that Perſon. Heaven is witneſs of the Con- 
track, there remains nothing more but theſe 
earthly Ceremonies ; our Virtue then for- 
bids. us entertaining thoughts of any other, 
and it is even a Crime to give our Perſon 
to one, while another is poſſeſſed of our 
Heart, nay our very Soul: this Thought alone 
creates a perpetual diſquiet and torment of 
Mind, whatever countenance we may put on, 
whatever pretences we may alledge to ex- 
euſe our Inconſideration and Inconſtancy. 
I ſee, ſaid AxIANa, you have well weigh d 
and ſtudied theſe Conſiderations, and I have 
| reaſon to doubt of my Courage, ſince yours, 
tho' back d and ſupported with ſo much 
good ſenſe, nevertheleſs yielded to theſe 
difficulties; Indeed, anſwer'd CYLLENIA, 
you have not altogether ſo much _— to 
wor | On ” tear 
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fear falling into the like Errors, ſince the 
Authority of an Uncle is not equal to that 
of a Father, and you have a greater ſhare of 
Senſe and Reſolution than I. But, - how- 
ever, permit me to give you this one Cau- 
tion; which is, never to perſuade yourſelf, 
that the Love and Eſteem you have for 
MELINTHUs will ever wear out of your 
Mind, either with Time or Reſolution; 
leſt you ſacrifice all the Happineſs of your 
Life to vain Hope. Believe me, ARIANa, 
when. by a long Acquaintance with each 
other's Virtue and Merit, Perſons have a 
mutual liking to each other, it is no longer 
a Paſſion, it is Reaſon that we love, and 
there is no hope or likelihood that theſe 
Affections can be ſo eaſily rooted out of 
our Minds. Sometimes Accidents may hap- 
pen to diſtract and ruffle our Thoughts, but 
as ſoon as they are diſperſed, the firſt im- 
preſſions ſtill remain; and judge what a 
miſerable Condition we are in, if, during 
the time of this diſtraction and ſuſpenſion, 
as it were of the Judgment, we commit a 
Fault which is irreparable. Moſt certain it 
is, ſaid ARIANa, that Men have more Cou- 
rage and ſteady Reſolution than we; for 
when they have any Deſign, on which the 
good or ill of their Lives depend, they leave 
nothing undone to accompliſh it; on the. 
contrary, We arc — and 1 


of 
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of every little obſtacle, and our fear hinders 
us from ſurmounting even the ſmalleſt diff. 
culty. That is very true, anſwerd Cx 
LENIA: But why is there not one among us 
that will ſet an Example to the reſt of the 
Sex? Charming ARJana, let not your Cou- 
rage fail you, as mine did, but acquire to 
yourſelf both praiſe and ſatisfaction. Two 
Souls ſo reſembling one another both, 41 
Virtue and Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, are 
an ineſtimable Treaſure, and what we muſt 
not expect to hear of above once in an Age. 
I hope, and I think, ſaid Ariana, that no- 
thing but Death can or will part MELiN- 
Hus and me; and Iwiſh he and my Brother 
were arrived, that you might give me your 
Opinion of my Choice, and that we might _ 
conſult together to fruſtrate my Uncle's De- 
ſign, and favour our own. I ſhall be very 
ready, reply'd CYLLENIA, to adviſe you 
upon this occaſion ; and aſſure yourſelf of a 

generous and ſincere Friend in me. 


THUS they paſſed away the time du- 
ring PALAMEDES's abſence, and waited his 
return with impatience. .DICEARCUS came 
often to ſee them, and perſuaded his Neice 
to conſent to this Match; but ſhe deſired ſhe 
might continue in the Temple till her Bro- 
ther returned. P1sSISTRATUS never failed 

Paying his reſpects, hoping to gain what 
Vor. I Y Mg- 
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MELINTHUS had already purchaſed by his ex- 
traordinary Merit, and ſo many ſignal Ser- 
vices, that ARIANA's Ingratitude would 
have been much greater than her Uncle's, 
had ſhe but doubted fulfilling the Promiſes 


ſhe had ſo ſolemnly vowed to uus in 
violable. 


The End of the Einst VotuMe; 


